
Village of 
Westchester

AUGUST, 2024

4

6

8

10

16

18

21

SEWER & WATER
RATE INCREASE 

PUBlIC
WoRkS

lIBRARy

GRoW

SCHool 
DISTRICT

PolICE
 DEPARTMENT

FIRE
 DEPARTMENT

From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal
The Westchester 4th of July parade once again had 

an incredible turnout.   In addition to all of the current 
residents, I noticed a great number of former residents 
along the parade route which is great to see.  Thank you 
for coming out and showing support. 

The Village of Westchester, Westchester Park District and 
Westchester Chamber of Commerce recently hosted a 
Party in the Park at the Westchester Community Center.  
The weather may have been a little hot, but that did not 
stop those from coming out to support the food vendors. 
Thank you to all of the sponsors and volunteers who made 
it possible.   

It is always sad to see the end of a legacy.  After 64 years 
of being a part of the community as well as being a 
graduate myself, St. Joseph High School is in the middle 
of their demolition of the North buildings.  West40 has 
advised that the project is going as planned and should be 
complete in 4 to 6 more weeks and will be appropriately 
landscaped shortly after. 

The summer roadwork projects are in full swing. I ask 
that residents in areas that are affected check for notices 
that are provided about potential parking restrictions, 
short term water shut offs or other minor inconveniences.  
An engineer, driving a Burke Engineering vehicle, is 
located at each project site.  Any immediate questions, 
concerns or issues arising from the work being done can 
usually be mitigated by talking to the engineer. As always 
you can contact public works if you require immediate 
assistance.

Although not a Village of Westchester project, I want 
to also provide notice of an upcoming Department 
of Transportation project along Cermak Road that is 
scheduled to begin in August.  From Oak Brook to Cicero, 
Cermak Road will be resurfaced with other repairs and 
upgrades to sidewalks taking place from August until 
October.  Their schedule is subject to change based on 
weather and speed at which other nearby roadwork is 
completed.  Please visit our website for more information 
as it is known. 

SBC Waste Solutions is continuing the process of 
transitioning those who requested cart size changes. The 
number of households requesting the change was greater 
than expected causing slight delays.  Every work order that 
was placed with SBC is being worked through as quickly 
as possible.  

An item I have outlined at many of our board meetings 
this summer is the noticeable improvements to storm 
water management that is observed during and after large 
rain events.   The work and investment that presidents 
Pulia, Gattuso and Perry have brought forward by lining 
sewers, maintenance and management of our detention 
ponds has eliminated calls about water in the homes.   I 
hope we can continue that progress of infrastructure 
improvements throughout the community to reduce the 
damage that is done to homes due to backups in the sewer 
systems and overflow of water.   Some street flooding that 

occurs due to debris blocking the sewers is still managed 
by public works staff during the events, however the lack 
of calls from homeowners having any damage is the most 
important result from all of the work that has been done.  

Public works does want to hear about any water 
problems observed during heavy rain events to review 
future needs of the sewer systems. Please call 708-345-
0041 if you notice a concern. 

As a reminder, seniors in need of renewing their drivers 
license, updating their address, purchasing license plate 
stickers or obtaining a Real ID for travel purposes can visit 
the Senior Secretary of State right here at village hall located 
at 10300 Roosevelt Road. They are open Monday through 
Friday from 8am to 4pm.  Park on Municipal Drive which 
is between the Westchester Post Office and Village Hall 
building. This is a walk-in facility and an appointment is 
not needed.  If a drivers test is not required, most services 
can be completed within 15 mins. 
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Fire

The heat is here as summer closes
As we enter the last month of 

summer, the heat tends to rise.  The 
Westchester Fire Department warns 
residents, especially seniors to take 
necessary precautions to stay safe.  
The following are some rules and 
safety tips to ensure you remain cool 
on the dog days ahead. 

Stay cool and stay hydrated.
• Stay in air-conditioned buildings as 

much as possible. Do not rely on a fan 
as your main cooling source when it’s 
really hot outside.

