
Village of 
Westchester

OCTOBER, 2024

4

8

12

14

18

19

28

EDC

PUBLIC
WORKS

LIBRARY

GROW

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

POLICE
 DEPARTMENT

FIRE
 DEPARTMENT

From the desk of Village President Greg Hribal
As we have done for 22 years, Westchester honored the 

lives lost on September 11th. A flag lowering and solemn 
bell ringing ceremony at our village hall was attended by 
the Westchester Police, Fire Department, village staff and 
residents reflected on those who lost their lives on that 
very tragic day.  A special thank you to Pastor Mills and 
our Cook County Commissioner Tara Stamps for their 
reflections on the events that occurred in 2001. 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has started 
work on Cermak Road which is expected to take 
approximately one year.  From I-294 in Westchester to 
Harlem Avenue in North Riverside they will be replacing 
approximately 6 miles of roadway and performing other 
sidewalk and crosswalk improvements.  Please drive safely 
and consider alternative routes during this project if at all 
possible. 

I know that the skunks have been a nuisance in our 
community this year, and it is not just those living by the 
forest preserves.  Various factors caused the abundance 
of skunks in town, as have been reported in all of our 
neighboring communities as well.     The village has 
updated our website to include information to assist 
residents in dealing with them. Additionally, the village 
recently approved a partnership with ABC Humane 
Wildlife to provide discounted pricing for Westchester 
residents who may need trapping services. 

Please be aware that the Village Hall summer office 
hours have ended.  Offices are open between 8:00am and 
4:30pm Monday through Friday.  The senior Secretary of 
State has increased their hours of operation, opening at 
7:30am weekdays.  For those unaware, the facility entrance 
is located at the Village Hall on Municipal Drive right next 

to the post office parking lot. Seniors 65 and older can 
come in anytime, without an appointment, to renew their 
drivers license, purchase vehicle stickers or obtain a REAL 
ID for travel purposes. There are no wait times and most 
visitors are able to complete needs in under 10 minutes. 

The Westchester Fire Department is hosting their open 
house on Monday October 7th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm 
at the fire station located at 10240 Roosevelt Road. Come 
out with the family and enjoy the evening with free food, 
entertainment and live demonstrations. 

The semi-annual shred and recycle event will be taking 
place this on October 19th from 10am to noon at 2305 
Enterprise Drive.  The shredding of sensitive documents, 
such as bank or tax statements will be performed on-site 
along with the recycling of your old household electronics.  
Additionally, the Westchester Food Pantry will be collecting 
non-perishable food and monetary donations. 

Join the Westchester Park District for the Veterans 5K 
Run & Walk along with the veteran’s brunch will be on 
November 10.  This special event honors and celebrates 
our Military Veterans, Active Duty, Reserves, and their 
families. The 5K run and 1-mile walk will start at 9:00 AM at 
Mayfair Park with the brunch beginning at 11am.  Visit the 
Westchester Park District website for more information 
and to register for the run, brunch or both. 

Among the village, park district, schools and library there 
are always various events taking place in town.  Be sure to 
visit our website to check our calendar and sign up for 
our weekly emailed newsletter that provides information 
on all events going on in the village as well as important 
Westchester information so you can be more informed on 
what is going on in our community. 



2 OCTOBER  2024



OCTOBER  2024       3



4 OCTOBER  2024

Fire

Smoke Alarms: Make Them Work for You
The Westchester Fire Department is proud 

to support the National Fire Protection 
Association’s (NFPA) Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, “Smoke Alarms: Make Them 
Work for You,” which runs from October 6-12, 
2024. The NFPA has announced that this 
year’s campaign focuses on the importance 
of smoke alarms and how to ensure they are 
working properly to protect your home and 
family.

Full NFPA Press Release:
The National Fire Protection Association® 

(NFPA®) – the official sponsor of Fire 
Prevention Week™ for more than 100 years 
– has announced “Smoke Alarms: Make 
Them Work for You” as the theme for Fire 
Prevention Week 2024, October 6-12.

This year’s campaign works to educate 
everyone about simple but important 
actions they can take to keep themselves 
and those around them safe. Smoke alarms 
save lives, but they need to be installed, 
maintained, and tested regularly to ensure 
they’re working. The NFPA provides these 
key messages to ensure smoke alarms are 
effective:

• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping 
room, outside each separate sleeping area, 
and on every level of your home, including 
the basement.

• Test smoke alarms at least once a month 
by pressing the test button to ensure the 
alarm is working.

• Replace all smoke alarms when they are 
10 years old or if they don’t respond properly 
when tested.

• Make sure everyone in the home 
understands the sound of the smoke alarm 
and knows how to respond.

