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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

The Village of Westchester is now proudly 
collaborating with the Veterans Assistance 
Commission of Cook County hosting them in our 
courtroom weekly.  Every Thursday, beginning on 
March 6, 2025, from 10am to 3pm, they will be available 
to provide services to veterans such as the processing 
of claims and answering questions about services 
available to all veterans.  

The lines at the Secretary of State facility here at the 
village have increased with public notifications that 
a Real ID was required by May 7th of this year.  Your 
current drivers license is still valid and will not expire 
this May as some have stated.  A Real ID is a form of 
identification, federally mandated, that WILL be 
required for domestic air travel, and entry into federal 
buildings in May if you do not have a valid passport 
or global entry card. It should also be known, that 
Real ID’s can be obtained at any time after May as 
well if the need for travel were to arise at a later time.  
Please visit the Secretary of State website for a full list if 
items that are required to obtain your Real ID to avoid 
visiting a facility and being turned away.  As a reminder, 
Westchester’s Secretary of State facility is a 65 year or 
older walk-in facility.

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District is 
continuing its work along Addison Creek in our 
northern portion of town to increase creek size and 
clean out debris in an effort to improve water flow out 
of our community.  This is a flood control project that 
coincides with their recently unveiled water detention 
facility in Bellwood along the creek.  Engineers are 
seeking to remove almost 200 homes from the current 
flood plain in the near future which will assist in 
lowering or removing the required flood insurance that 
many residents can be burdened with.  

The Village also continues to eliminate flooding 
concerns by televising our sewers regularly, jetting 
clogged or debris filled sewers and relining or replacing 
portions of sewers that have collapsed due to age.  Over 
the past decade, a majority of sewers in town have been 
replaced or relined nearly eliminating the calls received 
during storm events.  

At our February 25th board meeting, the village’s 
contracted outside audit firm was present to provide 
us with completed audits for fiscal year 2022 and 2023 
and give an overview of our finances during those 
periods.  We ended 2022 with a net increase of our 
general fund balance of $1,332,583 and ended 2023 
with a net increase of $2,041,449 adding at total of 
$3.4 million dollars in our fund balance reserves over 
the two-year period.  This occurred primarily due to 
staffing shortages in our police, fire and administration 
departments. The village’s auditor intends on 
completing our fiscal 2024 audit by this summer. 

In attempts to restore staffing to appropriate levels, 
funding pension liabilities and make needed building 
improvements and equipment purchases that were 

deferred in previous years, the budget passed in April 
of 2024 showed a spend down of over $800,000 of our 
previous year’s surpluses.  As we near the end of the 
budget year ending on April 30, 2025, at this time, early 
projections show expenditures are trending under the 
budgeted amount leading to a more balanced budget 
for this year.

The Westchester Food Pantry is seeking donations 
due to a reduction in food allotments being received. 
Cereal, peanut butter, jelly and meals in a can are being 
requested. In 2024, close to half a million meals were 
provided by the Westchester Food Pantry to over 6,000 
households.  Donations and volunteers are always 
needed. The Westchester Food Pantry is located at 1938 
S. Mannheim Road. 

Lastly, locally owned and operated, the restaurant 
Tastefull has announced that they will be opening on 
March 17, 2025. Located at 1929 Mannheim they will 
be serving pizza, burgers and wings for both dine-in 
and carryout.  By supporting local businesses, you are 
supporting the Village of Westchester.  Please shop local 
when possible.  

President Hribal honors Westchester�s own Olivia 
Cameron, history-making Fenwick bowling star, 
and Ryan Smith, Nazareth alum who was recently 
drafted by the Houston Astros, with proclamations.

WestchesterWestchester
collaborating with the Veterans Assistance 
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Fire

Pet Safety Tips from the Westchester FD

he Westchester Fire Department 
wishes all of you a happy Spring! As 
the weather starts to warm up, we 
are seeing many of our village’s four-
legged friends sniffing the grass and 
paying visits to our fire hydrants!  

We always like to remind our 
residents of fire safety for humans, 
but would like to spend this month 
advocating for fire safety for pets.  