• Drink more water than usual and 
don’t wait until you’re thirsty to drink. 
If your doctor limits the amount of 
fluids you drink, or has you on water 
pills, ask them how much you should 
drink during hot weather.

• Don’t use the stove or oven as it will 
create additional warmth inside your 
home.

• Wear loose, lightweight clothing.
• Take cool showers or baths to cool 

down if you’re feeling overheated.
• Do not engage in very strenuous 

activities and get plenty of rest.
• Check on a friend or neighbor and 

have someone do the same for you.

Nicor Gas Training for Westchester 
First Responders

Nicor will be hosting special training 
for various village employees on July 
22, 23 and 24.  Members of the Fire 
Department, Police Department 
and Public works will come together 
for this joint class being held at Fire 
Station 25.  This training is designed 
to educate first responders as well as 
village personnel on how to assess 
various hazardous situations.  This 
training will include ways to safely 
mitigate these types of situations 
based on the severity of the incident.  
This is free training offered by Nicor 
and a need for all Village personnel.

Hazardous situations often referred 
to as Haz-Mat are just one of the many 
situations various village personnel 
come across in day-to-day operations.  
It’s important that our employees stay 
on top of any new ways to respond in 
case of an emergency of this kind.  The 
Fire Department specifically trains 
daily in various mock emergency 
situations and it helps keep our 
firefighters knowledgeable and aware 
of any possible dangers that may arise.  
Having the opportunity to include 
other village departments is a great 
way to work together to better serve 
our residents.

Highway Vehicular Accidents 
on the Rise 

The Westchester Fire Department 
has had an exceeding amount of 
highway vehicle accidents in the last 

few months.  We thought it would be a 
good time to remind residents of some 
safety precautions you can take if you 
are involved in one yourself.  Even if 
you don’t think you’ve been injured, 
be extra careful when getting out of 
your car, especially if the accident 
took place on a highway or busy street.   

“It is always safer to remain in your 
vehicle after being in an automobile 
accident.  Stay in your vehicle and dial 
#911.  Once Fire trucks and emergency 
responders arrive on scene, they will 

take proper precautions such as 
blocking lanes of traffic to ensure your 
safety when exiting your vehicle.”  says 
Captain Dave Middendorf.

If the accident was minor and you 
are able, moving your vehicle to the 
curb or shoulder of the roadway 
can be done before emergency 
personnel arrive.    Especially when 
on the highway you need to take extra 
precautions as cars are moving at a 
very high rate of speed.  

To lessen your chances of being 

involved in an accident please ensure 
you are:

1. Following the speed limit
2. Not driving while distracted 
3. Not driving while impaired 
4. PUT THE PHONE DOWN
Also, a friendly reminder of Illinois’ 

Move Over Law which states “Move 
Over, Slow down for any emergency or 
maintenance vehicles” It’s the law.

Sunday, July 14, 2024 Eastbound 290 @ 0250 hours.
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PoLice

WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER

All defendants are considered 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 

of law.

24-02394 
06/14/2024 8:56PM 
ATTEMPTED HOMICIDE 
ROOSEVELT RD & MANNHEIM RD 
On June 14th, 2024, at approximately 

20:56hrs, Westchester Police responded 
to the intersection of Mannheim and 
Roosevelt Rd for a gunshot victim. 
Upon arrival, Officers located a driver 
who had been shot by another driver 
in traffic. Westchester Paramedics 
transported the victim to Loyola 
University Medical Center where 
his condition remained stable. The 
intersection was briefly shut down 
until Investigators arrived and were 
able to process the scene. Westchester 
Investigators are currently following 
several leads and determined this 
incident to be isolated and no threat to 
the community.

24-02850
07/07/2024 6:46PM 
RETAIL THEFT 
2128 MANNHEIM RD 
On 07/07/24 at approximately 1847 

hours, Police were dispatched to 2128 
Mannheim ( Jewel) for a call of Retail 
Theft. Proviso Central Communications 
relayed to responding officers that two 
subjects were seen running out of the 
store with bottles of liquor past the 
last point of sale. Officers observed the 
subjects running in the area of the 1800 

block of Mannheim Rd. Both subjects 
were detained by Police and were in 
possession of two bags containing 
multiple liquor bottles. A 22 year old 
male and 21 year old male from Chicago 
were charged with Misdemeanor Retail 
Theft. Both subjects were given Citation 
& Notice and a court date at the 4th 
District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL.

