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With school back in session, please make 
every effort to be alert while driving and be 
mindful of children walking to or from school 
or bus stops.  With the use of electronic devic-
es and headphones by children on their way to 
school, the lack of attention to traffic can be 
dangerous.  

Be mindful at crossings and remember that it 
is illegal to pass a school bus with its stop arm 
out and flashing. 

A warning from School District 92 ½ recently 
advised of an email scam that has been report-
ed to them.  Emails that have the appearance 
of being an official email from the school dis-
trict have a link that is attempting to obtain 
password information from the recipient 
when the link is clicked. 

 If you open the email, do not open the attach-
ment that is linked within. 

The Village of Westchester was recently noti-
fied that we have been awarded a Cook Coun-
ty Bureau of Economic Development Block 
Grant in the amount of $250,000 that will be 
utilized for water main improvements in two 
separate locations. 

This is the second Community Block Grant 
award to be received recently that will be uti-
lized to complete more of the repairs needed 
and replace century old water mains.  

As a reminder, visit the village website for in-
formation and updates on water main, street 
reconstruction, and sewer lining projects that 
are currently being worked on.  
www.westchester-il.org/construction
	  
The sixth annual Tour de Proviso is hosted by 
Oak Park, Forest Park and River Forest this 
year.  It has been scheduled for Saturday Octo-
ber 4, 2025, and will both start and end at the 

Oak Park Village Hall located at 123 Madison 
St.  

This year there will be a 7-mile and 20-mile 
course for riders, and as always it is free.  
Please register for the event online. 

With summer over, the Village of Westches-
ter summer hours have ended, and we have 
reverted to weekly hours of Monday through 
Friday, 8am to 4:30pm.  Please note that sev-
eral services and documents are available di-
rectly from our website.  Water bill and ticket 
payments, generalized permitting documents, 
and other information is available online at 
the village’s website.  

The Village of Westchester hosted two town 
hall meetings recently, regarding the new on-
line water usage portal Veregy.  

This portal has already been extremely im-
pactful to residents who were unaware of 
small leaks in their house, mostly due to a 
faulty toilet flap.  

Sign up on our website and be notified if there 
is a suspected leak or continuous use of water 
through your water meter long before a bill 
comes.  Also, you can review projected wa-
ter use at any time during the month.  If you 
require assistance in setting up this service 
please contact public works. 

The Illinois Secretary of State’s REAL ID rush 
has calmed down in the past month, reducing 
the waiting times at the facility.  

The Westchester Senior Secretary of State ser-
vice office is open Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 to 4:00pm offering services to those 
65 and older.  Drivers license renewals, license 
plate stickers and driver’s tests are just a few of 
the services seniors can have handled without 
an appointment.  

New Water 
& Sewer Rates 17
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Presented by the Economic Development Committee

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: Celebrating Paul Gattuso and Paul’s Pizza
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Westchester is fortunate to be home 
to many excellent businesses and 
many dedicated business owners. 
When those two come together, the 
entire community is made stronger. 
Few stories capture this better than 
that of Paul Gattuso and his long-
time business, Paul’s Pizza.

Although Paul’s Pizza recently 
closed its doors, Paul continues 
his work in the restaurant world as 
co-owner of GP Italiano in La-
Grange. While Paul may not be a 
lifelong resident of Westchester, his 
contributions as a business owner, 
Village Trustee, and Village Presi-
dent have left a lasting mark on our 
community.

Paul’s story is one of determination 
and hard work. From his early years 
holding three jobs—at Sears in Ber-
wyn, Sexton’s Paint, and the Berwyn 
Theatre—Paul dreamed of running 
his own hot dog stand. He saved 
diligently and eventually opened 
his first store at Harlem and Irving. 
Wanting to establish himself in the 
western suburbs, Paul found a small 
600-square-foot shop on 31st Street 
in Westchester by Rosemary Joyce 
Real Estate, where he operated for 
more than 20 years.

Paul credits several community 
mentors—Tony Christopher, Ange-
lo Luciano, John Sinde, and Wayne 
Busa to name a few—with helping 
him understand both business and 
community life. Their support, ad-
vice, and even hands-on assistance 
in his shop shaped his approach to 
leadership and service.

From the beginning, Paul embraced 
the belief that true business success 
comes from investing in the com-

munity. Starting with Westchester 
Baseball, his support extended to 
Girls Softball, Blind Baseball, local 
hockey leagues, churches, the “Soup 
for Veterans Run,” and countless po-
lice, fire, and emergency personnel 
throughout the western suburbs. 
His guiding principle has always 
been simple: “You do good because 
it’s good. If you do that, it will come 
back tenfold.”

In 1999, Paul relocated down the 
street to Westbrook Commons, 
where he built lasting relation-
ships with neighboring businesses. 
Together, they formed a nonprofit 
group that organized craft fairs, car 
shows, movie nights, and con-
certs—events that strengthened 
local business and community ties 
alike.

Over the years, Paul’s Pizza became 
more than a restaurant—it became 
a gathering place. From the “Morn-
ing Coffee Clutch” to regular lunch 
groups, Paul knew his customers 
by name and by order. The Monday 
Hot Dog crowd, the Tuesday Beef 
Sandwich and Meatball group, and 
fans of his Eggplant Parmesan each 
added to the fabric of his business. 
Paul was thankful that Chauncey 
from Chauncey’s Great Outdoors 
on ESPN 1000 hosted a live remote 
every year on the first Saturday of 
August for 20 years. Paul is thankful 
for everyone who helped Paul’s Piz-
za be a success. Through it all, Paul 
felt every day was made brighter 
when his father, Anthony, worked 
alongside him, instilling lessons of 
hard work and integrity that Paul 
carries with him to this day.

Not only was Paul’s Pizza a West-
chester institution, it also served 

as an important first job for many 
young people in Westchester. Over 
the years, Paul employed more than 
75 individuals, including many local 
high school and college students. 
Paul is grateful for his first set of 
employees – Michael Sullivan, Jesus 
Marrillo, and Tom Bannon – as well 
as all the others who made Paul’s 
Pizza a neighborhood institution. 
Whether the employees were 
working the hot dog table, beef 
table, frier, pizza oven, or cleaning 
tables, Paul valued them all the 
same. His longest-serving employ-
ee, Luis Landeros, and his family 
became like family to Paul. For 
Paul, supporting and mentoring 
young workers was as rewarding as 
running a successful business.

Today, Paul has partnered with Joe 
Delcroce—a former Paul’s Pizza 
employee and Kendall College 
Culinary graduate—to operate GP 
Italiano. Together, they serve a mix 
of traditional Italian favorites and 
contemporary dishes, from Chicken 
Parmesan and steaks to short ribs, 
octopus, and wood-fired pizzas.