Did you know that cats like to chew 
on electrical cords and dogs like to 
put their paws up on oven knobs?  
According to Today’s Veterinary 
Practice, “500,000 pets are affected 
by house fires each year, with 
1,000 house fires started by pets 
themselves.” If your little furball 
tends to jump up on the stove or 
your cat enjoys knocking things over 
in your home, make sure to use child 
locks on the stove and not have space 
heaters or candles around your pet.  

You can also use baby gates or close 
doors as needed when you leave the 
home.  

We have attached a pet safety sheet 
from the National Fire Protection 
Association for reference.  You can 
also search online for more tips for 
your little cutie’s safety.  

Make sure to wave to us when we 
pass by you and your pets this Spring!
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What are Medical ID Bracelets?
Medical ID Bracelets would go around 

the participant’s wrist for the purposes 
of identification, by use of a unique 
identification number.  If the participant 
is confused, no-verbal or unable to 
communicate during an emergency or 
stressful situation.

All participant’s information will be 
kept on file within a secure server of the 
Westchester Police Department.  Each 
unique identification number will include 
but is not limited to:

a. Name
b. Nickname
c. Date of Birth
d. Address
e. Emergency Contact
f. Diagnosis
g. If non-verbal how does participant 

communicate
h. Medication
i. Doctor

Information that may assist a subject 

that may be confused and or stressed in a 
situation (certain likes, dislikes, music etc.)

Who Benefits From This Program?
Residents of Westchester that may benefit 

include those suffering from medical or 
mental health conditions such as:

Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Autism, 
Developmental delays or any other medical 
or mental health concerns.

Bracelets
Each bracelet is made of a strong silicone 

material affixed with a metal face plate that 
will contain:

a. Unique medical identification number
b. The name and emergency number for 

the Westchester Police Department

How to Enroll
Please contact The Village of Westchester 

to inquire on enrolling in this program.
Call:  708-345-0433
Email:  idbracelet@westchester-il.gov

You will need your medical and 
emergency contact information in order to 
complete the application.  All information 
will remain confidential and only be 
utilized in the case of an emergency by 
authorized personnel.

Release of Information
The information contained within 

the Medical ID Bracelet will ONLY be 

released to authorized personnel (Police 
Department, Fire Department, Hospital 
Staff) in order to assist in a resolution of an 
emergency situation.

Anytime information in the bracelet 
is utilized the person providing the 
information will complete the Village of 
Westchester Medical ID Bracelet Program 
Log.  

Medical ID Bracelet Program 
The Westchester Police and Fire Departments offer Medical ID Bracelets free of charge

The Westchester Branch was part of the 
interurban train line’s extension of service 
to the western suburbs. As conceived in the 
early 1920s, The Chicago Aurora and Elgin 
(CA&E) wanted to create a bypass for their 
Western line that would leave the main line 
at Bellwood and head south, with the idea 
of reconnecting to the CA&E at Warrenville. 
The CA&E was also called either “The Third 
Rail” or the “Roaring Elgin.” Since much 
of the early Westchester area was open 
farmland, progress on that line could be 
extended without major obstacles on a one 
mile stretch from Bellwood to Roosevelt 
Road (formerly 12th Street). Samuel Insull 
and a group of developers had invested 
in 2,200 acres of farmland that was to be 
developed around the transit system, 
providing fast and efficient service for this 
newly conceived town of Westchester to the 
Chicago Loop. As the owners of the “L” at the 
time, he Chicago Rapid Transit Company 
(CRT) would operate the branch line. 
The Grant N. Britten camp on the former 
Hermann Pflug farm (near the overpass on 
Mannheim Road north of Roosevelt Rd.) 
housed the many workers who would lay 
the tracks and level the ground for trains and 
streets. The Harrison Station, located just 
north of today’s Eisenhower Expressway, 
was the entry point to Westchester. From 
there the line extended on the east side 

of Garfield Park just west of Westchester 
Boulevard to Roosevelt Road. The Illinois 
Central would cross on an overpass right 
before the station. One can still see some of 
that historic train line right- of-way north 
and south of Kitchner Avenue where a line 
of telephone poles still exists. The platform 
at the Roosevelt Station was located on an 
underpass below the station.