24-02871 
07/08/2024 1:19PM 
UNLAWFUL USE OF A WEAPON 
11000 31ST ST 
On 7/8/24 at approximately 1:30pm 

Police responded to the Wells Fargo 
11000 31st Street for a call of Suspicious 
Incident. Officers arrived and spoke to 
security and employees of the bank, 
who stated that she noticed a bag 
sitting in the waiting area and became 
suspicious of it and its contents. The 
bag was collected by bank security and 
opened where a firearm was discovered 
in the bag. A Westchester Officer 
conducting a follow up at the bank was 
flagged down by a male subject, who 
stated that he was the owner of the 
brown bag left inside the bank. Upon 
further investigation it was discovered 
that the owner of the firearm did not 
possess a concealed carry permit with 
the state of Illinois and was carrying 
the firearm for protection. A 45 year old 
male from Gary, Indiana was cited for 
Unlawful use of Weapon and released 
with a Citation & Notice pending a 
court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood IL.

24-02913 
07/11/2024 10:21AM 
BATTERY 
10345 ROOSEVELT RD 
On 07/11/24 at approximately 1021 

hours, Police were dispatched to 10345 
Roosevelt (Walgreens), in response to a 
Battery. Police spoke to the victim who 
advised that she was walking across the 
parking lot to enter the store and that 
she was almost hit by a dark Mercedes 
Benz. The victim then advised the 
subject parked and then exited the 
vehicle, then began to attack the victim 
by pushing her against the wall and 
striking her with closed fists. The victim 
was transported to a medical facility 
with non-life threating injuries. Police 
and Detectives located the suspect 
vehicle on the 1800 block of Mannheim 
Rd and the suspect came out at which 
time she was taken into custody. A 35 
year old female from Westchester, was 
charged with Battery and released with 
a Citation & Notice pending a court 
date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-02922 
07/11/2024 6:57PM 
ASSAULT 
2222 ENTERPRISE DR 
On 7/11/24 at approximately 1857 

hours, Police were dispatched to 
2222 Enterprise Dr, for an Unwanted 
Subject that had threatened the staff 
with shooting them. Responding 
Officers were relayed information that 
the subject had exited the building. 

Officers located and detained the 
subject nearby the hotel on Cermak 
Rd. Officers spoke to the victim who 
wanted to sign complaints against the 
subject for Threats made against him. 
The subject was positively identified 
by employees. A 48 year old male from 
Broadview, was cited for Assault and 
Resisting Arrest. Subject was released 
with a Citation & Notice pending a 
court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-02988 
07/15/2024 11:38PM 
DOMESTIC BATTERY
WESTCHESTER,IL 
37 year old man from Chicago finds 

himself charged in Cook County Circuit 
Court with one count of Domestic 
Battery following an incident. The 
37 year old was taken into custody, 
processed and then transported to the 
4th District Cook County Courthouse 
in Maywood for a bond hearing.

24-03005 
07/16/2024 10:46PM 
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 
9900 BLK ROOSEVELT RD 
27 year old man from Chicago finds 

himself charged in Cook County 
Circuit Court with Felony Theft (class 
2), Burglary to Motor Vehicle (class 3) 
and Felony Theft (class 4) following an 
incident. The 27 year old was taken into 
custody, processed and released with a 
Citation and Notice pending a court 
appearance at 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood.

I want to start by thanking all our 
residents who followed the new 
Village of Westchester Fireworks 
Ordinance this Fourth of July. Your 
cooperation was especially important 
during this hot and dry year. However, 
it’s appalling how some still risked the 
safety of our community by lighting 
fireworks. Within just three hours of 
darkness, my officers and I issued 21 
Fireworks Violations.

It was astonishing to see the number 
of gatherings—some with as many 
as 40 people—carelessly shooting 
off fireworks in all directions in our 
residential neighborhoods. Even 
more astonishing were the varied 
excuses given for such risky behavior.