While many will miss Paul’s Pizza—
the food, the staff, and even the 
hand-painted mural by Bruce Sirus 
(which Paul still has today)—Paul 
continues to serve with the same 
passion, work ethic, and love for 
community at GP Italiano.  GP 
Italiano is located at 1 S. LaGrange 
Road, open Tuesday – Saturday 
4:00-10:00, and Sunday 4:00-8:00.

On behalf of Westchester, we thank 
Paul Gattuso for over 46 years of 
outstanding business, leadership, 
and service.

Thank you, Paul!

Keesh Hound Groom Room LLC 
9844 W Roosevelt Rd, Westchester, IL
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WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER

School’s Back—Let’s Keep Our Children Safe
Well, just like that, our children are back 
in school! Many are traveling by bicycle, 
walking, or taking the bus each day. This 
is a time when drivers must be especial-
ly observant and alert—particularly in 
school zones and around buses making 
stops. 

By law, drivers must come to a complete 
stop when a school bus has its red lights 
flashing and stop arm extended.
Bus drivers do their best to guide chil-
dren safely, but kids can act unpredict-
ably. 

That’s why it’s critical for all of us behind 
the wheel to stay attentive and prepared 
for the unexpected so every child gets to 
and from school safely.

Remember: school buses are equipped 
with camera systems that can record 
traffic violations, and those recordings 
can be used by police in court. Too often, 
crashes happen when drivers rush to get 
from point A to point B. Slowing down, 
observing speed limits, and giving your-
self extra travel time can prevent inju-
ries—or even save a life.
Stay aware of your surroundings, avoid 

distractions like your phone, and watch 
carefully when making turns near side 
streets in school zones. Crossing guards 
are out there helping, but they can only 
do so much. Always maintain a safe dis-

tance from buses in case of sudden stops.
At the end of the day, it’s up to us as 
responsible drivers to protect children. 
Tragedies can be avoided by being pa-
tient, alert, and cautious. Please—slow 

down, because once something bad hap-
pens, we cannot turn back time.

Sincerely,
Police Chief Daniel Babich 

All defendants are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 

25-2483 07/08/2025 1:17AM TRAFFIC 
ARREST MANNHEIM RD & GLAD-
STONE ST 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a 
vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 
23 year old male from Brookfield, IL 
was cited for Disregard Traffic Control 
Device, Speeding, No Valid Insurance, 
Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol, 

and Illegal Trasnportation of Canna-
bis. The 23 year old was released with a 
Citation & Notice and given a court date 
at the 4th District Cook County Court-
house in Maywood, IL.

25-2561 07/14/2025 10:13PM TRAFFIC 
ARREST 1400 BLK WESTCHESTER 
BLVD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a 
vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 
27 year old male from Westchester, IL 

was cited for Driving in the Wrong Lane, 
Registration Suspended for Insurance, 
and Expired Driver’s License. The 27 
year old was released with a Citation & 
Notice and given a court date at the 4th 
District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL. 

25-2572 07/15/2025 9:21PM TRAFFIC 
ARREST ROOSEVELT RD & BOEGER 
AVE 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 
51 year old male from Chicago, IL was 
cited for Improper Lane Usage, Imped-
ing the flow of Traffic, and Driving while 
License Cancelled. The 51 year old was 
released with a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 
IL.

*This is not a comprehensive list. Please visit www.westchester-il.org/blotter for more information.

Congratulations to our newest officers! 

On August 22, Officer Gresik, Officer Garcia, and Officer Wasik graduated from the Suburban 

Law Enforcement Academy Class 25-02. They are now completing their Field Training next week, 

and we are excited to officially welcome them to the Westchester family. If you see them out on 

the street, be sure to say hello and give them a warm welcome!
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Westchester’s Reuse-a-Palooza yard sale fest is host-
ed by the Green Residents of Westchester (GROW) 
Ecological Commission with a goal to help you de-
clutter your home, make extra cash, and ensure your 
items stay out of the landfill. Here are some helpful 
tips to set your sale up for success: 

Plan Ahead
• Timing: Consider holding your sale over both 
days to maximize revenue and the amount of stuff 
you can declutter. 

• Weather: Monitor the weather forecast and have 
a backup plan in case of rain, such as tarps, tents, or 
an indoor area.

• Set your pricing strategy: See page three for pric-
ing and sales tips.

• Cash and digital payments: Have plenty of change 
available and keep cash in a secure, easily accessible 
place like a money belt or a lockbox. Consider ac-
cepting digital payments via apps like Venmo or 
PayPal to accommodate more buyers.

Get buyers to your sale:
• Help spread the word: Advertising and marketing 
of your individual sale is your responsibility. Pro-
mote your garage sale items on community boards, 
local newspapers, and online platforms like Craig-
slist, Facebook Marketplace, and Nextdoor. Use 
clear, eye-catching signs around your neighborhood 
with the sale address. Remember: The Village will 
post banners, but cannot promote individual sales. 

• Collaborate with your neighbors: This event is 
just as much about community engagement as it is 
about yard sales. Check the map to see who is host-
ing in your area to a) Collaborate with your neigh-
bors to hold a larger sale b) get neighbors involved so 
more buyers will come to your area. 

• Consider a theme. Think about what you are sell-
ing and how you can highlight your sale from the 
others taking place (vintage kitchenware, baby ac-
cessories, electronics, etc), and advertise accordingly.

Set Up Effectively
• Categorize: Arrange items by category (e.g., 
clothes, toys, books) to make browsing more conve-
nient for shoppers. Especially with multiple sales on 
the same day, buyers may be less likely to spend lots 
of time at a sale if they can’t immediately find items 
of interest to them.

• Display: Use tables, shelves, and racks to display 
items neatly. Ensure everything is visible and within 
easy reach.

• Cleanliness: Clean all items before the sale. A tidy, 
well-organized setup can attract more buyers.

• Comfort: Consider providing shade and seating 
for yourself and shoppers, especially if the weather 
is hot. Encourage shoppers to linger at your sale in-
stead of moving on.
• Safety: Keep valuable items close to you and con-
sider having a helper to keep an eye on things.

Extra Ways to Build Community
• Greeting: Be friendly and greet shoppers as they 
arrive. A warm welcome can make people more 
comfortable and willing to browse.

• Refreshments: Offering inexpensive refreshments 
like bottled water or homemade lemonade can en-
tice customers to stay longer and shop more.