In early 1926 an abundance of 
advertisements suddenly appeared in the 
newspapers about the model community 
of Westchester, which incorporated in 1925. 
People could buy lots and own houses 
and make a home in two- or three-story 
apartments built by developers such as 
Zelosky and Nixon. Those advertisements 
focused on trains with cheap and frequent 
service. Soon the train line to Roosevelt 
Road was opened on Friday, October 
1, 1926, at 12:34 am. Celebrations that 
weekend centered around William 

Zelosky’s company office, located near the 
intersection of Mannheim and Roosevelt 
Road (the site of Westchester’s city hall 
today). According to the Chicago Tribune, 
attractions included a “Texas Barbecue, a 
fish fry, and other features.” William Zelosky 
had originally hailed from Texas! It took a 
great deal of 1920s exuberance to create an 
English-style development that might well 
lose money initially, confident that it could 
be recouped in the future once lots were 
sold and homes were built.

Indeed, construction of the Westchester 
train branch pushed forward, with 
an extension from Roosevelt Road to 
Canterbury Street station taking shape. This 
was started in 1927, at first boldly but quietly, 
since the rights to cross Roosevelt Road 
had not yet been secured. By December 1, 
1930, the branch continuation reached its 
destination at Cermak (22nd Street) and 
Mannheim Road. It never was extended 
further to create a bypass, as had been the 
initial aim. The single-track route used by 
a single shuttle car ran between Balmoral 
Avenue and Westchester Boulevard along the 
slight bend west of Balmoral to Mannheim 
Road. The station at 22nd and Mannheim 
was located where the proposed center of 
Westchester was to be with a civic center, 
a theater, a library, a park with a fountain, 
and a school. The Great Depression of 1929 

halted all these ambitious development 
projects in the Westchester area, leaving 
empty lots and overgrown sidewalks. The 
trains continued to run, but in the 1920s 
people never anticipated that car usage 
would take precedence over train ridership. 
In the forties and fifties, after World War II, 
Westchester grew once again as new-home 
construction soared, but the use of trains 
declined. On December 9, 1951, service 
on the Westchester Branch was halted 
completely. The Pace buses later would 
follow the route of the former train line 
in Westchester. A bus stop replaced the 
station on Canterbury, and a bank replaced 
the station at Cermak and Mannheim. 
The main train line of the CA &E ceased 
to function by June of 1958 as well. A new 
era began with the creation of the Tri-State 
Tollway system and the opening of the 
Eisenhower Expressway in 1960 along the 
northern border of Westchester. This year, 
2025, Westchester is revisiting its unique 
history as part of the centennial celebration 
of its roots as a model community planned 
along the Westchester train transportation 
branch. 

Patricia Reaves, 
Save the Prairie Society Director  

    and Historian
 

The Westchester Branch and the Westchester Train Stations
CENTENNIAL
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WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER

All defendants are considered 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 

of law.

25-00245 
01/18/2025 9:09PM 
RECKLESS DISCHARGE 
OF A FIREARM 
2200 BLK BUCKINGHAM AVE 

On January 18, 2025, at approximately 
21:09 hrs, officers from the Westchester 
Police Department were dispatched to 
the 2200 block of Buckingham Avenue 
in response to an unknown disturbance. 
Upon arrival, officers determined 
that the situation involved domestic 
violence, which had escalated into 
gunfire. The suspect, who had fired 
shots, retreated into a nearby residence 
as officers approached. The suspect, 
later identified as Tyrone Coakley, 36, 
had barricaded himself inside the home 
with his three young children. Officers 
from Westchester Police Department, 
along with personnel from neighboring 
law enforcement agencies, quickly 
established a perimeter around the 
residence and began negotiating with 
the suspect. After an hour-long standoff, 
Coakley released the children from the 
home and surrendered to police without 
further incident. He was taken into 
custody on charges of domestic violence 
and weapons offenses. The situation 

caused temporary traffic disruptions 
due to the police presence; however, all 
roadways have since been reopened, 
and there is no ongoing threat to the 
community.

