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From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal
The Village’s Fall Shred Event, held in Octo-
ber, was once again a tremendous success! For 
those who may not be familiar, the Village 
hosts shred events twice a year — in April and 
October — to give residents the opportunity 
to safely and securely dispose of sensitive doc-
uments such as bank records, tax papers, and 
old receipts.

In addition to document shredding, residents 
can also drop off unused or expired prescrip-
tion medications and recycle electronics, in-
cluding televisions and computers. This year, 
we doubled our capacity by creating two lines 
of traffic, helping the event run even more 
smoothly.

A special thank you goes out to SBC Waste for 
generously donating a truck that allowed us to 
recycle the boxes and bags used to transport 
documents. Your continued participation and 
support make this community event possible!

At the October shred event, the Westchester 
Food Pantry reported cash donations in the 
amount of $1,235 in addition to a carload of 
food that was donated. The Food Pantry has 
noticed a rise in the need to feed those in our 
community recently and are seeking more do-
nations of food, funds and those able to do-
nate their time this holiday season.  

The Village of Westchester Water Department 
is asking for residents’ help in collecting water 
samples from homes throughout the commu-
nity. These samples play an important role in 
ensuring that our water quality remains safe 
and consistently monitored to protect the 
health of all residents.

To participate, visit our website to register. 
The Water Department will deliver empty 
water sample bottles directly to your home — 
simply fill them up and place them back on 
your front porch for collection. Your partic-
ipation helps keep Westchester’s water clean 
and our community healthy!

The Village of Westchester has been actively 

engaged in a series of strategic planning ses-
sions and would like to thank all residents 
who took the time to complete the community 
survey and participate in recent focus groups. 
Your input is invaluable in shaping the Vil-
lage’s future direction.

The next step in this process will involve the 
Village Board and department heads working 
together to outline key priorities and goals 
for the next five years. These efforts will help 
ensure that the Village continues to serve res-
idents efficiently and plan thoughtfully for fu-
ture growth and improvement.

The Village Board recently approved the cre-
ation of a Veterans and Senior Commission. 
The two newly implemented commissions are 
seeking interested volunteers to help support 
both missions of working with veterans and 
our seniors in our community.  

Please email me at ghribal@westchester-il.gov 
or call 708-345-0020 and leave your name if 
you wish to volunteer. We seek to have both 
commissions fully active and supporting the 
community in 2026. 

For those who waited to renew or update their 
license due to long lines, the Westchester Sec-
retary of State offices located at the Westches-
ter Village Hall, 10300 Roosevelt, has now re-
turned to normal traffic.  

For those who have not yet visited the facili-
ty, this is a senior facility offering most of the 
services available at any facility.  You can re-
new your license, request a replacement or ob-
tain your annual vehicle registration Monday 
through Friday, 7:30am to 4:00pm.  

As an early reminder, the Village of Westches-
ter partners with the Westchester Park District 
for their annual Winter Wonderland event 
scheduled for Wednesday December 3rd and 
Thursday December 4th.  Come out and see 
Santa, the lights and warm up with hot choco-
late.  Visit the Village of Westchester or West-
chester Park District website for more details.

New Water 
& Sewer Rates 15
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Alpine Food Shop: A Westchester Favorite
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Westchester’s Alpine Food Shop 
has become a local favorite — 
known not just for its famous 
subs, but for its family roots, 
friendly faces, and the welcom-
ing energy that keeps customers 
coming back.

Even an hour after the lunch 
rush, the Alpine Food Shop is 
buzzing with people — 
a familiar sight in Westchester. 
Though this location opened 
only in 2017, it already feels like 
a community staple.

The Westchester shop is the sec-
ond Alpine location; the original 
in Elmwood Park opened in 
1955. The name came from the 
Barbi family, the original own-
ers, who hailed from northern 
Italy and were inspired by the 
mountains they loved. 

Over time, the Bonaccorsi fami-
ly acquired Alpine and, noticing 
many regular customers lived 
south and west of Elmwood 
Park, decided to expand. Stevie 
Bonaccorsi, working with his 
uncles and aunts John, Rob, 
Amy, and Kathy, led the charge 
to open the new spot on 31st 
Street.

An entrepreneur at heart, Stevie 
also runs a firewood delivery 
service and a Christmas tree 
business. 

He brought several of his em-
ployees into Alpine, helping the 
business grow steadily from day 
one. 

Loyal customers from Elmwood 
Park followed, and new faces 
from Westchester, Oak Brook, 
La Grange, and beyond soon 
became regulars. 

During peak seasons, Alpine 
employs up to 35 people, with 
lunch hours bringing in a lively 
crowd.

Alpine’s menu features their fa-
mous Italian Sub, the top seller, 
followed closely by the Turkey 
Sub. 

They also serve pasta and potato 

salads, frozen Nottoli sausage, 
Massa pizzas, and locally pro-
duced frozen steaks and burgers. 

Alpine proudly stocks area 
favorites like Local Style and 
Broad Ripple potato chips — 
with fun flavors such as Hot 
Dog, Beef, and Deep Dish Pizza.
Stevie says that his family sys-
tem helped him immensely in 
learning how to manage teams, 
work efficiently, and build cus-
tomer trust. 