After the Sale
• Donations: Decide in advance what to do with 
unsold items. Consider donating them to charity 
or scheduling a pickup with a local donation center. 
The Eventbrite page includes a repository of poten-
tial donation resources, but this is not an exhaustive 
list.

The village will not be coordinating trash pick up or 
donation pick up: The purpose of this event is to en-
courage landfill diversion, so there will be no special 
trash pickup. It is impossible to predict the types, lo-
cations, and quantities of items being donated, so the 
Village is unable to engage a charity to drive around 
town with a box truck to pick up donations. 

• Cleanup: Remove any remaining signs from your 
neighborhood to avoid fines and maintain goodwill. 

Pricing and Sales Tips
Remember that this event is intended to help you 
declutter your house, not to fully fund your retire-
ment. By having realistic expectations and following 
these pricing tips, you can attract more buyers, en-
courage sales, and ensure your items move quickly 
during your garage sale.

Set Your Prices: 
• Research pricing:  Check online marketplaces like 
eBay, Craigslist, and Facebook Marketplace to see 
what similar items are sold for. This will give you a 
baseline for pricing. You can also visit other garage 
sales in your area to understand local pricing trends. 
Note the prices of items similar to what you’re sell-
ing.

• Condition: Price items based on their condition. 
Items in excellent condition can be priced higher, 
while those with visible wear and tear should be 
priced lower.

• Depreciation: Remember that used items typically 
sell for much less than their original purchase price. 
Aim for about 10-30% of the original retail price, de-
pending on the item’s condition and demand.

• High Value Items: Unlike estate or consignment 
sales, most garage sales include lower-priced items. 
If you’d like to include higher-value items in your 
sale, consider marking prices as “firm” if you’re not 
willing to negotiate. If you are committed to a par-
ticular price, you may want to consider keeping that 
item out of your sale. Selling that item on Facebook 
Marketplace, eBay, or other specialty platforms can 
draw in serious buyers from a broader area that 
know the item’s value and are willing to pay a higher 
price.

• Negotiation: Be open to haggling, but set a mini-
mum price in your mind for each item. Bundle deals 
can also encourage buyers to purchase more.

Pricing like a Pro: 
• Bulk Pricing: Offer bundle deals, such as “3 for $5” 
on books or toys. This can help move items quickly 
and encourage buyers to purchase more, leaving you 
with less clutter.

• Early Bird Discounts: Offer and post on Facebook 
if you will offer a discount to early shoppers or for 
those who buy multiple items. For example, “Buy 2, 
get 1 free” or “10% off before 10 AM.”
• Low-Priced or Free Items: Have a bargain bin 
with items priced at $1 or less – or even a “free” sec-
tion. This can lure more shoppers to your sale and 
help move smaller, less valuable items quickly.
• Last-Day Deals: On the final day/in the final hours 
of your sale, consider slashing prices or offering deep 
discounts to clear out remaining items.

Registration Information:
Must register by September 12 to be included on the 
sales map. You will then receive a link for your in-
dividual listing on September 13, one week before 
the event. That should still give you time to upload 
photos and promote your sale.

Here’s how the process will work for 2025:
•September 13, you’ll receive an email from gsalr.
com with the subject line: “Pending invitation to 
join: Reuse-A-Palooza from mailer@gsalr.com”

•Open the Email & Approve Your Listing
•Click the “Yes, Approve my listing!” button in the 
email. 
• Confirm your participation
•Add photos of items you’re selling (up to 50!)
•Write a description to highlight your sale 
(ex: baby items, furniture, tools, etc.)
•Choose optional upgrades if you want to boost 
visibility (not required)
•Your listing will then be published and included in 
the interactive sale map.

If you run into issues or don’t receive your email, 
check your spam folder or contact mailer@gsalr.
com. You can also reach out to me at nway@west-
chester-il.gov with questions. Thanks for joining in 
— let’s reduce, reuse, and make this our best sale yet!
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Tips to Make Your Reuse-a-Palooza Yard Sale a Success

Keep enjoying what’s in season! 
This bake is easy to customize with your 
favorite spices and veggies and works 
well as a side or main dish. Leave out the 
parmesan to make it vegan/dairy-free. 

 
Tomato Eggplant Zucchini Bake 
with Garlic and Parmesan 
makes 6 servings

Ingredients
-3 medium zucchini (about 1 1/2 pounds)
-1 small/medium eggplant (about 3/4 pound)
-1 pint cherry tomatoes or grape tomatoes
-1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
- 4 large cloves garlic, minced

- ¼ teaspoon kosher salt
- ¼ teaspoon ground black pepper
- ⅔ cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese divided 
(about 2 1/2 ounces)
- ¼ cup chopped fresh basil divided
-¼ cup chopped fresh parsley divided

Instructions
-Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly 
grease a deep 9x9-inch baking dish or similar 3 
1/2-quart casserole dish with nonstick spray.

-Quarter the zucchini then cut into 1/2-inch 
slices and place in a large mixing bowl (each 
piece of zucchini should be roughly 1/2 to 3/4 
inches in size). 

-Next, slice the eggplant into 1/4-inch rounds, 
then stack the rounds and cut into roughly 3/4-
inch pieces. Add to the bowl with the zucchini. 
Halve the cherry tomatoes and add them to the 

bowl. 

-Drizzle the cut vegetables with the olive oil, then 
add the garlic, salt, pepper, 1/3 cup of the Parme-
san cheese, and half of the basil and parsley. Toss 
gently to combine.

-Transfer the vegetables to the prepared baking 
dish. Bake for 25 minutes, cover the pan with 
aluminum foil, then continue baking for 10 to 
20 additional minutes, until the vegetables are 
tender. 

-Sprinkle with the remaining Parmesan cheese, 
basil, and parsley. Serve warm.

Source: www.wellplated.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to share 
with the community?  Send it to  GROW@
westchester-il.gov  for consideration for future 
newsletters. 

Recycled aluminum uses less than 
5% of the energy to make original 
product.

Recycled glass uses about 75% of 
the energy to make virgin glass.

Recycled steel uses 60-75% of en-
ergy used to make steel from raw 
material.

https://archive.epa.gov/epawaste/
conserve/smm/wastewise/web/html/
factoid.html

Green Fact of the Month Recipe of the Month



         SEPTEMBER 2025     11

PUBLIC WORKS
Village branch collection for September will 
be the week of September 8th – 12th 
October’s collection will be the week of 
October 6th – 10th 

November’s collection will be the week of 
November 3rd – 7th (last collection of the 
season)

The Public Works Department will collect 
branches the first full working week of every 
month 
(April-November)
• All brush must be put out on the front 
parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated 
collection day. Branches can be up to 7 feet in 
length and stacked with the butt ends facing 
the street in the same direction. If not stacked 
properly, a “restack” notice will be left.
• Again, please put ALL brush out on your 
designated collection day and Public Works 
crews will determine what constitutes an 
open load, which will be picked up later in the 
week.
• An open load would include any brush that 
will not fit through the chipper such as logs, 
stumps, and large limbs. These must be cut for 
one man to lift. Dirt must be removed from 
any root balls for pickup. 
• Public Works Crews will only pass through 
a designated pickup area once due to time, 
scheduling, and other workload responsibil-
ities.