25-00292 
01/22/2025 
8:41AM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
1600 BLK NORFOLK AVE

WPD Officer on patrol observed a 
vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 21 
year old male from Clarksville, TN was 
cited for Disobeying Stop Sign, and No 
Valid Drivers License. The 21 year old 
was released with a Citation & Notice 
and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 
IL.

25-00419 
02/02/2025 
6:02AM TRAFFIC STOP 
800 BLK MANNHEIM RD WPD 
Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 36 year 
old female from Chicago, IL was cited for 
Driving under the Influence of Alcohol, 
and Illegal Transportation of Alcohol. 
The 36 year old was released with a 
Citation & Notice and given a court 
date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

25-00434 
02/02/2025 
10:55PM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
CERMAK RD & BUCKINGHAM AVE 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 
34 year old male from Berywn, IL was 
cited for Suspended Registration, and 
No Valid License. The 34 year old was 
released with a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 
IL.

25-00468 
02/05/2025 
2:53PM T
RAFFIC STOP 
CERMAK RD & NORFOLK AVE 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle perform a traffic infraction. A 
32 year old male from Chicago, IL was 
cited for Improper Disobeying Stop 
Sign, No Valid Drivers License, and No 
Proof of Valid Insurance. The 32 year old 
was released with a Citation & Notice 
and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, 
IL.

25-00524 
02/10/2025 
10:01PM 

DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL 
WOLF RD & WINDSOR DR 
WPD Officers responded to the area 

of Wolf & Windsor for a vehicle parked 
on the roadway. A 39 year old male from 
Bellwood, IL was cited for Improper 
Parking on the Roadway, Driving 
under the Influence of Alcohol, Illegal 
Transportation of Alcohol, No Proof of 
Valid Insurance, and No Valid Drivers 
License. The 39 year old was released 
with a Citation & Notice and given 
a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

25-00530 
02/12/2025 
1:43AM 
DRIVING UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL 
MANNHEIM RD & ROOSEVELT RD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a 

vehicle running in the turn lane of 
Mannheim & Roosevelt and failed to 
move after two traffic signal cycles. 
A 47 year old male from Westchester, 
IL was cited for Improper Parking on 
Roadway. Disobeying Traffic Control 
Device, Operating Vehicle Under the 
Influence of Alcohol, and Possession of 
Cannabis in Motor Vehicle. The 47 year old 
was released with a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

Law enforcement has become one of the 
most challenging and least sought-after 
professions in the United States today. 
When I began my career in 1987, police 
departments would regularly see 150 or 
more applicants for a single position. 
Now, we are fortunate if we receive 30-
50 applicants, and by the time the hiring 
process is complete, only 10-15 candidates 
may make the final list.

Rest assured, the hiring process remains 
rigorous, requiring applicants to undergo 
an extensive interview process, medical 
and psychological exams, a background 
investigation, and a physical agility test, 
which includes a timed mile-and-a-half 
run. Those who successfully complete this 
process then attend a demanding 16-week 
police academy, followed by an additional 
10-week Field Training Officer program.

In 2024, the United States lost 162 police 
officers in the line of duty, and on average, 
another 150 officers took their own lives. 

Departments across the country are 
struggling to recruit new officers, creating 
an increasingly competitive environment 
where agencies must offer the best benefits 
and highest salaries to attract candidates.

Being a police officer means always 
staying on guard, relying on instinct, and 
communicating effectively—even in the 
most difficult situations. Officers must 
maintain their judgment, compassion, and 
commitment to serving their communities, 
despite the many challenges they face. As 
in any profession, there may be a few bad 
actors, but the vast majority of officers 
dedicate themselves fully to making our 
world safer.

Regardless of the challenges, we remain 
committed to recruiting high-quality 
officers who serve with integrity, honor, and 
dedication to the Village of Westchester. 
While we protect our community here at 
home, it’s also important to remember our 
brothers and sisters in the military do the 

same far from home.