He prides himself on how cus-
tomers are treated:
“We want to make personal 
connections, make for a good 
experience, and a welcoming 
feel. I want coming into Alpine 
to be more than just getting a 
good sandwich, but also a great 
experience.”

That commitment to warmth 
shines through in the words of 
one regular customer:

“If I’m ever feeling down, I love 
to stop by here. There is always 
such a warm, welcoming feeling 
walking into the store full of 
happiness. It gives me joy to see 
such a well-mannered and polite 
young group of people.”

Stevie credits the community’s 
support — and word-of-mouth 
— as the shop’s best advertising. 

He is especially thankful for 
members of the Westchester 
Chamber of Commerce, includ-
ing John Watson, who helped 
Alpine join the Village’s Party 
in the Park event (“a wonder-
ful experience,” Stevie says), 
and Judy Saraceno Swenson, a 
loyal supporter of the staff and 
business.

With growth continuing, Stevie 
is now exploring local delivery 
and more ways to serve the 
community.

Westchester is lucky to have 
Alpine Food Shop — 
and Alpine is proud 
to call Westchester home.

Alpine Food Shop 
10712 W. 31st Street, 
Westchester, IL 60154 
(708) 483-6171 
AlpineWestCatering@gmail.com 
Instagram: @AlpineFoodShopWest 
Hours: Tuesday–Saturday 10 AM–4 PM     
 Sunday 10 AM–2 PM

Westchester’s Alpine Food Shop has become a local favorite — known not just for its famous 
subs, but for its family roots, friendly faces, and the welcoming energy that keeps customers 
coming back.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:

“If I’m ever feeling down, 
I love to stop by here.
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WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER

Protecting Our Vehicles from Auto Thefts and Break-Ins
As we go about our daily routines, it’s 
important to stay vigilant in protecting 
our vehicles from theft and break-ins. 

A moment of convenience — such as 
leaving your car running while getting 
gas or running into a store — can quick-
ly turn into a costly mistake. 

Many busy gas stations and shopping 
areas have lookouts waiting for that very 
opportunity. 

In just seconds, your car can be gone, 
leaving you stranded and still making 
monthly payments on a vehicle that may 
never be recovered.

Take a few extra seconds to turn off 
your engine, remove your keys, lock 
your doors, and roll up your windows 
every time you step away. 

Never leave your vehicle running or un-
attended — even for a short time. 

Avoid placing your wallet or purse in 
the trunk of your car; thieves often 
watch for drivers to do this, then break 
the trunk lock and disappear with your 
belongings before anyone even notices.

Whenever possible, park in well-lit, 
high-traffic areas and avoid isolated 
spots. 
Don’t leave valuables in plain view, and 
consider investing in a car alarm system 
with GPS tracking to increase the chanc-
es of recovery if your vehicle is stolen.

Auto theft remains one of the most com-
mon crimes across the country. 

Stolen vehicles are often dismantled for 
parts and shipped overseas — a major 
reason thieves target high-value vehi-
cles like Rolls-Royces, Hyundai Sonatas, 
Chevy Silverados, and Ford Super Duty 
pickup trucks. With today’s trucks and 
SUVs often costing between $60,000 

and $100,000, taking extra precautions 
is well worth the investment.

Sometimes, the best protection is still 
the simplest — use a visible steering 
wheel lock like “The Club” or a locking 
device for your gas pedal. These tools 
act as strong deterrents for opportunistic 
thieves.

Remember: Always be aware of your 
surroundings and belongings. A few 
small safety steps can prevent a major 
loss.

Chief Daniel Babich

Tips to Prevent Auto Theft

1. Turn Off and Lock Up Always shut off 
the engine, remove your keys, lock your 
doors, and roll up all windows — even if 
you’re stepping away for just a moment.

2. Park Smart Choose well-lit, high-traffic 
areas and avoid isolated spots, especially 
at night.

3. Keep Valuables Out of Sight Never 
leave purses, wallets, electronics, or bags 
visible in your car. 

 
 
 
Store them at home or out of view before 
reaching your destination.

4. Invest in Security Install a car alarm 
and consider a GPS tracking device to 
improve recovery chances if your vehicle 
is stolen.

5. Use a Visible Deterrent A steering 
wheel lock or gas pedal lock can discour-
age thieves and make your vehicle less of 
a target.

All defendants are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 

25-3507 09/13/2025 10:37AM DOMES-
TIC BATTERY WESTCHESTER, IL
A 40-year-old male from Westchester 
has been charged with Domestic Battery 
and Violation of Order of Protection in 

Cook County Circuit Court following 
a recent incident. The 40-year-old male 
was taken into custody, processed, and 
subsequently transported to the Fourth 
District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood for a bond hearing.