Landscapers & tree services are respon-
sible for their own debris disposal.

Please note the following schedule for 
branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim Rd west to Wolf 
Rd and from Canterbury St south to Windsor 
Dr-including both sides of Windsor Dr. Also 
Waterford, Waverly, Camelot and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt Rd south to Cermak 
Rd-from Gardner Rd west to Mannheim Rd.

WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt Rd north to 
the expressway and from Gardner Rd west 
to Mannheim Rd. Also, Roosevelt Rd south 
to Canterbury St from Haase Ave west to 
Heidorn Ave.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west to 
Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 31st Street.   

Weekly yard waste collection by S.B.C. began 
on your first rubbish collection day in April.

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 312-522-1115	
sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester  

• Labor Day Delay: There will be no garbage 
pickup on Monday, September 1. Monday 
routes will be collected on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 2. Tuesday routes will be collected 
on Wednesday, September 3. Thursday and 
Friday routes will remain on their regular 
schedule.
• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard waste 
was at the curb by 6am but was not collected 

by 6pm on your regular day, please call S.B.C. 
directly to report a missed collection.
• You may place two (2) large items that will 
not fit in your receptacle (couch, chair, table, 
etc.,) at the curb every week for collection. 
Please call S.B.C. directly to inform them of 
large items.
• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including household 
chemicals, automotive products, paint prod-
ucts, garden chemicals, universal materials, 
batteries, long fluorescent lightbulbs, and 
swimming pool chemicals. This separate 
collection must be pre-scheduled by calling 
312-522-1115.

Street Parking Restrictions
From April 1 through November 30, parking 
restrictions are in effect to support street 
maintenance activities. Please check posted 
street signs carefully—it is unlawful to park 
or leave a vehicle parked during designated 
weekday hours on streets marked for main-
tenance. These restrictions help ensure our 
streets stay clean and well-maintained. These 
restrictions are for one side of the street, once 
a week, 7am-3pm as designated by posted 
signage.

Westchester Tree Replacement Program
1. The Village has been planting trees on 
eligible parkways at no cost to the resident. 
This replacement program does not allow for 
residents to choose the species of tree planted, 

the location, the number of trees planted, nor 
are residents able to opt-out of having a tree 
planted in the Village parkway in front and/
or side of their residence. Please call Public 
Works if you would like to request a tree 
be planted, sooner rather than later, on any 
parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the species 
of the tree to be planted, this can be achieved 
through the 50/50 program. The resident 
may choose the tree(s) from a list provided 
by the Village, and shares half of the cost of 
the tree(s) and planting with the Village. To 
request the list of 50/50 trees, please call the 
Public Works Department at 708-345-0041.

Village Watering Restrictions
There are water use restrictions in effect every 
year, May 15th to September 15th, from 12pm 
to 6pm. This includes:

(1)	 Outdoor Watering
(2)	 Cleaning Outdoor Surfaces
(3)	 Cleaning Buildings
(4)	 Pool Filling
(5)	 Sprinkling/ sprinklers

Outdoor water usage during unrestricted 
hours (before noon, after 6pm) is allowed on 
even numbered days for residents with even 
numbered addresses, and on odd num-
bered days for residents with odd numbered 
addresses. If we have a dry summer, further 
restrictions may be necessary. 

Construction notices & signs are all around the Village. Please read & keep notices when you receive them, and remember to obey all signs, permanent & temporary. 
UPDATES are posted daily to the Village of Westchester website. 

CONSTRUCTION NEWS
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GIVE BLOOD  |  vitalant.org

BLOOD 
DRIVE

OLD GLORY LODGE 141
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2025
9:00 AM - 1:15 PM
10210 Canterbury St, Westchester, IL

To schedule an appointment please call 877.258.4825 and use code: 10055402 or scan QR 
code.

Donors will have the chance to win one of two (2) $10,000 prepaid gift cards, redeemable 
by email. *Terms and conditions apply; see vitalant.org/SeptGiveaway.

Appointments Recommended.
Prepare: Eat well, hydrate, & bring ID.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE

For more information visit us at vitalant.org or call 
877-258-4825. Because of you, life doesn't stop.

(Basement)

Insect Safari 
 

With Naturalist Guides 
Mike Rush and Larry Godson 

 

Sunday – September 14, 2025 
12-2 pm 

 

Wolf Road Prairie House 
11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester 

 

Locust Borer Beetle (Megacyllene robiniae)                                   Photo: Jim Rowan 
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CENTENNIAL HISTORY: William Zelosky
One of the earliest developers of the 
model town of Westchester was Wil-
liam Zelosky. His office was located on 
Roosevelt Road very near the Roosevelt 
train station that opened on Oct. 1, 
1925, connecting Westchester to the city 
of Chicago. Zelosky’s real estate sales 
office was intended from the start to be 
donated to the village of Westchester as 
a civic center after the William Zelosky 
Company no longer needed it as a sales 
center. The building was created as a 
modified English-style building with a 
thatched roof. The interior was to con-
tain a hall holding about 400 people with 
an arched ceiling. It was planned with 
the most modern conveniences, with an 
executive office and ten private offices 
for sales managers, including restrooms 
and lighting effects. 

His vision was to create communities 
close to transportation with key infra-
structure in place, such as water and 
gas mains, sewers, and street lighting. 
Sidewalks and extra wide streets were to 
be created, as well as parklands. 

He also advocated for elm trees to be 
planted, and Westchester planted 15,000 
of these trees. He had already developed 
eight subdivisions on the Northwest 
side, where he had restricted properties 
and zoned them for residences, apart-
ments and business buildings before 
Chicago adopted zoning laws. 

His main hub of operations was located 
at 111 West Washington, on the second 
floor of what was then known as the 
Conway Building, designed by famed 
architect Daniel Burnham, now called 
the Burnham Center. Wherever Zelo-
sky created subdivisions, they bore his 
unique stamp of community planning. 