After 36 continuous years of service, I am 
still honored to be a police officer, even in 
these difficult times.

Chief Daniel Babich

Read our 2024 Annual Report: www.
westchester-il.org/2024pdreport

The Challenges and Honor of Serving in Law Enforcement

This is not a comprehensive list. Please visit www.westchester-il.org/blotter for more information.

Police
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Yard waste collection will resume your 
first collection day in April 

Village branch collection will resume the 
week of April 7th - 11th  

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 312-522-
1115

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular day, 
please call S.B.C. directly to report a missed 
collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly to 
inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including household 
chemicals, automotive products, paint 
products, garden chemicals, universal 
materials, batteries, long fluorescent 
lightbulbs, and swimming pool chemicals. 
This separate collection must be pre-
scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Village Snow Restrictions
Public Works crews keep our streets free 

of snow and ice during the winter months.
Please assist us by observing the following:
• Place garbage cans 3 feet behind the 

curb line- do not place them in the street.
• Do not shovel or blow snow back into 

the cleared streets.
• Please observe the “NO PARKING SNOW 

ROUTE” signs.
	 -The snow portion of the signs 	

	 will be enforced after 2 inches of 	
	 snowfall between December 1st 	
	 and March 31st.

If you reside on a Primary designated 
SNOW ROUTE, after 2 inches of snowfall 
you must remove all vehicles from the 
snow route. Vehicles must stay off the street 
until the streets are cleared thoroughly by 
the plows by Public Works. If the snowfall is 
continuing, the restriction is in place until 
Public Works completes the plowing for the 
day. Please check the signs at the corners of 
your block. 

If you reside on a Secondary route, there 
is no parking Sunday, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday on the even numbered house 
side and no parking Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday on the odd numbered house 
side after 2 inches of snowfall. Please check 
the signs at the corners and center of your 
block for guidance. (This includes ALL 
side streets not designated a Primary snow 
route.) 

If you have a Fire Hydrant on your 

parkway, please help keep the hydrant 
clear of snow so that the Fire Department 
may easily access the hydrant in case of 
an emergency, and so that the snow plows 
may quickly identify the hydrants while 
plowing.

Westchester Tree Replacement Program
1. The Village has been planting trees on 

eligible parkways at no cost to the resident. 
This replacement program does not allow 
for residents to choose the species of tree 
planted, the location, the number of trees 
planted, nor are residents able to opt-out of 
having a tree planted in the Village parkway 
in front and/or side of their residence. 
Please call Public Works if you would like 
to request a tree be planted, sooner rather 
than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the 
species of the tree to be planted, this can 
be achieved through the 50/50 program. 
The resident may choose the tree(s) from a 
list provided by the Village, and shares half 
of the cost of the tree(s) and planting with 
the Village. To request the list of 50/50 trees, 
please call the Public Works Department at 
708-345-0041.

2025 Construction News
• Water Main/ Service Line Replacements, 

Sewer Lining, and Street Program
	 - Norfolk Ave from Wedgwood Dr 	

	 to Roosevelt Rd
	 - Pelham St from Westchester 	

	 Blvd to Newcastle Ave
	 - Drury Ln from Newcastle Ave to 	

	 Gardner Rd
	 - Canterbury St from Mannheim 	

	 Rd to Westchester Blvd
	 - Balmoral Ave from Canterbury 	

	 St to Wight St- WM & SL 		
	 Replacements only

• Street Program
	 -Waterford St from Mannheim 
	 Rd to cul-de-sac
	 - Kitchner St from Westchester 	

	 Blvd to Worcester Ave
	 - Canterbury St from Suffolk Ave 	

	 to Gardner Rd

 As always, residents are asked to call 
Public Works at 708-345-0041 if an unusual 
amount of water is visible in the street or 
parkway. This could be a main break or 
water leak that requires our immediate 
attention. If after 3:30pm M-F or on 
weekends and holidays, please call the 
non-emergency number at 708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS
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Recipe of the Month

The kitchen is a great place to think about reducing water 
use. When it comes to cooking, consider steaming or roasting 
vegetables instead of boiling, reducing meat and dairy 
consumption (they are water intensive to produce), and 
making one pot meals to decrease on dishes. This month’s 
recipe is easy to customize with your favorite vegetables or 
potatoes and comes together quickly. Enjoy! 