25-3511 09/14/2025 6:18AM TRAFFIC 
ARREST CANTERBURY ST & HAW-
THORNE AVE
WPD Officers were dispatched to the 
area for a well being check. Dispatched 
advised responding Officers that a silver 
vehicle was parked in the middle lanes of 
Canterbury Street with a subject asleep 

in the vehicle. A 35 year old female from 
Chicago, IL was cited for Driving Under 
the Influence of Alcohol, Resisting Arrest, 
Parked Obstructing the Roadway, and 
No Valid Insurance. The 35 year old was 
released with a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

*This is not a comprehensive list. Please visit www.westchester-il.org/blotter for more information.

POLICE
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Village branch collection for October 
will be the week of October 6th – 10th

November’s collection will be the week 
of November 3rd – 7th (last collection of 
the year)
The Public Works Department will col-
lect branches the first full working week 
of every month (April-November)

• All brush must be put out on the front 
parkway by 7:00 a.m. on your designated 
collection day. Branches can be up to 7 
feet in length and stacked with the butt 
ends facing the street in the same direc-
tion. If not stacked properly, a “restack” 
notice will be left.

• Again, please put ALL brush out on 
your designated collection day and Public 
Works crews will determine what consti-
tutes an open load, which will be picked 
up later in the week.

• An open load would include any brush 
that will not fit through the chipper such 
as logs, stumps, and large limbs. These 
must be cut for one man to lift. Dirt 
must be removed from any root balls for 
pickup.

• Public Works Crews will only pass 
through a designated pickup area once 
due to time, scheduling, and other work-
load responsibilities.

Landscapers & tree services are respon-
sible for their own debris disposal.

Please note the following schedule for 
branch pickup:

MONDAY: From Mannheim Rd west to 
Wolf Rd and from Canterbury St south 
to Windsor Dr-including both sides of 
Windsor Dr. Also Waterford, Waverly, 
Camelot and Concord.

TUESDAY: Roosevelt Rd south to 
Cermak Rd-from Gardner Rd west to 

Mannheim Rd.

WEDNESDAY: From Roosevelt Rd north 
to the expressway and from Gardner Rd 
west to Mannheim Rd. Also, Roosevelt 
Rd south to Canterbury St from Haase 
Ave west to Heidorn Ave.

THURSDAY: From Belleview Ave west 
to Wolf Rd, Martindale Dr south to 31st 
Street.

Weekly yard waste collection by S.B.C. 
began on your first rubbish collection 
day in April.

NOVEMBER’S HOLIDAY RUBBISH 
SCHEDULE

• VETERAN’S DAY
There will be no service delays for rubbish 
collection the week of November 10th

• THANKSGIVING DAY
There will be no collection on Thursday, 
11/27 - Thanksgiving Day.
Thursday’s collection will be Friday, 11/28
Friday’s collection will be Saturday, 11/29

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. 
312-522-1115 
sbcwastesolutions.com/westchester

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard 
waste was at the curb by 6am but was 
not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a 
missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that 
will not fit in your receptacle (couch, 
chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly 
to inform them of large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste (e-waste), at 
no additional charge, including house-
hold chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, univer-

sal materials, batteries, long fluorescent 
lightbulbs, and swimming pool chem-
icals. This separate collection must be 
pre-scheduled by calling 312-522-1115.

Leaf & Snow Reminders
As leaves fall, please remember DO NOT 
pile, blow, or rake your leaves into the 
street. This causes storm sewer problems 
which leads to flooding, and it is against 
Village Code. Yard waste is collected by 
S.B.C. through the end of December.
Public Works crews keep our streets 
free of snow and ice during the winter 
months.

Please assist us by observing the 
following:

• Place garbage cans 3 feet behind the 
curb line- do not place them in the street.

• Do not shovel or blow snow back into 
the cleared streets.

• Please observe the “NO PARKING 
SNOW ROUTE” signs.

-The snow portion of the signs will be en-
forced after 2 inches of snowfall between 
December 1st and March 31st.

Street Parking Restrictions
From April 1 through November 30, 
parking restrictions are in effect to sup-
port street maintenance activities. Please 
check posted street signs carefully—it is 
unlawful to park or leave a vehicle parked 
during designated weekday hours on 
streets marked for maintenance. 

These restrictions help ensure our streets 
stay clean and well-maintained. These 
restrictions are for one side of the street, 
once a week, 7am-3pm as designated by 
posted signage.

Westchester Tree Replacement Program
1. The Village has been planting trees 
on eligible parkways at no cost to the resi-

dent. This replacement program does not 
allow for residents to choose the species 
of tree planted, the location, the number 
of trees planted, nor are residents able to 
opt-out of having a tree planted in the 
Village parkway in front and/or side of 
their residence. 

Please call Public Works if you would like 
to request a tree be planted, sooner rather 
than later, on any parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the spe-
cies of the tree to be planted, this can be 
achieved through the 50/50 program. The 
resident may choose the tree(s) from a list 
provided by the Village, and shares half of 
the cost of the tree(s) and planting with 
the Village. 

To request the list of 50/50 trees, please 
call the Public Works Department at 708-
345-0041.

Construction News 
Construction notices & signs are all 
around the Village. Please read & keep 
notices when you receive them, and 
remember to obey all signs, permanent & 
temporary.

UPDATES are posted daily to: 
Westchester-il.org/news/construction

As always, residents are asked to 
call Public Works at 708-345-0041 

if an unusual amount of water is 
visible in the street or parkway.  