One incident that stood out was 
when I had to navigate through 

backyards to locate the source of 
fireworks. I came across two residents 
who were unexpectedly showered with 
fireworks while trying to enjoy the 
evening sitting on their back porch. 
Thankfully, after gaining permission 
to pass through their yard, I located 
and cited the individuals responsible 
just two blocks away. They were firing 
off a Roman Candle, holding it like 
the Statue of Liberty, but far less 
responsibly.

Having worked 35 Fourth of July 
holidays, I can tell you it’s one of 
the most demanding nights for any 
police officer, especially with our 
current staffing shortages. I’m proud 
to say that our officers did a stellar 
job enforcing the law to protect our 
residents, our veterans, and our 
family pets.

I’m certainly not a party pooper—I 
love the Fourth of July! But as 
police officers, we bear a heavy 
responsibility. Likewise, we, as 
residents, need to ensure our 
celebrations do not endanger others.

God bless America and all those who 
serve and put their lives on the line 
every day!  

Sincerely,
Chief Daniel Babich 

A Fourth of July Reflection: Safety, Compliance, and Community Responsibility
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PUBLIC WORKS - CONSTRUCTION NEWS
Construction News
Construction notices & signs are all around the Village. Please read & keep notices when you receive them, and remember to obey all signs, permanent & temporary. UPDATES are posted 

daily to the Village of Westchester website. 

• In-House Street Paving Phase II will occur in September on Belleview Ave between Windsor Dr & Preston St, and on Carlisle St between Sunnyside Ave & Mayfair Ave

• 2024 Micro-Surfacing 
➢ Portsmouth Ave. (Dickens St – Drury Ln)
➢ Portsmouth Ave (Kent St. – Canterbury St)
➢ Norfolk Ave (Canterbury St – Dicken St)
➢ Crestwood Ln (Mannheim Rd – Westchester Blvd)
➢ Gladstone St (Worcester Ave – Dead End)
➢ Devonshire Ln (Mannheim Rd – Cromwell Ave)
➢ Devonshire St (Norfolk Ave – Gardner Rd)
➢ Bristol Ave (Wedgwood Dr – Devonshire St)

• Wedgwood Dr. Bridge is closed between Suffolk Ave. and Norfolk Ave. for complete replacement and installation of concrete approach slabs and sidewalks. The anticipated 
completion date is September 16th 2024.

• 2024 Street Resurfacing Program
➢ Kensington Ave. from Cermak Rd. to Windsor Dr. is under construction 

this month for water main and lead service line replacement with street 
reconstruction to follow. 
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Village branch collection for August will be the week of 
August 5th – 9th 

September’s collection will be the week of September 
9th – 13th 

October’s collection will be the week of October 7th – 
11th 

The Public Works Department collects branches the 
first full working week of each month (April-November) 
Please see the section map online for your collection day.

• All brush must be placed on the front parkway by 7am 
on your designated collection day.

• Branches may be up to 7 feet in length and must be 
stacked with the butt ends facing the street in the same 
direction. 

• Dirt must be removed from any root balls. 
• Public Works Crews will only pass through a 

designated collection area once due to time, scheduling, 
and other workload responsibilities.

Landscapers & tree services are responsible for their 
own brush disposal.

NEW WASTE HAULER: S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 
312-522-1115

• S.B.C. also collects yard waste on your regular 
collection day every week April – December. Branches/
limbs must be 4 feet or smaller and tied in bundles no 
more than 50 pounds.

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard waste was at 
the curb by 6am but was not collected by 6pm on your 
regular day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a missed 
collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that will not fit in 
your receptacle (couch, chair, table, etc.,) at the curb 
every week for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly to 
inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous waste and 
electronic waste (e-waste), at no additional charge, 
including household chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, universal materials, 

and swimming pool chemicals. This special collection 
must be pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Street Parking Restrictions
Street maintenance parking restrictions are in effect. 

Please check the street signs at the ends of your block or 
check the Village website so you don’t receive a citation! 