Vegetable and Chickpea Sheet Pan Dinner    

Ingredients
1 ½ cups broccolini chopped
½ cup red onion chopped
1 cup bell pepper de-seeded chopped

1 cup carrots peeled and chopped
1 cup zucchini chopped
2 cups sweet potatoes diced
1 can chickpeas drained and rinsed
1 tbsp olive oil
½ tbsp dried thyme
½ tbsp dried oregano
2 tbsp tamari
2 cloves garlic minced
1 tsp cumin
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp paprika

Instructions
- Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F and line a large baking 

tray with parchment paper. Alternatively, you can lightly 
grease it with olive oil.

- Add the broccolini, red onion, bell peppers, carrots, 
zucchini, sweet potatoes and chickpeas to a large mixing 
bowl. Stir together well, then add the olive oil, dried thyme 
and oregano, tamari, garlic, cumin, garlic powder and 
paprika, and mix together once again.

- Transfer the vegetables and chickpeas to the baking tray, 
spreading them out into a single layer. Bake in the preheated 
oven for 35-40 minutes, until all of the vegetables are cooked 
through and crispy.

Source: www.ohmyveggies.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to share with the 
community? Send it to GROW@westchester-il.gov for 
consideration for future newsletters.

Green Fact of the Month

“Each American uses on average 82 gallons of water a day 

at home.” www.epa.gov from 2015. For Example, the current 
federal water-efficiency standard from 1994 for showerheads 
is 2.5 gallons of water/min. Actions: Read GROW’s article on 

World Water Day.

THE GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE: WORLD WATER DAY – MARCH 22

Water conservation isn’t just a local issue; it’s a global 
imperative. World Water Day, celebrated annually on March 
22, shines a spotlight on the importance of freshwater 
and advocates for the sustainable management of water 
resources. Established by the United

Nations in 1993, the day inspires action to address water 
scarcity, pollution, and inequity.

This year theme of World Water Day is Save our Glaciers. 
Inevitably, the climate change affects drastically the 
glaciers, melting them down and pushing moreover for 
climate disturbances.

In 2025, nearly 1.8 billion people will live in areas 
plagued by water scarcity, according to the World Health 
Organization. By participating in World Water Day, 
communities can amplify their efforts, learn from global 
innovations, and inspire others to take action.

Saving Every Drop
Water is one of Earth’s most precious resources. With 

increasing populations, climate change, and overuse 
threatening global water supplies, it’s imperative for 
communities to adopt smarter water use practices. Small 
changes at the local level can make a huge difference in 
conserving water, ensuring its availability for generations 
to come. By utilizing rainwater, embracing greywater 
systems, and rethinking how we garden, communities can 
lead the charge in sustainable water use.

Harvesting Rainwater: Nature’s Gift
Rainwater harvesting is a simple yet impactful practice 

that allows households and communities to collect and 
store rain for future use. By installing rain barrels or larger 
cistern systems, rainwater can be captured from roofs and 
used for irrigation, flushing toilets, or even cleaning outdoor 
spaces. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, rainwater harvesting can reduce household water 
use by up to 30%. Moreover, it helps reduce urban runoff, 
which often carries pollutants into nearby rivers and lakes.

Consider installing a rainwater harvesting system at home 
or in community spaces like parks or schools. This not only 
reduces the demand for municipal water but also builds 
resilience during droughts. Our Village Hall encouraged 
this practice through distribution of free rain barrels.

Smart Gardening: Plant with Purpose

Gardens can be both beautiful and water-efficient.
Mulching is an effective strategy. By covering the soil 

with organic material, you help retain moisture, reduce 
evaporation, and suppress weeds. Drip irrigation systems 
can also deliver water directly to a plant’s roots, minimizing 
waste.