This could be a main break or water 
leak that requires our immediate 

attention. 

If after 3:30pm M-F or on weekends 
and holidays, please call the 
non- emergency number at 

708-593-3830.

PUBLIC WORKS

2025 Pumpkin Smash
Drop your pumpkins, cornstalks, and hay bundles at the 

following locations November 8 & 9 and keep them out of 
landfill! Note, the collection bin at Mayfair Recreation Cen-
ter will not be accessible the morning of Sunday, November 

9 due to the Veteran’s Day Run and Walk.

1. Behind the Westchester Community Church: 1840 West-
chester Boulevard (all day Nov 8 & 9)

2. In the back of the Mayfair Recreation Center parking lot: 
10835 Wakefield Street (all day Nov 8 & after 1:30 pm Nov 9)

Can’t make it to the Pumpkin Smash? Westchester residents 
can place pumpkins, cornstalks, and hay bundles in their 

yard waste bin for weekly SBC curbside collection.
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Come join us for our annual 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON           
 

                                                                  Alpine             
          Haus 

11141 Roosevelt Road, Westchester, IL 60154 
 

ALL WESTCHESTER RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME! 
Tuesday, December 2nd, 2025 

Appetizers at 11:30 - Lunch at 12:00 
Raffle Prizes & Split the Pot 

$50 per person 
Space is limited. Paid reservations are required. 

To register, go to:  bit.ly/2025XMAS or Scan QR Code 

 
    

 
 

   

Westchester Chamber of Commerce 
“We mean business.” 
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George F. Nixon
The most prolific developer in Westchester 
was George F. Nixon and Company. Nixon 
developed the areas south of Roosevelt Road. 
Westchester’s town center was to be developed 
around the train line coming down from 
Roosevelt Road past Canterbury Station and 
expanding towards Mannheim Road following 
the curve of Balmoral Avenue. The Nixon com-
pany drew up an intricate map in 1930 of its 
planned development area designating specific 
sites for single family homes, apartments, and 
businesses. Lots were to be extra wide to meet 
new fire codes; only brick was to be used; land 
was to be set aside for parks and recreation; 
and strict zoning laws were to be applied. The 
most amazing aspect about George Nixon is 
that he was able to continue investing, expand-
ing, and developing in Westchester in the wake 
of the huge economic downturn of the Great 
Depression. His company provided affordable 
homes for new residents in the postwar years, 
realizing a second building boom in the village 
in the 1940s and 1950s.

George Frederick Nixon was born on January 
26,1892, the oldest of four children, to a mother 
of German heritage. His father was from Ken-
tucky, a salesman of medical instruments who 
later worked many years for the Rapid Transit 
Lines. George himself grew up in Chicago 
then married twice, first to Elise Witte, with 
whom he had a son Robert G. and a daughter 
Consuelo (m. Gould). After Elise died in 1930 
he married Mildred Virginia McCloy in 1933, 
at her grandmother’s home near Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He then took Mildred on a hon-
eymoon to California via Chicago on his own 
plane. Later they had a son, Carver. Mr. Nixon 
enjoyed playing polo and being an aviator. He 
had a penthouse home on Sheridan Road in 
the Edgewater Beach Apartments. He also ac-
quired a mansion in Glenview set on 160 acres 
from business partner William H. Colvin, with 
whom he jointly developed forty apartment 
suites at 1550 North State Street in 1944 to be 
rented out to war plant executives.

Nixon was there at the beginning of the 
founding of the town of Westchester in 1925. 
His headquarters and center of operations 
when the new model town of Westchester was 
founded on October 19, 1925, was a Chicago 
high-rise called the Nixon Building. It was 
located on the southwest corner of Clark 
and Monroe Streets. In 1925, Nixon was also 
expanding developments to the North Shore 
and Niles Center. The executive departments 
for those locations in 1925 were in his Uptown 
office on the southwest corner of Broadway 
and Wilson Avenues. Already in 1916 Samuel 
Insull was interested in continuing to develop 
the Northshore Line from Chicago to Mil-
waukee, to expand the reach of his utilities 
throughout the northern suburbs. 

Knowing that Insull’s utilities would be extend-
ed to the new western suburbs as well, Nixon 
invested five million dollars to develop West-
chester. In 1926 Nixon created another “super 
suburb” in Northfield, which will celebrate its 
centennial next year. A train line called the 

Skokie Valley Route, built from 1923 to 1926, 
created new
development projects along the right-of-way 
and new train stations for Nixon’s company. 
Nixon developed part of his mansion’s 160 
acres, creating the luxury-home Glenayre 
section of Glenview around 1938. He built 
twenty houses in Skokie, across from the 
Evanston Golf Course, and in 1961, together 
with Irvin A. Blietz, Nixon developed King’s 
Cove in Deerfield, bordering on Highland 
Park. At this time his brother Albert served 
as Vice-president of the Nixon Company, and 
his son Robert served on the executive board. 
Nixon also worked on homes in Highland Park 
Gardens, keeping several projects running 
at the same time. As for his offices, one was 
in Glenview, a colonial style office next to his 
home, and two others were also located in the 
northern suburbs.

