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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal

The Village of Westchester sends its deepest sympathies 
to the family of Cook County Clerk Karen Yarbrough.  An 
eleven-year Member of the House of Representatives 
for the 7th District and former Cook County Recorder 
of Deeds, Clerk Yarbrough was a devoted public servant 
in the State of Illinois.  The Village thanks her for her 
dedication and service to both Cook County as well as the 
State of Illinois. Her visitation services were held at Grace 
Central Church, located just north of Gladstone Park and 
I would like to commend our police, fire and public works 
staff for their efforts in maintaining a safe environment for 
the hundreds of visitors that came from throughout the 
state to pay their respects.

At the April 9th board meeting, West 40 formally 
presented their outline for the use of the former St. Joseph 
High School property. They currently are preparing for the 
demolition of the North building in the coming months 
and will be having a public hearing in May of this year to 
ultimately receive formal zoning approval for their project.  
For those unable to attend any of the town hall meetings 
they have held, they have presented the Village with a 
plan to only utilize the former Immaculate Heart of Mary 
building and remove the former St. Joseph building in the 
coming months.  Their proposal includes renovations 
to the former sister residences to house 40 children on-
premises and educate those students on the property.  The 
exterior of the property and building will generally remain 
completely unchanged.

The Village Board recently accepted an offer to begin 
the process of selling property that was purchased by the 
Village on Enterprise Drive in 2021.  An unsolicited offer 
of $4,000,000 was brought forward to the Board from 
the Butler Group and they are now conducting their due 
diligence to finalize the sale.  

Thank you, Aviator Coffee, for inviting the Village to your 
formal ribbon cutting April 11th.  Their improvement to 
the former LePeite Café has been an incredible journey 
for them as they prepared their flagship location here in 
Westchester.  With an overall goal of franchising this model 
in the near future, I wish them great success.  For those 
unaware, they currently are serving a traditional coffee 
and fresh sandwich menu for mornings and afternoons 
and began serving light alcohol in the evenings providing 
a relaxed atmosphere for gathering. 

As construction projects progress, we always appreciate 

patience with the temporary disruptions and ask that 
residents and visitors observe all the local signage for 
parking.  We make every attempt to notify residents via 
hand delivered notices regarding temporary water shut-
offs (if required) and/or specific day parking restrictions 
to limit the disruption in the construction zones.  I highly 
recommend signing up for CodeRed notifications, a 
service that provides email, texts and phone calls to 
affected areas.  Visit our Village of Westchester website for 
more information on signing up. 

I recently had the honor of swearing in newly hired 
police officer Ezio Van Pratt in April.  Ezio comes from 
Cook County as a correctional guard and began his police 
academy training on April 28th.  We wish him great success 
in his career here as our police department has been 
working to fill the vacancies opened by past retirements.  

At this year’s Chamber of Commerce Celebrate 
Westchester event, the Village of Westchester honored 
employee David Kosir as person of the year.  David 
Kosir has worked with the Village for over 3 years as a 
community service officer.  Outside of those duties Dave 
assists with communications and information technology 
for the Village.  Over the past several years David has 
shown his dedication to the village and is a valuable asset 
to the organization, and we were honored to bestow this 
award to him. 

2023 Person of the Year CSO Kosir, pictured with Sgt. Battaglia, Sgt. Rizzo, Ofc. Stock & Ofc. Rodriguez.

Officer Van Pratt & Village President Hribal.
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Fire

The Tornado Sirens Are Sounding

Westchester residents are familiar with 
tone of a tornado siren, but you may not be 
familiar with all of the situations that those 
sirens are activated, and how often they 
are tested. Here is a list of frequently asked 
questions about our warning system, and 
tips that you can use to protect in the event of 
severe weather.

When is a Tornado Warning Issued?
A tornado warning can be issued by the 

National Weather Service in two scenarios. 
The first is when there has been a tornado 
observed by trained weather spotters on 
the ground, and the other is when Doppler 
radar indicates rotation within a storm that 
could spawn a tornado at any time. The latter 
scenario is one that officials have made it a 
point to warn residents of, urging them not to 
wait until they see a tornado before seeking 
shelter.