Westchester Tree Replacement Program
1. The Village has been planting trees on eligible 

parkways at no cost to the resident. This replacement 
program does not allow for residents to choose the 
species of tree planted, the location, the number of trees 
planted, nor are residents able to opt-out of having a 
tree planted in the Village parkway in front and/or side 
of their residence. Please call Public Works if you would 
like to request a tree be planted sooner rather than later 
in a parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the species of the tree 
to be planted, this can be achieved through the 50/50 
program. The resident can choose the tree(s) from a list 
provided by the Village, and shares half of the cost of the 
tree(s) and planting with the Village. To request the list of 
50/50 trees, please call the Public Works Department at 
708-345-0041.

Village Watering Restrictions
There are water use restrictions in effect every year, 

May 15th to September 15th, from 
12pm to 6pm. This includes:

(1) Outdoor Watering/Running Sprinkler(s)
(2) Cleaning Outdoor Surfaces
(3) Cleaning Vehicles
(4) Swimming Pool Filling

Outdoor water use during unrestricted hours (before 
12 p.m., after 6 p.m.) is allowed on even numbered days 
for residents with even numbered addresses, and on 
odd numbered days for residents with odd numbered 
addresses. If we have a dry summer, further restrictions 
may be necessary. 

Water Quality Data Report
The 2023 Water Quality Report is available online at 

www.bit.ly/westchester2023report.

As always, residents are asked to call Public Works at 
708-345-0041 if an unusual amount of water is visible 
in the street or parkway. This could be a main break or 
water leak that requires our immediate attention. If after 
3:30pm M-F & on weekends and holidays, please call 
police non-emergency at 708-345-0060.

PUBLIC WORKS



18 AUGUST  2024

Purpose of This Effort
As part of the Village’s commitment 

to community improvements, capital 
infrastructure, and maintaining safe and 
reliable utility services, the Village President 
and Board of Trustees have approved 
adjustments to water and sewer utility rates, 
effective July 1, 2024. These adjustments 
are necessary due to two primary factors: 
aging infrastructure and the Lead Service 
Replacement Mandate.

 
How Does Water and Sewer Service Work?
The Village purchases water from the 

Broadview Westchester Joint Water Authority 
(BWJWA), who purchase water from the 
City of Chicago. The water purchased from 
the BWJWA is just for obtaining water for 
the Village. Once purchased, the Village is 
responsible for all costs to operate, maintain, 
repair, and, if needed, replace the water 
system infrastructure throughout the Village.

 
Furthermore, sanitary sewer treatment 

and stormwater runoff is handled by the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 
of Greater Chicago (MWRD). While MWRD 
treats sewage and manages stormwater 
runoff downstream when it discharges into 
waterways, the Village, like the water system, 
is also responsible for all costs related to 
the sanitary and storm sewer systems 
throughout the Village.

 
Why is a Rate Increase Needed?
Utility Fund revenues can only be used 

to fund the operations, maintenance, and 
improvements of the Village’s Utility System. 
Our community is facing a pressing challenge 
of aging underground infrastructure, with a 
significant portion of our water mains (49%), 
storm sewers (27%), and sanitary sewers 
(60%) dating back to the 1920s-1930s. This 
century-old infrastructure, over 75 miles of 
main in total, requires urgent attention and 
an ongoing improvement plan to ensure 
the continued delivery of safe and reliable 
water and sewer services to our residents. 
Funds received from increased utility rates 
support the capital improvements needed 
to bring this underground infrastructure up 
to date, reducing the frequency of service 
interruptions due to main breaks and 
emergency repairs. This improvement plan 
is anticipated to be a 20-year effort, and 
is estimated to cost approximately $120 
million.

 
What About Lead Water Services?
The Lead Service Replacement Act, 

mandated by the federal government, 
requires the identification and replacement 
of all lead service lines in our water system. 
This unfunded mandate reinforces the 
critical need for proactive investments in 
our infrastructure to uphold public health 
standards and meet regulatory obligations. 
Currently, there are approximately 1,000 
“resident-side” (from the outside valve to 
the water meter) lead water services, and 

approximately 3,600 “Village-side” (from the 
water main to the outside valve) lead water 
services throughout Westchester. Under this 
mandate, the Village must remove all lead 
services from the water system by 2044.