Greywater: A Hidden Resource
Greywater—wastewater from sinks, showers, and 

laundry—can be safely reused for irrigation and 
landscaping when treated or managed properly. By 
installing a greywater recycling system, households can 
save significant amounts of water. According to the

Alliance for Water Efficiency, greywater reuse can reduce 
household water consumption by 20% to 40%.

However, it’s crucial to ensure proper filtration and 
compliance with local regulations before using greywater. 
Partnering with experts or community organizations can 
help make these systems accessible and effective.

Bottom line, small, intentional actions can ripple 
outwards, creating significant impact. By harvesting 
rainwater, gardening sustainably, reusing greywater, 
and educating ourselves on the global water crisis, we 
can contribute to a water-wise future. While individual 
steps are vital, community collaboration multiplies their 
effectiveness. Let’s take this opportunity to lead by example, 
because every drop counts.

Checklist: Your Next Steps Toward Water Conservation
1. Install a Rain Barrel
• Research local incentives or rebates for rainwater 

harvesting systems.
• Position barrels under gutters to capture roof runoff.
2. Transform Your Garden
• Choose native or drought-tolerant plants.
• Install a drip irrigation system.
• Use mulch to retain soil moisture.
3. Explore Greywater Systems
• Learn about local regulations for greywater use.
• Consult experts to design and install a greywater 

recycling system.
4. Celebrate World Water Day (March 22)
• Share water conservation tips on your social media.
5. Reduce Water Waste

• Fix leaks promptly.
• Use water-efficient appliances and fixtures.
• Turn off taps while brushing your teeth or washing 

dishes.
6. Educate and Advocate
• Share what you’ve learned with friends and neighbors.
• Support policies that promote sustainable water 

management.
By adopting these practices, we can secure a brighter 

future where clean, abundant water
is accessible for all. Remember, every step—no matter 

how small—brings us closer to a more sustainable world.

by Mariana Nicholae
GROW Ecological Commissioner

Grow



MARCH  2025       11



12	 MARCH  2025

Centennial



MARCH  2025       13

When you walk into Thithi’s 
Restaurant, there is an immediate 
sense of warmth and familiarity.  
Patrons are happily enjoying meals 
both at the tables and the bar. On one 
particular day, a loving couple and 
long-time Westchester residents are 
having a nice meal and can’t help but 
talk about this wonderful restaurant,” 
This is the best food in town, what a 
hidden gem we have here!”. 

This is the experience you will get 
when you go to Thithi’s Restaurant 
and the type of experience Thithi’s 
hopes everyone has while visiting.  
Thithi’s is a combination Thai, 
Vietnamese, and French cuisine fine 
dining restaurant, complete with a 
martini bar.  The owners are Thi Thi 
Pham and Tam Nguyen. Thi Thi and 
Tam both came to America from 
Sagon - Tam in 1992 and Thi Thi in 
2000.  Prior to establishing her own 
restaurant, Thi Thi had helped her 
family run a restaurant serving Thai, 
Vietnamese and French fusion food in 
Merriville, IN and Calumet City, IL. 

Although Thi Thi has a background 
in restaurants, her main goal in 
America wasn’t to open a restaurant, 
but rather to have a career in the 
medical field. In fact, she is currently 
working on her Naturopathic degree 
at the National University of Health 
Sciences in Lombard.  Even with her 
studies, she can’t stay away from 
the restaurant business, making 
food and great drinks. When asked 
why she opened a restaurant, Thi 
Thi’s response was, ”I believe in God 
moments”.  Her husband was teaching, 
she was studying, and they were going 
to have their first child.  She realized 
she had a background in restaurants 
and management and needed to do 
something to help the family.  Thi 
Thi and Tam originally wanted a 
restaurant location close to downtown 
Chicago, but one day they were driving 
in Evergreen Park and saw the perfect 
location.  Soon thereafter they opened 
the first Thithi’s Restaurant in July of 
2015, becoming very popular right 
after being featured on the local PBS 
show Check, Please! in 2016.