A tornado watch is issued when conditions 
are favorable for the development of 
tornadoes. Sirens do not sound when a watch 
is in effect, and residents don’t necessarily 
have to seek shelter during a watch.

Who Activates the Sirens and When are 
They Activated?

In most cases, our public safety dispatch 
center in Hillside will activate warning sirens 
upon notification from the National Weather 
Service of a tornado warning. In some cases, 
Westchester public safety officials may 
request activation due to dangerous weather 
approaching the Village, such as winds in 
excess of 70 mph, dangerous lightning, and 
very large hail.

The sirens can also be used in the event of 
a national emergency, including a military 
attack or a chemical attack, and those alerts 
will use a different tone, which can be heard 
on the Illinois Department of Homeland 
Security’s website.

What if I Did Not Hear the Warning Sirens 
Inside My Home?

Warning sirens are only designed to be 
heard outdoors to warn residents outside that 
they should take cover inside and monitor 
weather reports. They ARE NOT designed to 
be heard inside the home. The insulation of 
homes and modern windows, coupled with 
wind and other storm noise, will completely 
muffle the sound of the siren. 

It is critical to have other means of 
warnings, including a NOAA weather radio, 
smart phone apps, or Westchester’s Code Red 
System. FEMA offers a free mobile app that 
provides fast and reliable weather alerts from 
the National Weather Service (NWS). The app 
can be tailored to offer alerts for up to five 
different locations nationwide. The mobile 
app can also help you locate open shelters 
and critical disaster resources near you in the 
event of an emergency. 

We also recommend that residents put 
together a storm preparedness kit that 
includes essentials like flashlights, batteries, 
blankets and clothing. Items like waterproof 
matches, a paper and pencil, cash, and extra 
water can also be included in the kit.

For a full list of suggestions, residents can 
visit https://ready.illinois.gov/

How Often Are Sirens Tested?
Sirens in Illinois are tested on the first 

Tuesday of each month at approximately 10 
a.m. If the possibility of severe weather exists 
on that date, then the test can be moved at 
the discretion of local officials.

Do Communities Still Use the Sirens to 
Signal an “All-Clear” Situation?

Most communities in Illinois no longer 
use sirens to signal an “all-clear,” but it varies 
by area, so check with local emergency 
management officials for more information. 
Westchester does not issue an all-clear signal, 
because of the confusion another siren 
activation causes.

What is the Westchester Code Red 
Notification System?

The CodeRED® Emergency Notification 
System is a high-speed telephone 
communication service the village uses 
to notify residents and businesses of an 
emergency, urgent situation, or village events 
that require attention.

Residents and businesses are urged 
to complete the CodeRED Community 
Notification Enrollment. Required 
information includes first and last name, 
street address (physical address, no P.O. 
boxes), city, state, zip code, and primary 
phone number. Additional phone numbers, 
email address and text messaging are 
optional.

All businesses should register, as well as 
all individuals who have an unlisted phone 
number, have changed their phone number 
or address within the last year, or use a 
cellular phone as their primary telephone 
number. The information you provide is used 
by the Village of Westchester for notification 
purposes only. Your information will be 
kept confidential and will never be sold or 
disclosed to others.

CodeRed Registration Link:
https : //www.westche ster- i l . org/

getdoc/9b85f497-cd39-4325-b791-
7b8cedfd947b/codered.aspx

Fire Chief Mike Mavrogeorge
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Police

WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER
24-00883 
03/15/2024 12:33PM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
ROOSEVELT RD & BALMORAL AVE 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Kevin Cooper, 
40, Chicago, was cited for Operating a Vehicle 
with Suspended Registration and Driving 
while Revoked. Cooper was issued a Citation & 
Notice and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-00908 
03/17/2024 1:30AM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
ROOSEVELT RD & PORTSMOUTH AVE 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Paul Anderson, 
44, Chicago, was cited for Speeding, No 
Valid Insurance, and Driving while License 
Suspended. Anderson was issued a Citation & 
Notice and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-00914 
03/17/2024 5:43PM 
AGGRAVATED VEHICULAR HIJACKING 
3020 WOLF RD 
Westchester Police Officers were dispatched 