“In a fire, mere seconds can mean the 
difference between a safe escape and a 
tragedy. Smoke alarms provide that critical 
early warning that can give you and your 
family enough time to get out safely,” said 
Lorraine Carli, Vice President of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA. “But they must 
be installed in the right places and tested 
regularly to make sure they are working 
properly.”

NFPA has been the official sponsor of 
Fire Prevention Week™ since 1922. The 
campaign works to educate the public on 
important fire safety messages, helping to 
decrease the risk of fire and loss. Visit nfpa.
org/fpw for more information and resources.

Westchester Fire Department Open House 
– October 7th

In conjunction with National Fire 
Prevention Week, the Westchester Fire 
Department is excited to host its annual 
Open House on Monday, October 7, from 
6:00 PM to 8:30 PM at Fire Station #25, 
located at 10240 Roosevelt Rd, Westchester, 
IL. This free, family-friendly event will be full 
of food, fun, excitement, and fire prevention 
education.

Attendees will have the opportunity to 
meet the new Fire Chief, Dan Manning, 
and interact with the dedicated crew of the 
Westchester Fire Department. The event will 

also feature a variety of live demonstrations, 
a DJ, and a bounce house.

This Open House is a great chance to learn 
about fire safety, see the fire department’s 

equipment up close, and enjoy a night out 
with the community. Mark your calendars 
and don’t miss this exciting event during 
National Fire Prevention Week!

National Fire Prevention Week
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Happy Fall from the WPTC!!  We hope the beginning of the 2024-2025 school 
year has been exciting for all Westchester Public School students so far!  

We opened up the Spirit Wear Store in September and hope you were able to 
order some fun items for your Dolphin, Husky, or Warrior! Our fall Walk-a-thon 
was a hit, a BIG THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers, we cannot do 
these things without you!  We had our first restaurant fundraiser at Buona Beef, 
it was a success!   We are looking forward to all of the events we will be hosting 
this upcoming school year. 

We have some fun events coming up! 
Be on the lookout for these events and volunteer opportunities:

*October 8th-10th- WPS Fall Book Fair
*October 10th- WPS Parents and Pastries 8:00-8:30 am
*October 10th- WIS and WPS Math and Reading Night @WIS 6:00-7:30 pm
*October 17th-18th- WIS Fall Book Fair
*October 18th - WPS/WIS Family Fall Dance at WIS
*October 24th- WMS School Store
*October 25th- WMS Fall Dance
*October 30th - Fall Room Parties at WPS for EC/PK
*October 31st - Fall Room Parties at WPS/WIS for K-5th

Please continue to check our Facebook page and website for any updates!www.
wptc.membershiptoolkit.com

https://www.facebook.com/WPTC92.5
You can also reach the WPTC via email at wptc925@gmail.com.
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PoLice

WESTCHESTER POLICE BLOTTER
All defendants are considered innocent 

until proven guilty in a court of law.

24-03914 
09/09/2024 1:14AM  DOMESTIC BATTERY  
WESTCHESTER, IL 
42-year-old man from Westchester finds 

himself charged in Cook County Circuit 
Court with one count of Domestic Battery 
following an incident. The 42 year old was 
taken into custody, processed and then 
transported to the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood for a bond hearing. 

24-03976 
09/13/2024 1:44AM  RETAIL THEFT  
 825 MANNHEIM RD 
WPD Officers were dispatched to the BP 

Gas Station reference a call for a retail theft. 
Officers arrived and spoke to an employee 
who stated a subject came into the store 
caused a disturbance and stole an item. A 
subject matching the description was located 
near the I-290 expressway ramp and was 
detained. The 41-year-old from Chicago was 
cited for Retail Theft and Resisting Arrest. The 
subject was released with a Citation & Notice 
and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 

24-03828 
09/03/2024 4:35PM  TRAFFIC STOP  
MANNHEIM RD & PELHAM ST 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 34 year old 
male from Cicero, was cited for Speeding, 
26 mph to less than 35 mph over posted 
Limit. The 34 year old was released with a 
Citation & Notice and given a court date at 
the 4th District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL.

24-03645 
08/23/2024 11:20PM TRAFFIC STOP 
ROOSEVELT RD & 25TH AVE 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 46 year old male 
from Westchester, was cited for Improper 

use of Registration, No Valid Insurance, and 
Driving while License Revoked. The 46 year 
old was released with a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 

24-03661 
08/25/2024 
3:22AM  MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
10300 BLK CANTERBURY ST 
WPD Officers were dispatched to the area 

for a motor vehicle accident. A 25 year old 
female from Chicago, was cited for Failure 
to Reduce Speed to Avoid an Accident, 
Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol, and 
Operating a Vehicle while Registration is 
Suspended. The 25 year old was released with 
a Citation & Notice and given a court date at 
the 4th District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL.