Who was this successful real estate de-
veloper? William Paul Zelosky (origi-
nally Zelichowski) was born on May 8, 
1867, in Gniewkowo, Poland. He came to 
the US in 1880 and settled in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, where he resided from 1890 to 
circa 1900. His brother Frank emigrated 
from Poland and settle there as well in 
1884, changing his name to Zeloski in 
1909. William encouraged his niece Rose 
Cecilia Zelosky (with a “y”) to study law 
at the University of Texas at Austin, and 
she became one of the first women to 
graduate from law school in Texas. 

William Zelosky had promised her a trip 
to Europe if she completed her studies. 
She became a suffragette and worked 
on the legal team of AT&T and later 
for the Veteran’s Administration. After 
the Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 
William Zelosky decided to move and 
settle in Chicago, where he began his 
real estate business around 1896. He 
traveled frequently, visiting places such 

as Europe, Egypt, Palestine, Puerto Rico, 
and Hawaii, collecting ideas and inspi-
ration. He was married twice, marrying 
his second wife in Chicago in 1915. He 
was a member of the Chicago Real Estate 
Board, North-West Side Real Estate 
Board, Illinois Athletic Club and the 
Press Club. He often was invited as key 
speaker to real estate and other organi-
zations, and his offices ran real estate 
classes toward licensing future real estate 
agents. He was made president of Chica-
go Mayor Dever’s Housing Commission. 
Dever was mayor from 1923-1927.

William Zelosky created several im-
provements for financing properties and 
homes for prospective owners. Many ads 
were placed in the Chicago Tirbune ad-
vertising investments in lots and homes 
in these newly expanded communities. 

Back in the1920s banks required a 
50 percent downpayment on a home. 
Zelosky created his own financing 
plans which helped many working-class 
people be able to afford their own home 
through lower monthly payments, “like 
paying rent.” He specialized in brick 
homes, especially bungalows, two-flats, 
and on occasion, three-flats. In 1924, he 
invested in and developed subdivisions 
in Lake View West, Rosedale Manor, Co-
lonial Gardens, Park View West, Catalpa 
Park, Gladstone Park and Gardens, and 
Jefferson Park. One can still find a rare 
plaque on the sidewalks of Catalpa Ave-
nue bearing the William Zelosky Com-
pany name. He offered safe, efficient and 
attractive subdivisions to prospective 
clients. 

He had offices in eight locations in the 
Chicago area, with four on Milwaukee 
Avenue alone. In the early to mid-1920s, 
he recruited sales managers, real estate 
agents, and staff to conduct his business. 
When Westchester was created in 1925, 
he had already gathered the requisite 
knowledge and experience to create and 
develop attractive subdivisions near the 
city of Chicago. What was new was that 
he was able to work setting up a commu-
nity from scratch. 

All the other communities he had 
worked on were already partially devel-
oped and did not have the open space 
that the Westchester area had to offer. 
The first baby born in Westchester was 
named after him - William Paul Gar-
daphe, whose father Charles worked for 
the Zelosky Company. William Zelosky 
died of a heart attack in Del Mar, San 
Diego, California. 

He was 78 years old. If you visit the 
Westchester streets north of Roosevelt 
Road, you can still find examples of 
Zelosky homes and developments sand-
wiched between more modern postwar 

buildings. Today the Westchester Village 
Hall is located where his sales office 
used to be. Starting in 1962, following 
the death of William’s wife Mildred 
Zeloskyin 1959, an exchange scholarship 
program was set up to have U.S students 
study in Poland, and Polish students 
study in the U.S. Above all William 
Zelosky had great faith in the expansion 

of Chicago and its surrounding com-
munities with transportation services 
and infrastructure in place. Westchester 
was inspired by his vision of the perfect 
model town. 

Patricia Reaves
Save the Prairie Society 
Director and Historian 

One of the earliest developers of the model town of Westchester was William 
Zelosky. His office was located on Roosevelt Road very near the Roosevelt train 
station that opened on Oct. 1, 1925, connecting Westchester to the city of Chicago. 
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LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB? 

Interfaith Career Network Offers Free Assistance             
Open to All 

 

"Tech-Savvy for Success: Basic Digital Skills for Job Seekers" 

Thursday, September 18. 2025 From 7-9pm                
Casey Emerich, Presenter  

Join us at St. John of the Cross Prish Center, Western Springs, as we 
explore 9me-saving tech 9ps and tricks with our speaker, Casey 
Emerich, Office Technology Informa9on Professor at College of DuPage. 

In today’s compe99ve job market, digital organiza9on can set you apart. 
This prac9cal, hands-on session is designed to help job seekers boost 
confidence and produc9vity by mastering everyday technology tools 
and techniques. 

 Key Takeaways: 

• Best prac9ces for organizing digital files and folders. 
• Smart file naming conven9ons for easy retrieval 
• How to use OneDrive to access your documents from anywhere 

Keyboard shortcuts to improve speed and efficiency. 
 

Join us for this informa9ve presenta9on at St. John of the Cross Parish 
Center, 5005 Wolf Road, Western Springs on 9/18, 7-9pm.   All are 
welcome. There is no cost to aYend.  

Visit www.interfaithcareernetwork.com for addi3onal resources. 

BP GAS WESTCHESTER
825 SOUTH MANNHEIM ROAD

WESTCHESTER, IL 60154
(708) 343-0235
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Westchester
Garden Walk

Delivers!
Despite a steady rain that lasted nearly an hour, Grassroots
Garden Group’s 7  Annual Westchester Garden Walk on
Saturday, July 19th, was a record breaking success! The rain
couldn’t keep over 140 garden walk enthusiasts away from
visiting this year’s 11 featured gardens which covered the
entire village in celebration of Westchester’s Centennial. The
expanded offering included both public and private gardens
featuring a stunning array of flowers, vegetables, trees, ponds,
and elaborate entertaining spaces. The vision and creativity of
this year’s garden owners was truly special and has cemented
the garden walk as one of Westchester’s signature annual
events.

th

“Every year our garden walk features beautiful gardens and
this year was no exception,” said Grassroots Garden Group’s
founder, Bethanny Alexander. “Several visitors have shared
with us that the Westchester Garden Walk is their favorite
garden walk in the area. We thank our garden homeowners,
sponsors, volunteers, and enthusiastic garden walkers for
making 2025 the best garden walk yet. Our garden walk
reinforces that Westchester is a beautiful place to live.”

Proceeds from the garden walk are donated to the
Westchester Food Pantry. A record-setting $7,000 check was
presented to Amanda Grant, executive director of the food
pantry. Since 2018, Grassroots Garden Group’s annual
garden walks and plant sales have raised nearly $50,000 for
the Westchester Food Pantry.