to Mariano’s located at 3020 Wolf Road for an 
Aggravated Vehicular Hi jacking that had just 
occurred in the parking lot. Officers spoke to the 
victim who related that he was driving his Dodge 
Durango from Oak Brook, when he realized 
he was being followed by a maroon Dodge 
Charger. The victim parked in the parking lot 
of Marianos and the suspect vehicle pulled up 
behind his vehicle when two subjects jumped 
out of the vehicle displaying hand guns and 
demanded the keys to the vehicle. The suspects 
and vehicle fled the area prior to Officers arrival. 
Westchester Detectives were given tracking 
permission by the owner, and were able to track 
the victims vehicle in the 14000 block of Yale 
Avenue, Chicago. With assistance from multiple 
law enforcement agencies, one subject was 
taken into custody. The victims vehicle and 
a weapon was recovered from the scene. 
The Cook County States Attorney Office was 

contacted and approved one count of Felony 
Aggravated Vehicular High Jacking charge 
against Steven Clark, 19, Cicero. Clark will be 
transported to the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood for a bond hearing.

24-00931 
03/18/2024 4:23PM 
ROBBERY 
11211 CERMAK RD 
On March 18th, 2024 at approximately 

16:23 hours, Westchester Police Officers were 
dispatched to Byline Bank located at 11211 
Cermak Road, for a Bank Robbery that just 
occurred. Proviso Central Communications 
received a 911 call from the bank relaying 
suspect information and an approximate 
location of the bank bag. Bank staff advised 
responding Officers that a subject entered 
the bank handing the teller a note indicating 
that he was robbing the bank by threat of 
violence. No firearm was displayed or implied 
during the incident. Officers from Westchester, 
Hillside, Berkeley executed a thorough search 
of the area, locating a subject matching the 
description in the area of Cermak Road and 
Enterprise Drive awaiting a bus. Larnie Brewer, 
51, Chicago was taken into custody. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigations responded to the 
scene, and interviewed Brewer. Brewer will be 
transported to Federal holding facility to await 
a bond hearing.

24-00946 
03/19/2024 7:15PM 
DELIVERY OF CANNABIS 30GM & UNDER 
MANNHEIM RD & ELIZABETH ST 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Sam Antes, 29, 
Westchester, was cited for Expired Registration, 
and Possession of Adult use Cannabis by Driver. 
Antes was issued a Citation & Notice and given 
a court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01039 
03/26/2024 5:11PM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
1400 BLK WESTCHESTER BLVD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Ammon Bougard 
27, Westchester, was cited for Expired 
Registration, and Expired Drivers License. 
Bougard was issued a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01069 
03/28/2024 10:15AM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & ROOSEVELT RD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Lawrence Gaines, 
54, Bellwood, was cited for Improper Display 
of Registration, and No Valid Drivers License. 
Gaines was issued a Citation & Notice and given 
a court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01075 03/28/2024 8:42PM ATTEMPT 
ROBBERY 11200 31ST ST WPD Officers 
responded to 11200 31st (Shell Gas Station) 
for an Attempt Robbery. Officers spoke to the 
victim, who stated a male white subject wearing 
a red hoodie, with a blue bandana mask and 
possibly jeans walked into the business and 
demanded the employee to give him money. 
The employee also relayed to police that the 
subject did not make any threats or display any 
weapons but did have his hands in his sweater 
and appeared to have something in one of his 
hands. The subject left the business without 
taking anything and was last seen walking 
northbound behind the gas station into the 
woods. Responding officers checked the area 
and were unable to locate a subject matching 
the description - Under Investigation.

24-01154 04/03/2024 1:49AM TRAFFIC 
STOP 800 BLK MANNHEIM RD WPD Officer 
on patrol observed a vehicle perform a traffic 
infraction. Ahtziri Munoz, 19, Cicero, was cited 
for Speeding, and Driving without a License 
never issued. Munoz was issued a Citation & 
Notice and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01166 04/03/2024 7:14PM TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & ROOSEVELT RD WPD 
Officer on patrol observed a vehicle perform 
a traffic infraction. Cesar Mejas-Rodriguez, 

28, Chicago was cited for Improper use of 
Registration, No Valid Insurance, and No Valid 
Drivers License. Mejas-Rodriguez was issued 
a Citation & Notice and given a court date at 
the 4th District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL.