During the Second World War, his company 
kept active by developing duplexes in Melrose 
Park for workers at the Buick plant. By 1942, 
ten duplexes were completed, some with three 
bedrooms along 1608-1618 Broadway Avenue. 
The homes were intended for war-time work-
ers.

Nixon continued creating homes for the 
postwar families in Westchester. The first batch 
of those homes in 1947 was located on a block 
between Dickens and Canterbury along the 
streets of Manchester and Bristol and border-
ing Gardner Road. According to Shirley Slank-
er (whose husband ran the Westchester News 
and who was a prolific local historian) reported 
that Albert, Nixon’s younger brother by twelve 
years, handled all the sales of the subdivided 
farmland of the Battermann farm. That farm-
house is still located on Cermak Road between 
Newcastle and Portsmouth. 

The area became known as the Fairview 
Addition in 1948, featuring houses with more 
gingerbread decoration detailing. Starting in 
1949 Nixon had an office in the Village Hall 
of Westchester on Roosevelt Road, with a five-
year building plan for one thousand homes in 
Westchester in place. Also, in the late forties 
he donated a fifty-foot lot to the Divine Infant 
Church and School in order to expand their 
convent to house the Catholic sisters.

It is amazing what all Mr. Nixon accomplished 
in his lifetime. He was president of the Chicago 
Real Estate Board in 1928 and the Illinois 
Association of Real Estate Boards in 1932. In 
1939 he was the first president of the Metro-
politan Chicago Home Builder’s Association. 
From 1940-1942 he was founder and president 
of the Home Builders Association of Greater 
Chicagoland. In addition, he was one of the 
founders of the National Association of Home 
Builders, acting as its first president in 1940, 
which led to him being inducted into that 
organization’s Hall of Fame in 1977. From 1932 
to 1934 he fought to lower people’s taxes on the 
County Board of Appeals. For sixteen years, 
from 1938 to 1954, he was a suburban Cook 
County commissioner, running on the Re-

publican ticket until he retired. He advertised 
mostly in the Chicago Tribune for his projects 
and received a certificate from the newspaper 
for selling over one million dollars in the year 
1959. Nixon was a noted public speaker,
holding talks for audiences ranging from real 
estate groups to civic organizations such as 
Kiwanis. He also talked college students. Even 
though he did not attend college, he promoted 
the value of higher education in economics and 
business. While he himself traveled to places 
such as England, Puerto Rico and Honolulu to 
understand their community trends, he sent 
his top-selling salespeople on airplane trips to 
other cities in the nation to learn about sales 
and urban planning. His offices also set up a 
training school for sales staff. Most impres-
sive of all, since becoming a home developer 
in 1913, he developed over 5000 acres in the 
Chicago suburbs. Quite a feat!

George F. Nixon died on September 25, 1975, 

at the age of eighty-three. He was laid to rest 
at the famous Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago 
where a monument was placed for the Nixon 
family. Graves included his wife Mildred, his 
parents, and his son Robert G. Nixon. The 
George Nixon Elementary school in Westches-
ter was named after him in 1931. 

The George Nixon Forest Preserve of 500 acres 
was also established in his honor by a unan-
imous vote by the Forest Preserve Commis-
sion in1955. A part of it retained the original 
historic name of Harms Woods in a section 
within the Nixon Preserve adjoining Golf 
and Glenview Roads. As part of the centen-
nial celebration, George F. Nixon should be 
remembered for developing a very large part of 
the village of Westchester.

Patricia Reaves
Save the Prairie Society
Director and Historian

Nixon was there at the beginning of the founding of the town of Westchester in 1925. His head-
quarters and center of operations when the new model town of Westchester was founded on 
October 19, 1925, was a Chicago high-rise called the Nixon Building. 

CENTENNIAL HISTORY: 



14 	 NOVEMBER 2025

 

—
—



         NOVEMBER 2025     15

WaterSmart Portal is Now Live – Sign Up Now!
We’re excited to announce the launch of 
Westchester’s new Water Usage Portal! 
This new tool will allow residents to view 
real-time water usage, receive automated 
alerts for leaks or unusual activity, access 
billing information, and more — all in 
one convenient place.

Don’t miss this opportunity to take con-
trol of your water usage, avoid surprises 
on your bill, and help us build a more 
efficient, responsive utility system.

SIGN UP FOR THE WATERSMART 
PORTAL NOW: 
www.westchester-il.org/waterportal

New Water & Sewer Rates
These changes took effect July 1, 2025, 
following a professional rate study, and 
represent the next phase of the Village’s 
multi-year plan to address aging infra-
structure, comply with the State’s Lead 
Service Line Replacement Mandate, and 
maintain long-term financial sustainabili-
ty of our water and sewer systems. 

New Rates Effective July 1, 2025:
• Water usage: $19.21 per 1,000 gallons
• Sewer usage: $4.03 per 1,000 gallons
• Water infrastructure fee: $22 per month 
($44 per bill)
• Sewer infrastructure fee: $15 per month
($30 per bill)

The approved ordinance also includes a 
10% increase in July 2026, a 5% increase 
in July 2027, and then annual increases 
of 3–5% to keep pace with infrastructure 
maintenance and water delivery costs.