“The need to assist those who are food insecure is greater
now than ever before,” said Grant. “We are so grateful
Grassroots Garden Group continues to partner with us to help
fulfill our mission.” 

For more information about getting involved with Grassroots
Garden Group, or if you would like to have your yard and
gardens considered for the 2026 Westchester Garden Walk,
please visit www.grassrootsgardengroup.org or send an email
to  grassrootsgroup2015@gmail.com.
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WaterSmart Portal is Now Live – Sign Up Now!
We’re excited to announce the launch of 
Westchester’s new Water Usage Portal! 
This new tool will allow residents to view 
real-time water usage, receive automated 
alerts for leaks or unusual activity, access 
billing information, and more — all in 
one convenient place.

Don’t miss this opportunity to take con-
trol of your water usage, avoid surprises 
on your bill, and help us build a more 
efficient, responsive utility system.

SIGN UP FOR THE WATERSMART 
PORTAL NOW: www.westchester-il.org/
waterportal

New Water & Sewer Rates
These changes took effect July 1, 2025, 
following a professional rate study, and 
represent the next phase of the Village’s 
multi-year plan to address aging infra-
structure, comply with the State’s Lead 
Service Line Replacement Mandate, and 
maintain long-term financial sustainabili-
ty of our water and sewer systems. 

New Rates Effective July 1, 2025:
• Water usage: $19.21 per 1,000 gallons
• Sewer usage: $4.03 per 1,000 gallons
• Water infrastructure fee: $22 per month
• Sewer infrastructure fee: $15 per month

These rates will appear on the September 
2025 utility bills.

The approved ordinance also includes a 
10% increase in July 2026, a 5% increase 
in July 2027, and then annual increases 
of 3–5% to keep pace with infrastructure 
maintenance and water delivery costs.

Please note: Garbage rates as of July 1, 
2025, will be $21.65 per month (or $18.56 
per month for senior households), based 
on the standard annual increase in the 
Village’s solid waste contract.

Water Fixture Efficiency 
Reimbursement Grant Program

The Village of Westchester is offering a 
Water Fixture Efficiency Reimbursement 
Grant to assist low-income residents in 
reducing water usage and offsetting the 
cost of high-efficiency fixtures. Eligible 
residents can receive up to 90% reim-
bursement on the purchase and instal-
lation of lead-free toilets, faucets, and 
showerheads—with a lifetime household 
maximum of $500.

Highlights:

     Covers up to:

       • $200 per toilet

       • $100 per faucet

       • $75 per showerhead

     Must meet water-efficiency standards  
      (e.g. 1.28 gallons per flush for toilets)
      
      Must obtain a free plumbing permit
      Income eligibility required (e.g. Med 
       icaid, SNAP, LIHEAP, or unemploy 
       ment letter)

Utility Bill Hardship Program
The Village of Westchester offers a Utility 
Bill Hardship Program to assist residents 

who are experiencing financial difficulty 
in keeping up with their water and sewer 
bill. This program allows eligible account 
holders to apply for a payment arrange-
ment through a formal hardship hearing.

Program Details:
Account must not be delinquent at the 
time of application

Residents must apply in writing using 
the official application
Only one hardship arrangement allowed 
every 6 months

Applicants must attend a scheduled 
hardship hearing – missing it counts as 

your one chance for the 6-month period

If approved, failure to follow the 
payment plan will result in termination  

   and the full balance becoming due

Submit completed applications to:
Village of Westchester – 
Utility Billing Department
10300 Roosevelt Road, 
Westchester, IL 60154

SEE WATER, PAGE 18

Water & Sewer
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GAMES & RAFFLES

CANTATA 
CENTENNIAL
FESTIVAL

1:00PM-9:00PM
CANTATA ADULT LIFE SERVICES CAMPUS
8700 W 31  ST, BROOKFIELD, IL ST

(FREE PARKING AVAILABLE AT BROOKFIELD ZOO NORTH LOT, 
FREE VALET BICYCLE PARKING PROVIDED BY CYCLE BROOKFIELD)

MORE INFORMATION CAN BE SEEN AT WWW.CANTATA100.ORG

BEER, WINE & FOOD
LIVE MUSIC

HEADLINED BY MAGGIE SPEAKS 7PM!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER  13TH

10
0 YEARS

OF 
COMMUNITY

FUN
GRATITUDE

Cantata Adult Life Services, a not-for-profit senior living and senior services 
organization in Brookfield, is celebrating its Centennial.

INFO@CANTATA.ORG

CANTATA100 BIKE RIDE BY
CYCLE BROOKFIELD

FREE 
ADMISSION

t

h

e

STAY TUNED FOR DETAILS...

Parade - 10 : 00 am - 12:00 pm

Parade - 10 : 00 am - 12:00 pm

Resource Fair - 12 : 00 pm - 4:00 pm

Resource Fair - 12 : 00 pm - 4:00 pm



Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I hope you're enjoyed the final stretch of summer and finding time to 
relax and recharge. While it’s always hard to say goodbye to summer, 
I’m excited about what’s ahead for our students and staff. Over the past 
few months, our team has been hard at work preparing for a great 
school year—one that’s full of engaging lessons, meaningful connec-
tions, and continued focus on safety and student well-being. 

One tradition we’re proud to continue is Significant 72—a program 
dedicated to the first three days of school, focusing on building 
strong relationships between students and staff. Our team met again 
this summer to plan activities that will help students feel welcomed, 
connected, and ready to learn from day one. We’re all looking forward 
to the first day of school on Wednesday, August 20th! 

Thank you to all the families who completed registration in July. A big 
thank you goes out to our school administrative assistants, principals, 
Officer Aguirre, and our district staff for all their help supporting    
families through the process. 

Here are some important dates to keep on your radar: 

●August 5th – National Night Out at WIS from 4:00–7:00 p.m. 
August 11th – WPS Kindergarten Bus Orientation from 5:00–6:30 
p.m. 
Week of August 11th – Student schedules will be posted in  
   PowerSchool’s Parent Portal 
August 13th – WMS Locker Move-In Day, 2:00–5:00 p.m. (for fully    
registered students) 
● August 18th & 19th – Teacher Institute Days (No school for stu-
dents) Please Note: Registration will be paused from August 18–20 so 
staff can focus on first-day prep 
● August 18th – Meet-and-Greet-with-a-Treat at all buildings, 5:00–
7:00 p.m. 
● August 20th – First Day of School for all students 

We know strong partnerships with families make a big difference in 
student success. I encourage you to stay connected—whether it’s 
through school events, volunteering, or just checking in with your 
child’s teacher. If you ever have a question or want to reach out       
directly, don’t hesitate to email me at psalemi@sd925.org or call my 
cell at 708-670-1927. 