24-01167 04/03/2024 9:05PM SHOTS FIRED 
900 BLK CROMWELL AVE WPD units were 
dispatched to a call of shots fired in the area of 
the 900 block of Cromwell Ave. A second was 
received for the 800 block of Westchester Blvd. 
The area was canvassed by responding Officers 
with negative results. On 4/4/24 Officers 
were dispatched to the area of Gladstone St & 
Cromwell Ave for a resident who found shell 
casings. The scene was processed by Evidence 
Technicians and two spent, and two unfired 
casings were collected on the scene. Detectives 
are reviewing camera footage in the area - 
Under Investigation.

24-01178 04/04/2024 7:12PM TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & BOND ST WPD Officer 
on patrol observed a vehicle perform a traffic 
infraction. Adrian Valle, 20, Berwyn, was cited 
for Speeding, and No Valid Drivers License. 
Valle was issued a Citation & Notice and given 
a court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01179 04/04/2024 7:42PM TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & DORCHESTER ST WPD 
Officer on patrol observed a vehicle perform 
a traffic infraction. Yanet Barroso-Turro, 29, 
Stone Park, was cited for Speeding, Failing to 
Yield for an Emergency Vehicle, No Valid Proof 
of Insurance, and No Valid Drivers License. 
Barroso-Turro was issued a Citation & Notice 
and given a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01223 04/07/2024 6:33PM TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & DEVONSHIRE ST WPD 
Officer on patrol observed a vehicle perform a 
traffic infraction. Justin Blakely 33, Oak Brook 
Terrace, was cited for Suspended Drivers 
License, Speeding, and No Insurance. Blakely 
was issued a Citation & Notice and given a 
court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

Ruse burglaries are crimes in which the 
offender uses a distraction, or a “ruse”, in 
order to commit a burglary. These burglary 
rings, often targeting the elderly, operate 
by exploiting the vulnerabilities of society’s 
most at-risk members. They stealthily move 
between communities, rarely revisiting 
a location immediately after committing 
crimes, which complicates our efforts to 
track them.

The best defense when dealing with these 
types of crimes are vigilant residents who also 
keep an eye out for their elderly neighbors. 
So, we will try and give our citizens tactics and 
signs that can help you and your neighbors 
to identify these types scams before they 
happen: 

- Watch for vehicles like trucks, SUVs, or 
minivans equipped with ladders but no 

company markings. These vehicles may 
continuously circle your block, a common 
precursor to a burglary attempt. Often, these 
trucks might carry equipment like large steel 
kettles used for applying tar on driveways—a 
detail that can seem legitimate but is 
frequently part of the ruse.

- Impostors may pose as contractors, 
municipal workers, utility employees, 
roofers, or tree trimmers. They might claim to 
be part of a legitimate, ongoing road project 
or simply ask for a glass of water as a pretext 
to enter homes. Typically, you will observe 
one individual approaching a homeowner, 
either by knocking on the door or engaging 
with them while they are outside on their 
property. The accomplices typically wait in 
their vehicle, waiting until the homeowner 
is lured to the back of the house by the first 

contact. This usually results in the front or 
garage door being left open inadvertently, 
signaling the waiting criminals to enter and 
steal valuables, such as jewelry and cash. The 
initial contact may claim to be checking on a 
neighbor’s plumbing and insist on entering 
your basement to examine the water 
pressure. While this distraction unfolds, the 
other criminals swiftly burglarize the home. 
Once the theft is complete, the accomplice 
notifies the initial contact, who then 
fabricates an emergency that requires their 
sudden departure, promising to return.

- Regardless of who they claim to be or what 
assistance they offer, do not let them into 
your home. If you encounter such a situation, 
call 911 immediately to verify their identities. 
If the individuals leave in a hurry, try to safely 
record details like their vehicle’s license plate 

number and any distinguishing features, and 
relay this information to the police. Remain 
on the phone with the dispatcher until 
officers arrive.