24-03747 
08/30/2024  2:10AM TRAFFIC STOP 
1100 BLK MANNHEIM RD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 47 year 
old male from Westchester, was cited for 
Disregarding Red Traffic Control Device, 
No Valid Insurance, Driving while License 
Suspended and Open Alcohol. The 47 year 
old was released with a Citation & Notice and 
given a court date at the 4th District Cook 
County Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 

24-03517 
08/16/2024  6:37PM TRAFFIC STOP 
ROOSEVELT RD & OAK RIDGE AVE
 WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 22 year old 
male from Chicago, was cited for Driving 
with an Expired License.The 22 year old was 
released with a Citation & Notice and given 
a court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 

 24-03560 
08/19/2024 7:06AM TRAFFIC STOP 
CAMBRIDGE ST & MANNHEIM RD 

WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 
perform a traffic infraction. A 19 year old male 
from Corryton,TN was cited for Speeding 
80mph in a 30mph zone. The 19 year old was 
released with a Citation & Notice and given 
a court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 

24-03586 
08/20/2024 4:03PM RETAIL THEFT 
2128 MANNHEIM RD 
A WPD Officer was patrolling the parking 

lot of the Jewel and was flagged down by 
the store manager who advised the officer 
of a retail theft of liquor that just occured. 
The Officer observed the vehicle traveling 
southbound across the parking lot, at 
which time the vehicle was stopped and 
subjects were detained. A 46 year old male 
from Newport Richey, FL and a 41 year old 
female from Cortland, IL were cited with a 
Local Ordinance Citations for Retail Theft. 
Both subjects were released with a Local 
Ordinance Citation and given a court date at 
the Westchester Municipal Courtroom.

24-03448 
08/12/2024 11:26PM 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
11201 CERMAK RD 
WPD responded to 11201 Cermak (BP 

Gas Station) for a call of a man with a gun. 
Proviso Central Communications advised 
responding officers that the subject was 
described wearing a multi color shirt 
and white bucket hat. Officers arrived 
and observed the subject matching the 
description walking southbound on Wolf 
away from the gas station. The subject was 
detained by police, searched and located 
a BB gun in a drawstring bag. A 29 year old 
from Westchester was cited for Aggravated 
Assault, released with a Citation and Noice 
and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 

24-03464 
TRAFFIC STOP 

MANNHEIM RD & CERMAK RD 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 33 year old male 
from Chicago, was cited for No Valid Drivers 
License, and Unsafe Equipment. The 33 year 
old was released with a Citation & Notice 
and given a court date at the 4th District 
Cook County Courthouse in Maywood, IL. 
All defendants are considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

24-03417 
CRIMINAL TRESPASS TO VEHICLE 
11201 CERMAK RD  
WPD responded to the area of Cermak and 

Wolf to speak with Store manger reporting 
a subject wearing a red shirt, gray shorts 
going inside vehicles at the BP. Officers 
spoke to the victim reported approximately 
340.00 dollars US Currency inside, when 
she came back out it was missing. R/O and 
employee went back to look at video when 
R/O spotted the M/B with red shirt and gray 
pants enter white vehicle for a few seconds 
then leave. Responding Officers located a 
subject matching the description near the 
McDonald’s on 31st Street. A 25 year old male 
from Chicago, was cited for Resisting a Peace 
Officer and Criminal Trespass to Vehicle. 
The 25 year old was released with a Citation 
& Notice and was given with a court date at 
the 4th District Cook County Courthouse in 
Maywood, IL.

24-03382 
08/08/2024 8:45PM TRAFFIC STOP 
11000 BLK 31ST ST 
WPD Officer on patrol observed a vehicle 

perform a traffic infraction. A 28 year old 
male from Chicago, was cited for Driving with 
one Headlamp and Driving while License is 
Suspended. A Citation & Notice and given a 
court date at the 4th District Cook County 
Courthouse in Maywood, IL.

This is not a comprehensive list. Please visit 
www.westchester-il.org/blotter for complete 
Police Blotter.

Last month, the Westchester community 
came together to honor the memory of 
those we lost 23 years ago on September 11, 
2001. On that tragic day, terrorists attacked 
our nation, resulting in the loss of 2,996 
lives—children, adults, firefighters, police 
officers, and everyday people, just like you 
and me, who were simply going about their 
daily lives.