Here’s to a fantastic start to the 2025–2026 school year! 

Sincerely, 

Philip Salemi, Ed.D  
Superintendent of Schools District 92½ 

A Letter from the Superintendent 

Westchester Primary School 
 
Westchester Primary School was thrilled to begin the school year on 
August 20th!  WPS continues to implement Responsive Classroom 
Practices for social-emotional learning into our school day. Specifically, 
we devoted the first three days of school to building a classroom culture 
and relationships, while also explicitly teaching the Dolphin Pride  
Expectations for behavior throughout our school: Be Ready, Be Caring, 
Be Safe. 
 
Also, students have been engaged in all areas of academic learning to 
ensure achievement and have been participating in the beginning of the 
year benchmark assessments to collect baseline data and create small 
groupings for both the ELA and Math. Additionally, our staff will use 
assessments throughout the school year to help students set and achieve 
learning goals. 
 
We look forward to creating partnerships with all our families and  
community members. The WPS Curriculum Night will be held on 
Thursday, September 4th, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. All attendees learn 
about their child’s curriculum and expectations for learning, and have 
the opportunity to engage in mini-sessions to gain insight into how to 
support learning at home after school. Also, WPS will host a        
Grandparents Night of Activities during our curriculum night to        
celebrate the special relationship between grandparents and their WPS 
grandchildren. We encourage families to follow our calendar of events 
located on the district website at sd925.org. 

 
At this time, WPS would like to welcome the new additions to our 
school family: 

Alexa Coglianese - Second Grade Teacher 
Sabrina Gambino - First Grade Teacher 
Allison Rogers - Second Grade Teacher 
Jeannine Phillips - Speech Pathologist 
Natalie Salinas - Long-term kindergarten substitute teacher for  
  Brittany Swift 

 
We also have a few grade-level changes at WPS this year. Angie 
Nagle and Brittany Swift will be teaching kindergarten, and Tiffany 
McMorrow and Ivy White will be teaching first grade. Additionally, 
Haley Calabrese has joined us from WIS to serve as a paraprofessional 
in our school. 
 
WPS continues to send weekly updates on Friday afternoons, starting at 
4:00 PM, to our families through Parent Square. All families are  
encouraged to download the app on their phone for up-to-date  
information. These messages include essential information about WPS 
and our upcoming activities and events. Please ensure that your email 
address is current in PowerSchool so that you receive these messages. If 
you are not receiving the messages, please get in touch with the main 
office at 708-562-1509. 
 
Finally, all families are encouraged to join the WPTC if they have not 
already done so. Joining is an excellent way to stay connected to the 
school and participate in year-long events that help strengthen the home
-school connection. 

Schools
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PPrroovviissoo  HHaannddyymmaann  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

  

BBeellllwwoooodd  ·  BBeerrkkeelleeyy  ·  BBrrooaaddvviieeww  ·  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  ·  FFoorreesstt  PPaarrkk  ·  HHiillllssiiddee  ·  
LLaaGGrraannggee  PPaarrkk  ·  MMaayywwoooodd  ·  MMeellrroossee  PPaarrkk  ·  NNoorrtthh  RRiivveerrssiiddee  ·  

NNoorrtthhllaakkee  ·  SSttoonnee  PPaarrkk  ·  WWeessttcchheesstteerr  ·  WWeesstteerrnn  SSpprriinnggss  

++  OOnnllyy  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviissoo  TToowwnnsshhiipp++  

 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                        

Gay F. Chase · Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher  · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22002255  
It’s getting dark out earlier! Time to make sure your outside light fixtures and  

security lights are in working order. We can change the lightbulbs or the fixtures. We can also 
help put away your lawn furniture. When was the last time you changed the batteries in your 

smoke alarms? 

 Call 708-547-4001 

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and 
disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

An Old-Fashioned 

Prairie Fest 

Saturday, September 6 
10am—4pm  

 

11225 Constitution Drive in  
Westchester, at the North end of  

Wolf Road Prairie 
Rain date: Saturday, September 13 

S  Free Event:  
Something for Everyone! 

 

Vendors offering Arts and Crafts items 
Nature guides leading Wolf Road Prairie Walking Tours 

STPS local historian giving tours of an                          
1853 Schoolhouse within an 1870s Prairie Farmhouse 

Ledo’s Pizza 
JG’s Reptile Roadshow  

Dulcimer Players performing music on the front porch 
Come learn more about Prairie and History Events, 

Restoration Efforts and other                              
Save the Prairie Society Volunteer Opportunities 
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TAKE THE ENERGY PLAN SURVEY 
Take the Energy Plan Survey to help set our priorities, and share it with 
your Westchester friends, family, and neighbors! 

The Village of Westchester is creating its first Energy Plan to 
improve energy efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

and increase sustainability in our community. 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
HOW TO GET INVOLVED NOW:

Stay Informed 
Follow the development of the Village’s Energy Plan by visiting the plan’s 

webpage at https://palebluedot.llc/westchester-energy-plan 

Scan the QR code 
Take the survey and follow the planning progress by visiting the 

Energy Plan webpage. 

https://palebluedot.llc/westchester-energy-plan 
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5K | 1 MILE | 40 YARD DASH
WEST40 RUNS
Join the West40 Run for a day of fun, fitness, and 
community spirit, all while helping students in need.
CHOOSE YOUR RACE:

5K – Push your pace and go for a PR!
1 Mile – Fast, fun, and family-friendly.
40 Yard Kids Dash – Every finisher gets a ribbon!

AWARDS: 
Top 3 finishers in every age category for the 5K and 
1 Mile receive medals.

Your registration supports the West40
Education Foundation, helping remove
barriers to success for local students,
whether it’s providing warm coats,
school supplies, or safe housing. 
When we run together 
for our kids, the ripple 
effect reaches our whole 
community.

Saturday, October 11, 2025
St. Joseph Campus 
10900 W. Cermak Rd., 
Westchester, IL

Packet Pick-up: 8:00 AM 
5K & 1M Start: 9:00 AM 
40 Yard Dash: 10:15 AM

SIGN UP TODAY
LET’S RUN FOR 
HOPE, FOR OUR 
STUDENTS, 
FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

LACE UP FOR A CAUSE
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http://raceroster.com/105914 
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We are so happy to be Back to School! We kicked off August with 
a Meet and Greet at each school. We welcomed both new and re-
turning students and families with a sweet treat. We are excited to 
ring in the 2025-2026 school year!

The “Back to School Celebration” at Mayfair Park was a blast! It was wonderful to see so many students and 
their families at this much anticipated event! 