In closing, a practical measure to protect 
your loved ones is to install a video doorbell 
system such as Ring. This tool allows 
residents to view and communicate with 
visitors without opening the door and alerts 
other household members. Additionally, the 
footage can serve as valuable evidence for 
law enforcement.

By staying alert and informed, we can 
safeguard our community against these 
deceptive tactics.

Stay Safe,
Chief Daniel Babich

As Temperatures Rise, So Do Ruse Burglaries
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24-01232 
04/08/2024 11:40AM 
DISTURBANCE 
10147 ROOSEVELT RD 
WPD Officers responded to a disturbance 

at 10147 Roosevelt Rd. Police arrived and 
both parties were separated. Officers spoke to 
both parties involved and at which time one 
of the parties involved during a name search, 
discovered a warrant out of Cook County for 

Aggravated Battery to a Police Officer. Dominick 
Wellington, 36, Westchester was taken into 
custody and turned over to Cook County Sheriff 
Police for a bond hearing.

24-01355 
04/15/2024 3:41PM 
TRAFFIC STOP 1
0300 BLK ROOSEVELT RD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Lance Orr, 47, 

Chicago, was cited for Expired Registration, 
and Operating a Motor Vehicle while Drivers 
License Revoked. Orr was issued a Citation & 
Notice and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

24-01389 
04/17/2024 4:20PM 
TRAFFIC STOP 
MANNHEIM RD & CRESTWOOD LN 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. Eloy Guzman-
Rico, 49, Chicago was cited for Defective 
Windshield, No Valid Registration, No Proof of 
Valid Insurance, Improper use of Registration, 
and No Valid Drivers License. Guzman-Rico 
was issued a Citation & Notice and given a 
court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.
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Village branch collection for May will be the week of the 6th – 10th  
June’s collection will be the week of June 3rd – 7th 
July’s collection will be the week of July 8th – 12th 

The Public Works Department will collect branches the first full working week of every 
month (April-November)

• All brush must be put out on the front parkway by 7:00 a.m. on the designated pickup day. 
Branches can be up to 7 feet in length and stacked with the butt ends facing the street in the 
same direction. If not stacked properly, a “restack” notice will be left.

• Again, please put ALL brush out on your designated pickup day and Public Works crews 
will determine what constitutes an open load, which will be picked up later in the week.

• An open load would include any brush that will not fit through the chipper such as logs, 
stumps, and large limbs. These must be cut for one man to lift. Dirt must be removed from 
any root balls for pickup. 

• Public Works Crews will only pass through a designated pickup area once due to time, 
scheduling, and other workload responsibilities.

Landscapers & tree services are responsible for their own brush disposal.

Please note the following schedule for branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim Rd west to Wolf Rd and from Canterbury St south to Windsor 
Dr-including both sides of Windsor Dr. Also Waterford, Waverly, Camelot and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt Rd south to Cermak Rd-from Gardner Rd west to Mannheim Rd.
WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt Rd north to the expressway and from Gardner Rd west to 

Mannheim Rd. Also, Roosevelt Rd south to Canterbury St from Haase Ave west to Heidorn 
Ave.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west to Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 31st Street.   

Weekly yard waste collection by Waste Management will begin on your first regular 
collection day in April.

Waste Management – 1-800-796-9696

• If your garbage or recycling was not picked up on your regular day, please call Waste 
Management directly to report a missed collection.

• If you would like to request a new garbage or recycling receptacle, please call Waste 
Management directly.

• If you have large items that will not fit in your receptacle (couch, chair, table, etc.,) please 
call Waste Management directly to schedule a large item collection.

The Waste Management’s “At Your Door Special Collection” service will pick up unwanted-
potentially hazardous and hard-to-recycle items from your home. 

That number is 1-800-449-7587. 
The full list of items may be found at www.wmatyourdoor.com/residential.
Street Parking Restrictions
As of April 1st snow parking restrictions are lifted and street maintenance parking 

restrictions go into effect. Please check the signs at the ends of your block or check the 
Village website so you don’t receive a ticket!