 
While municipalities have the option to 

devise a funding strategy that could entail 
individual residents bearing the burden of 
lead service line replacements, which can 
cost upwards of $15,000 per service line, the 
Village has instead chosen to incorporate and 
fund lead water service line replacements as 
part of these adjust utility rates. These utility 
rate adjustments enable the Village to absorb 
these costs as part of the overall underground 
infrastructure program, without separate 
additional cost to Village residents. This 
approach ensures that lead service line 
replacements are seamlessly integrated with 
the Village’s community-wide infrastructure 
projects, at more competitive rates due to 
utilizing economies of scale.

 
Utility Bill Impact 
The water usage rate will be $16.70 per 

1,000 gallons used, and the sewer usage rate 
will be $3.50 per 1,000 gallons used, which 
will take effect on July 1, 2024. These rates will 
be seen on the September utility bills, and 
water and sewer charges are billed in arrears. 
It is important to note that individual usage 
is notated on utility bills as units, where each 
unit equals 1,000 gallons. For example, if 
your utility bill says 5 units of water usage, 
that equates to 5,000 gallons used.

 
This initial rate adjustment aims to 

prevent a deficit in the Village’s Utility Fund 
while a comprehensive professional study 
is conducted by a third-party consultant 
to determine the ongoing rate needed to 
continue funding underground capital 
infrastructure improvement in the future .

 

In addition, historically, the Village has 
received higher costs to purchase water than 
what was charged to users. For example, in 
2023, the BWJWA received a 22.55% water 
rate increase to the cost of water purchased 
from the City of Chicago, which was passed 
on to the Village. In the same year, Village 
water rates increased 3%. This has resulted 
in costs outpacing revenues in the Villages 
Utility Fund.

 
Estimates used in Village Staff analysis 

during the multiple meetings the Village Board 
reviewed and discussed recommendations 
for rate adjustments follow the EPA average 
individual consumption rate of 82 gallons 
per day. However, many Westchester 
residents use substantially less than 82 
gallons per individual per day. As part of the 
communications and information about 
the rate adjustments, a utility bill calculator 
tool is available below. This calculator, along 
with additional information about the rate 
change, is available on the Village website so 
residents can enter their most recent usage 
from the May utility bills to see an estimate 
of their September utility bill.

 
Fortunately, the Village is transitioned to 

a new rubbish service hauler, SBC Waste 
Solutions, on July 1. This transition will 
save residents approximately 23.6% on the 
rubbish charge, partially offsetting the utility 
usage rate increases.

 
Alternative Funding to Address Capital 

Improvement
Village staff and consultants are extremely 

diligent in pursuing grants for projects to 
reduce the financial burden on Westchester 
residents and businesses. Due to this 
extreme effort, for the current fiscal year, 
the Village is receiving $4.3 million in capital 
project grant funding awards.

 

Anytime a grant is available that the Village 
is even remotely eligible for, the Village 
applies for that grant. It is important to note 
that several grant opportunities require 
projects to be “shovel ready”, meaning if 
the grant is awarded, the project is already 
designed, engineered, and ready to be sent 
out to bid. As such, the Village tries to stay one 
construction season ahead of anticipated 
future projects so if a grant opportunity 
arises, the Village is more likely to obtain that 
grant.

 
Unfortunately, a lot of the current grant and 

loan (with forgiveness) programs available 
for underground infrastructure have median 
household income (MHI) limits. Recently 
per the IEPA, the MHI for our area is $72,563, 
and Westchester’s MHI is $94,151. As 
such, the Village is frequently denied grant 
opportunities due to Westchester’s MHI 
exceeding grant eligibility requirements.

 
Overall Objective 
The fundamental objective of the Village 

remains to deliver safe and dependable 
services to our residents. Remember, from 
the day-to-day motions of turning on a 
faucet or flushing a toilet, to the sudden 
emergencies that require firefighting efforts, 
our goal is to ensure that these essential 
services are always readily available, without 
compromise.