Learn More: 
www.westchester-il.org/waterrates 

Water Fixture Efficiency 
Reimbursement Grant Program

The Village of Westchester is offering a 
Water Fixture Efficiency Reimbursement 
Grant to assist low-income residents in 
reducing water usage and offsetting the 
cost of high-efficiency fixtures. Eligible 
residents can receive up to 90% reim-
bursement on the purchase and instal-
lation of lead-free toilets, faucets, and 
showerheads—with a lifetime household 
maximum of $500.

Highlights:

     Covers up to:

       • $200 per toilet

       • $100 per faucet

       • $75 per showerhead
      Must meet water-efficiency standards  

      (e.g. 1.28 gallons per flush for toilets)
      
      Must obtain a free plumbing permit
      Income eligibility required (e.g. Med 
       icaid, SNAP, LIHEAP, or unemploy 
       ment letter)

Utility Bill Hardship Program
The Village of Westchester offers a Utility 
Bill Hardship Program to assist residents 
who are experiencing financial difficulty 
in keeping up with their water and sewer  
bill. This program allows eligible account 

holders to apply for a payment arrange-
ment through a formal hardship hearing.

Program Details:
Account must not be delinquent at the 
time of application
Residents must apply in writing using 
the official application
Only one hardship arrangement allowed 
every 6 months
Applicants must attend a scheduled 
hardship hearing – missing it counts as      

   your one chance for the 6-month period
If approved, failure to follow the 

payment plan will result in termination  
   and the full balance becoming due

Submit completed applications to:

Village of Westchester 
Utility Billing Department

10300 Roosevelt Road, 
Westchester, IL 60154

SEE WATER, PAGE 18

All About Water 



Dear Parents and Guardians, 

October set a strong tone for the school year, and I’m thankful for the 
energy our students, staff, and families have brought to each day. As 
we move into November, we have the chance to keep that momentum 
going with new learning and opportunities to come together as a 
community. 

Last month, we took part in National Bullying Prevention Awareness 
Month. Our schools used this time to highlight kindness, respect, and 
standing up for one another. On Unity Day, October 22nd, we  
invited everyone to wear ORANGE as a symbol that every child 
and adult deserves to feel safe and supported. I also want to remind 
families about Safe2Help Illinois, a resource available 24/7. Students 
can reach out anonymously if they feel unsafe or see something  
concerning. The service is accessible by text (SAFE2 to 72332), phone 
(844-4-SAFEIL), app, or online. It’s one more way we can work  
together to keep our schools safe. 

October was also a time to recognize the vibrant contributions of  
Hispanic and Latin communities during Hispanic Heritage Month.  
Students across the district engaged in lessons, activities, and  
celebrations that honor the history, culture, and impact of Hispanic 
individuals. Special thanks to Mrs. DelFiacco for leading the planning. 

Finally, our students are growing up in a world where the news can 
sometimes feel heavy and uncertain. Even if they don’t always say it, 
they notice what’s happening around them. At school, we’re  
committed to giving them a safe and supportive place to learn, feel 
cared for, and know they belong. At home, even simple check-ins—
asking what they’ve heard and how they’re feeling—can make a big 
difference. Together, we can help them navigate challenging times 
with resilience and hope. 

If you have ideas, feedback, or questions, please don’t hesitate to  
contact me by phone (708-670-1927) or email (psalemi@sd925.org). 
Thank you for your continued support, trust, and commitment to our 
school district. Have a great month. 

Sincerely, 

Philip Salemi, Ed.D  
Superintendent of Schools District 92½ 

A Letter from the Superintendent 

Westchester Primary School 

Westchester Primary Celebrates Strong Start and Community 
Engagement 

With the first trimester coming to a successful close on November 
17th, students at Westchester Primary School have been showing  
significant growth. This progress is a testament to our explicit,  
high-quality instruction, the strong school-home partnerships we  
cherish, and our enthusiastic community engagement. 

Fall Highlights: Community, Culture, and Character A Thrilling 
Carnival Night 

WPS and Westchester Intermediate School (WIS) were delighted to 
host our annual combined Math and Reading Night on October 1st. 
This year's Carnival theme was a huge success, with smiling faces seen 
throughout the building as students and families engaged in exciting 
reading, writing, and math activities. We extend sincere gratitude to the 
WPTC, Enchanted Castle, The Data Detective Author, Ms. Donelson, 
and the Chicago Bears Organization for providing fantastic raffle prizes, 
including a signed Chicago Bears football! 

Celebrating Our Diverse Heritage 

October was rich with cultural celebration. To celebrate Hispanic  
Heritage Month, our students engaged in fun activities, including a  
using a slideshow highlighting facts about various Latino cultures and 
listening to fun Friday Latino-inspired music. Many of our Westchester 
families also proudly participated in the district's Hispanic Heritage  
Celebration held at WIS on October 9th. 