Westchester’s Tree Replacement Program
The Village has been planting trees on eligible parkways at no cost to the resident. This 

replacement program does not allow for residents to choose the species of tree planted, 
the location, the number of trees planted, nor are residents able to opt-out of having a tree 
planted in the Village parkway in front and/or side of their residence. Please call Public 
Works if you would like to request a tree be planted sooner rather than later in a parkway.

If you would prefer to choose the species of the tree to be planted, this can be achieved 
through the 50/50 program. The resident can choose the tree from a list provided by the 
Village, and shares half of the cost of the tree and planting with the Village. To request a 50/50 
tree, please call the Public Works Department at 708.345.0041.

Village Watering Restrictions
There are water use restrictions in effect every year, May 15th to September 15th, from  12 

p.m. to 6 p.m. This includes:

(1) Outdoor Watering
(2) Cleaning Outdoor Surfaces
(3) Cleaning Buildings
(4) Pool Filling
(5) Sprinkling/ sprinklers

Outdoor water use during unrestricted hours (before noon, after 6 p.m.) is allowed on even 
numbered days for residents with even numbered addresses, and on odd numbered days 
for residents with odd numbered addresses. If we have a dry summer, further restrictions 
may be necessary. 

National Drinking Water Week: May 5th – May 11th
Drinking Water Week is an annual observance in May sponsored by the American Water 

Works Association to recognize the critical role drinking water plays in our daily lives. This 
year’s theme, “There When You Need It,” highlights the work water professionals do around 
the clock to ensure high-quality drinking water is always available at your tap, whenever you 
need it.

National Public Works Week: May 19th – May 25th
APWA is proud to announce the theme “Advancing Quality of Life for All” for the 2024 

National Public Works Week poster
Public works contributes to advancing and enhancing our quality of life, no matter where 

we live in the world. Public works professionals provide essential services that lead to 
healthier, happier, more vibrant communities.

The “Advancing Quality of Life for All” theme shines a spotlight on the way public works 
professionals advance our quality of life, whether as a first responder to an electricity outage, 
regular waste pickup, or a myriad of other ways they silently serve their communities.

Public works professionals advance the quality of life by providing an infrastructure of 
services in transportation, water, wastewater, and stormwater treatment, public buildings 
and spaces, parks and grounds, emergency management and first response, solid waste, 
and right-of-way management. They are what make our communities dynamic places to 
live and work. Join us in celebrating the quiet work these professionals do that makes life 
better for all of us.

PUBLIC WORKS
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PUBLIC WORKS - CONSTRUCTION NEWS
• Balmoral Ave. from Canterbury St. to Roosevelt Rd. is currently under construction for 

water main replacement with street reconstruction to follow.
• 2024 Street Resurfacing Program

•  2023 Green Alley Reconstruction 

• 2024 Alley Reconstruction Locations Map

• Wedgwood Dr. Bridge will be closed between Suffolk Ave and Norfolk Ave. for 
replacement.  The anticipated construction dates are May 15th 2024 through September 
15th 2024.

•  In-House Street Paving Phase I will occur in June on Manchester Ave between 
Canterbury St and Drury Lane, and on Suffolk Ave between Drury Lane and Dickens St

• In-House Street Paving Phase II will occur in September on Belleview Ave between 
Windsor Dr and Preston St, and on Carlisle St between Sunnyside Ave and Mayfair Ave

As always, residents are asked to call Public Works at 708.345.0041 if an unusual amount 
of water is visible in the street or parkway. This could be a main break or water leak that 
requires our immediate attention. If after 3:30pm M-F & on weekends and holidays, please 
call police non-emergency at 708.345.0060.
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT! 

Joseph Tousek, the owner of Alpine Ban-
quet House, embarked on his culinary 
journey in 1968, pursuing a Master’s de-
gree in Chef, Pastry, and Bartending, fol-
lowed by four years of hospitality business 
school. 

He immigrated from Czechoslovakia in 
1981 and honed his skills in prestigious 
Chicago hotels such as the Ritz Carlton, 
Four Seasons, and Mayfair Region, serv-
ing celebrities like the Rolling Stones, Rod 
Stewart, and Michael Jackson. 

Through the course of this journey, Jo-
seph now boasts an impressive 56 years of 
experience in the food industry.