 
Your understanding and support are 

crucial as we work towards building a 
safer and more resilient community for 
generations to come.

 
For more information about the utility 

rate adjustments and infrastructure 
improvement projects, please feel free to 
contact the Village Administration at (708) 
345-0020.

REMINDER: Water & Sewer Rate Increases To Be Reflected on September Bills
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Grow

Use a Carbon Footprint Calculator to Save Money and Save the Planet  
   Various activities create carbon dioxide 

(CO2) and other greenhouse gases that 
trap the sun’s warming rays increasing air 
and water temperatures. For example, the 
amount of energy needed to commute, to 
heat or cool one’s home, to grow the food 
one eats and to manufacture items that 
are bought all create harmful greenhouse 
gases.  On average, Americans emit more 
CO2 than the rest of the world (Table1). In 
the USA, most of the energy comes from the 
burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural 
gas) which pollutes the air and water.

  You can save money and help prevent further global warming! Knowing where 
your emissions come from can be determined by using a carbon footprint calculator. 
I recommend using either the Nature Conservancy Carbon Footprint Calculator 2 or 
CoolClimate3. To calculate your carbon footprint, you will need your electric, water, 
and natural gas bills plus other information. These carbon footprint calculators 
provide estimated tons of CO2 emitted per year by your household overall and in 
five subcategories:  Travel, Home, Food, Goods, and Service.  For these last three 
subcategories, my household’s carbon footprint was not very high.  (The Food 
subcategory may be high if one consumes a lot of beef and lamb.4 When I looked at 
my carbon footprint before driving two electric vehicles (EVs), my previous two gas-
powered cars contributed about 12 tons of CO2 per year. I saved almost $2,000 per 
year by NOT buying gasoline or having oil changes. This savings took into account 
the higher electric bills from charging EVs at home. Because my household switched 
our electricity to energy from wind farms, our driving two EVs reduced our overall 
carbon footprint by about 27%.

       When re-calculating my carbon footprint, the highest emission of CO2 of about 
9 tons/year comes from my house.  Various ways to reduce CO2 emissions for my 
home include:  adjusting the thermostat down in winter and up in summer, better 
insulating the attic, replacing leaky windows, and replacing our gas stove, water 
heater, and furnace with electric appliances.  Lately, I have learned that natural gas 
is NOT as good for the environment as I once thought. 5, 6

    All actions to reduce CO2 and other greenhouse gases will subsequently reduce 
global temperatures but with varying degrees.  The most profound lowering of 
future temperature occurs with near complete elimination of the use of coal, oil, and 
natural gas.7   Realistically, this will not happen overnight.  Does it need to happen?  
The truthful answer is YES and the sooner the better. Renewable electricity from 
clean solar and wind is available and you can reduce your carbon footprint now.  

     In conclusion, as a fellow resident of Westchester, I ask that you calculate your 
carbon footprint and see where you can reduce your carbon emissions. There is no 
one simple or easy fix to the problem of global warming. My philosophy has been to 
reduce my major carbon emitting problems. Remember that whatever step(s) taken, 
you often will save money over time. By reducing your carbon footprint, you create a 
cleaner and healthier world for you, your children, and your neighbors. If everyone 
does their part, the consequence will be meaningful. I dream of living in a world 
with clean energy, air and water. A world where all can live a good and healthy life.
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Register Now for Community-Wide Yard Sale!
Every year, thousands of useful items end up in landfills. At the same time, the 

financial cost of new items keeps rising alongside the environmental impacts of 
manufacturing...

On September 21st and 22, join your neighbors as hundreds of Westchester 
households host yard sales and giveaways at their homes. Visit www.westchester-il.
org/news/reuse-a-palooza and click the link to register your sale so your address 
can be added to our event map- you can register to participate on one or both days 
of the event. No registration/ticket is required if you’re a shopper.

Reduce your trash and earn some cash by participating in our yard sale and 
giveaway event!

By WAlT WoJCIk  
GROW Commissioner
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