Thi Thi and Tam had a similar 
situation happen when they were 
deciding to open their second 

location.  They were originally looking 
at properties in neighboring Oak 
Brook, but nothing looked right. Then 
one day on their way home, they drove 
down Roosevelt Road and there was 
another of Thi Thi’s “God moments”.  
They saw the old D’s Dog Hut building 
and thought it was the perfect location 
for the second Thithi’s Restaurant. Thi 
Thi and Tam took on the endeavor of 
building a brand new restaurant, with 
a martini bar and beautiful murals 
painted on the walls.  The second 
Thithi’s Restaurant officially opened in 
September 2021.

Thithi’s has a wonderful variety of 
foods, including salads, stir-fry, curry, 
fried rice and noodle dishes, pork 
chop, steak, lamb, poultry, and many 
seafood dishes.  Some of Thi Thi’s 
personal favorite foods are pho and mi 
vit tiem, pad thai, pad siew, panang, 
terrine de foie, jarre du porc, and 
duck confit. While Thi Thi loves all the 
food they offer, she especially enjoys 
making martinis.  Thi Thi calls the bar 
her ”chemistry lab”, where she is able 
to test new combinations to come up 
with different, new tastes all the time.

While speaking with Thi Thi, you 
can tell she loves Westchester.  She 
loves vibrant, safe, and clean the 
community is.  She is clearly very loyal 
to her customers and there are many 
regulars who all speak very highly 
of her.  The customers love that the 
Village has fine Asian dining right 
in our back yard.  Thi Thi’s belief is 
that once someone tries their food, 
they will want to come back, so 
she encourages everyone to get out 
of their comfort zone and explore 
something new! Thithi’s currently 

has a staff of ten and they all work 
hard to provide an excellent meal and 
experience for their customers. Please 
don’t wait to try another great local 
restaurant!

Thi This Fine Dining
11055 W. Roosevelt Road, 

Westchester IL  60154
708/397-4059  or 630/402-8408

Email them at 
thithirestaurant@yahoo.com 

Or find them on Facebook  
thirestaurant

Thithi’s Restaurant:
Fine Dining & Martini Bar

Presented by the Economic Development Committee

BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT
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February raced by so quickly, it 
is hard to believe we are already in 
March!

We enjoyed Trivia Night in February, 
it was so nice to see everyone, and to 
have WIS’s very own Mr. Pinkleman 
as our Trivia host. A big thank you to 
those that came out to support our 
schools and have some fun doing it! 

Last month, students enjoyed our 
fun-filled Valentine’s parties at WPS 
and WIS; they also celebrated their 
mid-year mark with a Popcorn Day! 

WMS had their February Hangout 
where students were able to enjoy an 
ice cream treat and spend time with 
one another. They also were able to 
shop at the school store during their 
lunch period.

We were also so happy to see so many 
families come out to the Chicago 
Wolves game. It was a wonderful night 
to see some great hockey and spend 
time with family and friends. 

We value the volunteers that make 
these memorable moments possible. 
Your support of the WPTC during our 

fundraisers is greatly appreciated. 
We will be having a WPTC meeting 

March 5th in the WIS cafe. All are 
welcome to come and get a better 
understanding of what we do to 
support our schools and students.

WPTC will be hosting another Flying 
High Night in March. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to drop the kids off for a 
night of fun while parents can get an 
evening to themselves.

WIS will be having their Parents 
and Pastries in March. It is a nice 
opportunity to enjoy a treat with your 
child/children before they start their 
school day.

Please remember the WMS School 
Store has returned and will be 
open once a month!! Dates will be 
announced on our Facebook page 
and announcements are made during 
school to remind the students.

Keep an eye out for upcoming events 
and volunteer opportunities!

Important Dates:
March 5- WPTC Meeting-WIS Cafe 

6pm
March 19- WIS Parents and Pastries 

8:00-8:30 am
March 27- WMS School Store (Cash 

Only)
Please continue to check our 

Facebook page and website for any 
updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

WPTC92.5

You can also reach the WPTC via 
email at wptc925@gmail.com.
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