The first WPTC meeting of the 2025/26 school year will be held on September 3, in the WIS cafeteria at 6:00 
p.m.. 
The WPTC is looking forward to our annual Walk-a-Thon on September 26th. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for students and their families to raise funds to help support their schools. 

WPTC is looking forward to making this school year a memorable one for students and their families. 

 Keep an eye out for upcoming events and volunteer opportunities!

Important Dates:
First WPTC Meeting: September 3

WPS Curriculum Night: September 4
WIS Curriculum Night: September 16

WMS School Store: September 25
Walkathon: September 26

Please continue to check our Facebook page and website for any updates!
www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5
You can also reach the WPTC via email at wptc925@gmail.com.



The Women from the 
Westchester Community Church 

1840 Westchester Blvd. in Westchester 
 

are seeking crafters/vendors for their annual 

Harvest of Crafts 
Saturday, November 15, 2025 

The sale is from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
It features: *Homemade crafts made by the church members * 

* Treasures and Trinkets for $2.00 * * Raffle prizes * 
 

We are selling a space with a table for $30.00.  (If you wish to have two 
tables the cost is $50.00.)  The table(s) is 2 1/2 ft. by 8 ft. and includes 2 
chairs.  Limited electrical outlets on a first come first serve basis.  
Contact Westchester Community Church, 708-865-1282, if interested or 
have any questions.  
 

To reserve a space, a non-refundable fee of $30 ($50 for two tables) needs to be paid by Monday, Oct. 27th. 
If reserving a space on or after Tuesday, Oct. 28th the cost of the table will be $35 ($55.00 for two tables) 

Mark your calendars, the annual Pumpkin 
Smash will be November 8 & 9! 

Westchester’s 7th annual Pumpkin Smash, 
brought to you by the Green Residents of 
Westchester (GROW), is an effort to keep pump-
kins out of landfill. 

Drop them at collection bins at one of two 
locations and they’ll be sent to be composted:  

1. Behind the Westchester Community Church: 
1840 Westchester Boulevard

2. In the back of the Mayfair Recreation Center 
parking lot: 10835 Wakefield Street 
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The villages of Oak Park, Forest Park and River Forest will host the Sixth Annual Tour de Proviso on Saturday, 

October 4 to promote health and wellness across Proviso Township and its neighboring villages.

This free annual bike ride brings together neighboring communities for a morning of cycling and regional 

connection across many communities including Bellwood, Broadview, Forest Park, Maywood, Oak Park, River 

Forest and more.

Originally started in 2020 by Mayor Katrina Thompson of Broadview as a way to foster wellness during the pandemic, the annual event is organized in 

partnership with Best of Proviso Township and has grown into a rotating, multi-community ride. Each year, a different municipality takes the lead in 

organizing the route and activities. Oak Park is hosting Tour de Proviso for the first time and is looking forward to welcoming riders this fall.

Event Details
Hosts: Village of Oak Park, Village of Forest Park and Village of River Forest

Date: Saturday, October 4, 2025

Check In Time: Begins at 7:00 a.m.

Ride Start 
Main ride: 8:00 a.m.

Family ride: ~8:30 AM

Route Lengths  
Full ride - 20 miles 

Family ride - 7 miles 

Start/End:  Oak Park Village Hall (123 Madison St.)

Cost: FREE
Who Can Join: All ages and experience levels

Register Online by September 14: oak-park.us/community/tour-de-proviso

Routes: Tour de Proviso is a family-friendly event designed for cyclists of all skill levels. Two routes will be offered at varied distances, a seven-mile route and 20-

mile route.

Both routes begin and end in Oak Park, near Village Hall (123 Madison St.), and have been reviewed in coordination with the Oak Park Police Department, the 

Department of Public Works and leaders from neighboring municipalities most impacted by the routes, including Forest Park and River Forest.

Community Fair: The Village of Oak Park will host a Community Fair from 9 a.m. to noon on the south lawn at Village Hall. The fair will feature 20+ participants 

from across west Cook County, including elected officials, local organizations, businesses. There will be food vendors on site, with music also provided by a DJ.
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2025 Tour de Proviso



Last Chance for Federal Tax Savings on Electric Vehicles, Solar Panels and More
Elizabeth Wiseman-Chase, GROW Commissioner, July 24th, 2025

Recent legislation will end Federal tax incentives on electric vehicles, rooftop solar and battery storage, home weatherization, and installation of 
a heat pump HVAC system or hot water heater.*             
* Please consult your tax advisor on how these incentives may apply to you 

Electric Vehicles and Home EV Chargers:  
The Federal Clean Vehicle Tax Credit incentive of up to $7,500 for purchasing a new EV, and up to $4,000 for a used one will end on September 30, 2025.  If 
you’re in the market for an EV, there is still time to take advantage of this incentive and some manufacturers are offering attractive financing. Level 2 chargers placed 
in service before June 30, 2026 may be eligible for up to $1,000 with the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property Credit incentive.  ComEd is offering incentives 
of up to $3,750 for installation of a home charger. 

Rooftop Solar and/or Battery Storage
The Residential Clean Energy Credit of 30% for the cost of purchase and installation.  Systems must be installed and placed into service by December 31, 2025.  Up-
grading the electrical panel with installation of rooftop solar and/or battery storage may qualify you for an uncapped 30% credit on the panel upgrade.

There is an additional group purchasing discount (up to 17%) offered by the Switch Together Program that has been vetted by Citizens Utility Board, the Midwest 
Renewable Energy Association, and Cook County. The program is scheduled to open on August 6th, and the decision deadline will be September 3rd.  The program 
cannot guarantee projects will be installed by the end of the year (which would give customers a better chance at claiming the tax credit) but that is the goal. 

Home Energy Efficiency 
The Energy Efficient Home Improvement Credit of up to 30% of the cost of purchase and installation.  Systems must be installed and placed into service by Decem-
ber 31, 2025.    

There are aggregate limits for this credit:  $1,200 limit for projects like a professional home energy audit; installing insulation; door, window and electrical panel 
upgrades; and installing insulation; door, window and electrical panel upgrades; and installing a high efficiency air-conditioning unit.  There’s an additional credit of 
up to $2,000 is available for buying an electric heat pump (HVAC) system or a heat pump water heater.  Upgrading your electrical panel to 200 amp service is eligible 
for a 30% credit, up to $600.  Combining an electrical panel upgrade alongside a heat pump could potentially allow for $2,600 in Federal tax credits. 
ComEd is offering ENERGY STAR rebates on select electric and heat pump washers/dryers, induction cooktops and ranges.
For more information, contact ewchase@westchester-il.gov
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