In 1988, Joseph settled in Oak Brook Ter-
race and established Alpine Banquet Haus 
in Westchester. 

Despite starting in a modest structure 
on the corner of Roosevelt Road and Wolf 
Road, Joseph’s vision and dedication led to 
three renovations, including acqu

iring neighboring property for addi-
tional parking. Alpine Banquet Haus spe-
cializes in hosting various private events, 
from weddings to celebrations of life, with 
a commitment to inclusivity and accom-
modating any budget. In the words of Jo-
seph, “Everyone deserves a celebration, 
whether it is in life or after.” 

Joseph’s devotion to the community 
is evident through support for the West-
chester Chamber of Commerce and host-
ing community events. His long-serving 
staff, including Rubin, reflects the familial 
atmosphere he fosters. Rubin has been a 
constant presence, working alongside Jo-
seph for an impressive forty years. They 
began their journey together as young 
men in Chicago, and Rubin has remained 

by Joseph’s side since Alpine opened over 
35 years ago. 

Other members of the staff have also 
demonstrated remarkable loyalty, with 
tenures ranging from fifteen to twenty 
years, further underscoring the sense of 
family and connection at Alpine.

As Alpine looks to the future, Joseph’s 
son Thomas and daughter-in-law Kat are 
poised to continue the legacy of excel-
lence. Thomas, with 20 years of experi-
ence, will maintain the quality of service 
and cuisine, while Kat, as banquet coor-
dinator, introduces modern event man-
agement techniques and enhances online 
presence through social media and other 
tools. While they are prepared to continue 
adapting, they also remain fiercely com-
mitted to preserving the quality, history, 
and tradition of what has made Alpine 
Banquet Haus a successful community 
gem. 

When asked about supporting local 
businesses like Alpine, Joseph emphasizes 
the importance of community backing, 
echoing the Westchester Chamber of Com-
merce’s call to “shop locally.” Reach out to 
Alpine Banquet Haus for your next gather-
ing!

Alpine Banquet Haus
11141 W. Roosevelt Road
Westchester, IL 60154
Contact: Kat Tousek Kalcikova
Event Coordinator
708-409-8640
708-673-2105
Kat@alpinebanquethouse.com
Alpinebanquethouse.com

History Moving Forward
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WPTC news and notes
March sure flew by! We are all 

enjoying the warmer temperatures 
and longer days. April is sure to be 
another fun-filled month as we round 
out the school year.

Last month we had our WPTC 
meeting in the WIS cafeteria, it is a 
wonderful opportunity to hear about 
what exciting things our students 
have been doing and what they will be 
doing in the future. All are welcome to 
attend. Our last and final meeting for 
the school year will be May 1st at 6pm 
in the WIS cafeteria.

March’s restaurant fundraisers 
at Wendy’s and Giordano’s were a 
success. Thank you to all who ditched 
the pots and pans for the night, and 
supported our schools.

Students at WPS enjoyed a popcorn 
day in March, and WIS will have their 
popcorn day in April!  

April kicked off with our POP 
fundraiser! Students will have an 

opportunity to win some amazing 
prizes while they are raising money for 
their schools! 

The spring book fair is back this 
month, students at WIS will be able to 
purchase books April 3rd and 4th, WPS 
will have theirs April 23rd and 24th. 

Parents and Pastries will be held 
at WPS April 25th during their open 
house from 5:00-7:00 pm. 

We will also be having two restaurant 
fundraisers this month. One at 
Mattone’s restaurant and another 
at Jimmy John’s. Come on out and 
support our schools. 

Please remember the WMS School 
Store has returned and will be 
open once a month!! Dates will be 
announced on our Facebook page 
and announcements are made during 
school to remind the students.

Keep an eye out for upcoming events 
and volunteer opportunities!

Important Dates:
WIS Book Fair: April 3 and 4
WPS Book Fair: April 23 and 24
April 11-  Mattone’s Restaurant
April 22- Jimmy John’s
Please continue to check our 

Facebook page and website for any 
updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

WPTC92.5
You can also reach the WPTC via 

email at wptc925@gmail.com.
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