Additionally, we recognized German, Italian, and Polish Heritage 
Month throughout October. Each day, our students learned a new word 
or phrase from one of these languages! Now in November, we proudly 
recognize National Native American Heritage Month, continuing to 
highlight the profound contributions these individuals have made to our 
world. 

Promoting Dolphin Pride and Unity 

Our students were actively involved in several activities throughout  
October to reinforce our "Dolphin Pride" expectations and promote  
bullying awareness. Under the theme "Bucket Fillers Not Bullies ,” 
students participated in read-alouds, created projects, collected 
"raindrops" to fill "buckets" of kindness, and decorated a Unity Tree 
Mural to commit to caring for all. We celebrated Unity Day on  
October 22nd by wearing Orange as a visible sign of our shared  
commitment to kindness and inclusion. 

Upcoming Important Dates 

•Parent-Teacher Conferences: We look forward to partnering with
you during Parent-Teacher Conferences on November 24th and
25th. WPS families, please ensure you have signed up for your
appointment time.

•Veterans Assembly: Our students will show their deepest
appreciation to our Veterans on November 11th. Westchester
Primary School will honor our veterans with a special assembly
beginning at 2:00 PM. All veterans from our school community are
invited to attend and be serenaded and honored by our students during
the ceremony.

We appreciate your continued support in making Westchester Primary 
School a place where every child can grow and thrive! 
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SCHOOLS
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CRYPTOCURRENCY
SCAMS

WESTCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
10300 W. Roosevelt Road
Westchester, IL

November 20, 2025
4:00 PM

A PRESENTATION BY THE COOK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

THE WESTCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

To register or 
receive more information
please call: 708-865-7341
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Dressed for History
Antique Clothing Exhibit 1820s-1920s

November 2025
Every Sunday

3-5pm
Franzosenbusch Prairie House 

11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester 
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PPrroovviissoo  HHaannddyymmaann  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

  

BBeellllwwoooodd  ·  BBeerrkkeelleeyy  ·  BBrrooaaddvviieeww  ·  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  ·  FFoorreesstt  PPaarrkk  ·  HHiillllssiiddee  ·  
LLaaGGrraannggee  PPaarrkk  ·  MMaayywwoooodd  ·  MMeellrroossee  PPaarrkk  ·  NNoorrtthh  RRiivveerrssiiddee  ·  

NNoorrtthhllaakkee  ·  SSttoonnee  PPaarrkk  ·  WWeessttcchheesstteerr  ·  WWeesstteerrnn  SSpprriinnggss  

++  OOnnllyy  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviissoo  TToowwnnsshhiipp++  

 

NNoovveemmbbeerr  22002255  
Winter is fast upon us! If you have not called to have your home winterize call NOW!  

The weatherproofing is best done before the cold weather sets in to ensure the caulk or plastic 
covers will adhere for the winter season. Have your filter in your furnace changed to help it run 

efficiently. Last call for work that needs to be done on anything outdoors (lightbulbs, 

 light fixtures, furniture put away, rain barrels, spigots cover for winter). 

 Call 708-547-4001 

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and  

disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                           

  Gay F. Chase · Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher  · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to all of the volunteers who helped at 
all of the events last month!

We had two successful book fairs at WPS and WIS, along with 
Math and Reading Night in October.

We were thrilled to have our Fall Family Dance and WMS’s first 
dance this year. And we cannot forget our fun fall classroom 
parties at WPS and WIS.

The WPTC board is looking forward to WPS and WIS McTe-
acher Night on November 6. School staff will be serving orders 
and selling $1 apple pies. This is always a fun night for the 
kids!

The next WPTC Meeting is November 5, in the WIS cafe begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m.

Our events can only take place with the help of our volunteers. 

Thank you to those who have taken the time to help out at our 
past events. 

We have many more coming up and will need help. There are 
plenty more opportunities to help out!

We have some fun events coming up! 

Be on the lookout for these events and volunteer opportunities:

*November 6th- WPS and WIS McTeacher Night

*November 5th- WPTC Meeting 6pm WIS Cafe

Please continue to check our Facebook page and website for any updates!

www.wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5

You can also reach the WPTC via email at wptc925@gmail.com.

Our Facebook page is useful to stay up to date with us. You are always welcome to contact any of the WPTC Board 

members at wptc925@gmail.com with any questions, concerns or feedback that you may have.



At this time of increasing energy costs, you 
may be feeling there is little you can do about 
it.  Fortunately, through the use of solar en-
ergy, you can reduce your energy costs and 
environmental impact.  

Our sun’s light and heat can be converted to 
direct current using solar panels.  The effi-
ciency of the conversion is improving with 
time and new technologies, but the average ef-
ficiency with existing panels that are currently 
available ranges from 18-20 %.  Although the 
efficiency is low, the amount of energy from 
the sun is very high making solar energy a fea-
sible, cost-effective means of generating your 
electricity in the long run. 

Currently, electricity in the Westchester area 
of northern Illinois comes from a mixture of 
sources – nuclear power plants and burning 
of fossil fuels like natural gas, coal, etc. Burn-
ing of fossil fuels is not healthy for humans, 
other living creatures, and our environment. 
Nuclear energy, though thought to be a clean 
alternative, poses other risks mainly from 
creating radioactive waste and where to bury 
that waste.  Solar energy is a very clean energy 
source.  

The manufacturing of solar panels, like every 

man-made material, impacts our environ-
ment, and has a carbon footprint, but that 
footprint is very small mainly because the 
panels are expected to be functional for 20-
25 years.  

In contrast, the environmental impact of fos-
sil fuels is markedly higher because it is used 
(burned once) and more fuel must be con-
tinuously extracted, refined, transported and 
burned to create energy over the same 20-25 
year period.

Please join the GROW Ecological Commis-
sion on Wednesday, November 19th from 12p 
– 1p for a presentation on “Navigating Solar 
Options” by Grace Concialdi, Solar Outreach 
Coordinator with Citizens Utility Board, 
Viewing will be available at the Westchester 
Public Library or on Zoom and accessible 
thereafter on the GROW page of the Village 
website.

There are three ways that Westchester res-
idents may reduce their electricity bills and 
their environmental impact by making the 
switch to solar energy:

Illinois Solar for All (ISFA) makes solar ener-
gy affordable to Illinois residents.  

The goal of this program is to save home-
owners and renters money on their electric-
ity bills.  ISFA provides the option of rooftop 
solar or a solar farm subscription.  Residents 
can save up to $1,000 annually off their elec-
tricity costs with rooftop solar (no cost for 

installation) or at least 50% monthly off the 
energy portion of their bill, with a solar farm 
subscription.  

The maximum household income to be 
eligible in Cook County is as follows:
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How to Lower your Electricity Costs with Solar

This month try a little something different 
for breakfast. This recipe offers a sweet 
treat and maybe some new breakfast ingre-
dients to consider. 

 
Chocolate Banana 
Buckwheat Porridge   
makes 1 serving

Ingredients
• ⅓ cup roasted buckwheat groats 
• 1¼ cups unsweetened soy milk 
   (or dairy-free milk of choosing)

• 1 banana, mashed
• 1 Tbsp Dutch-process cocoa powder
• 1 Tbsp tahini 
• 1 tsp maple syrup, plus more to taste (optional) 
• ¼ tsp pure vanilla extract
• ¼ tsp ground cinnamon
• 1 pinch salt
 
Optional toppings: 
•1 Tbsp unsalted roasted walnuts, chopped
• ½ Tbsp mini dark chocolate chips 
• ½ tsp toasted sesame seeds

Instructions
1. Add the buckwheat and milk to a saucepan. 
Bring to a boil, reduce to a simmer, and cook cov-
ered with a lid for 15 minutes, stirring often.

2. When cooked, add the mashed banana, cocoa 
powder, tahini, maple syrup, vanilla, cinnamon, 
and salt. Stir until heated through.

3. Remove from the heat and cover with a lid. Let 
sit for 5 minutes. This helps to soften the grain 
further.

4. Serve, add toppings as desired, and enjoy!

Source: www.pickuplimes.com

Have a plant-based recipe you’d like to 
share with the community?  

Send it to  GROW@westchester-il.gov  for 
consideration for future newsletters. 

Recipe of the Month
“The amount of solar 

energy that falls on the 

Earth in just one hour 

is enough to power the 

world for a whole year” 

according to the University 

of California, Davis. 

Green Fact of the Month

Rooftop Solar Purchase – 
Incentives that would apply regard-
less of the vendor you select are:

• State Solar Renewable Energy Credits 
(SRECs) – can cover around 30% of cost
• Federal Tax Credit of 30% (this credit is 
available on systems installed and placed 
into service by 12/31/25)
• Utility Net Metering credits (help you 
pay back your system faster)
* Note: If you choose to purchase your 

solar system through the Solar Switch 
Group Buy Program, there is typically an 
additional savings of around $4,600.

Solar Farm Subscriptions – The Illinois 
Shines Program allows you to subscribe 
to a large solar farm and receive cost-sav-
ing credits on your electricity bills, with-
out installing panels.  Savings are typically 
10-15% off of the energy portion of your 
bill.

Other Opportunities to Lower Your 
Energy Costs
Last call to take advantage of the Feder-
al Energy Efficient Home Improvement 
Credit of up to 30% of the cost of pur-
chase and installation.  

Systems must be installed and placed into 
service by December 31, 2025.  There are 
aggregate limits for this credit:  $1,200 
limit for projects like a professional home 
energy audit; installing insulation; door, 

window and electrical panel upgrades; 
and installing a high efficiency air-condi-
tioning unit. 
Upcoming Event – Save the Date for “En-
ergy Efficiency” with Tori Woolbright, 
Outreach Specialist with the Metropoli-
tan Mayors Caucus – attendees will learn 
about how to make their home more en-
ergy efficient, and will be able to sign up 
to receive free energy efficiency kits and 
home assessments.  

This will be held on Saturday, January 
17th, with an inclement weather date of 
January 24th.

For more information contact: 
ewchase@westchester-il.gov

Commissioners 
Elizabeth Wiseman-Chase & 
Walt Wojcik

GROW ECOLOGICAL COMMISSION
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