The devastating images of the Twin 
Towers falling and the heart-wrenching 
decisions made by those trapped inside 

remain etched in our memories. Even after 
all these years, it feels like just yesterday 
that we witnessed those events unfold. I 
still remember exactly where I was when 
I heard the news that a plane had struck 
one of the Twin Towers. At first, it was hard 
to believe it was a terrorist attack, but as a 
former Marine, once the second tower was 
hit, I knew we were under attack. Despite 
being 40 years old at the time, I would have 
re-enlisted in a heartbeat to defend our 
country—because that’s what veterans do.

During this past month, we held our 
annual 9/11 Commemoration Ceremony 
at Westchester Village Hall, where we 
reflected on that day and paid tribute to the 
bravery of those who served. We gathered 
as a community to remember and honor 
those who lost their lives, as well as those 
who stepped up to bring justice in the 
aftermath. The unity and strength that 
emerged during that time is a testament to 
the resilience of our nation.

As we move forward, I encourage 

everyone to take a moment of silence to 
remember those who were lost, those 
who sacrificed, and those who continue to 
protect our freedoms. Alan Jackson’s song, 
“Where Were You When the World Stopped 
Turning,” serves as a poignant reminder 
of a time when our country stood united, 
filled with patriotic pride from coast to 
coast—something we could all use a bit 
more of today.

Sincerely,
Chief Daniel Babich

Never Forgotten: 
Reflecting on 9/11 and Our Community’s Tribute
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EDC Exists to help local businesses
The Westchester Economic 

Development Committee exists to 
support existing Village businesses, 
help the Village find ways to attract 
new businesses, and help businesses 
and our community beautify the 
various business areas in town.

The EDC was created years ago with 
the support of then Village President 
Sam Pulia and the Westchester 
Chamber of Commerce.  Business 
leaders like Mike Gobber, Bill Ernst, 
and Bruce Horek helped get the 
EDC started.  The EDC Committee is 
appointed by the Village Board, and 
members participate in Westchester 
Chamber of Commerce meetings and 
events.

When I first came to Westchester, 
there was a sad and running joke:  
Nothing happens here.  No growth.  
Its “Deadchester”, but that wasn’t true 
then and it certainly is not now.

Our community has seen much 
growth over my time here in town, 
and especially in the last ten years.  It 
is wonderful to hear how often new 
businesses begin, and how many 
businesses find ways to stay in our 
community even when their growth or 
change causes them to move physical 
operations out of town.

I have a personal mission:  For 
every resident of Westchester to buy 
locally, support local businesses, and 
volunteer to make our non-profit 
missions healthy.  My spouse and I 
make a concerted effort every week to 
go to a different place in town to eat, 
purchase things, and get to know the 
business owners.  Our EDC encourages 
you to do the dame and shop locally!

The main reason for this article 
is because you may may not know 
this: The Village has Seven distinct 
shopping districts in the Village! While 
Westchester is landlocked, and we have 
some interesting borders with many 
of our shopping areas sharing streets 
with businesses in Hillside, we want 
to continue to do our best to highlight 
Village of Westchester businesses.  
We want you to know where our 
Westchester businesses operate, and 
for this article to highlight some of 
the newer businesses in roughly the 
last 5 years throughout the business 
districts.

From North to South:
Addison Creek District – Roosevelt 

Road from Westchester Boulevard east 
to the bridge.       Newer businesses 
include:  Angel’s Destiny Monuments, 
Chai Yo Thai Restaurant, Heartz and 
Minds Learning Center, Jungle Plate 
Restaurant, Krazy Grapes, Spice n 
Wings Restaurant, Styles Elev8’d Salon

Municipal District – Roosevelt from 
the Boulevard to Mannheim, and 

Mannheim north on the East side of 
the road up to I-290.                                                                                         

Newer businesses include:  CAG 
Wholesale Craft Supplies, Dollar 
General, Form Physical Therapy, 
Maribis, Smoke Dr., and Stellas

Highridge District – Roosevelt on the 
south side from Evers to Wolf. 

Newer businesses include: Thithi’s 
Fine Dining and Martini Bar

Historic District – Westchester 
Boulevard from Canterbury south to 
Cermak.  

Newer business include: Element 
Nails

Fountain District – From the corner 
of Mannheim and Cermak north to 
Canterbury, and west to Sunnyside.

Newer businesses include:  Aviator 
Coffee, Everlasting Monuments, La 
Palateria, Nutoys, Sherwin Williams, 
and Wild Wings and Slots

Tower District – from the corner of 
Cermak and Wolf west to Enterprise 
Drive and south on Enterprise.  

Newer businesses include: Four 
Points by Sheraton Hotel and Hanger 
Clinic (prosthetics and orthotics)

Prairie District – from Wolf Road and 
Cermak south to 31st, and 31st east to 

Sunnyside.  
Newer businesses include: Alpine 

Food Shop, Betty’s, Goodwill, Great 
Clips, and Impulse Rehab

We have MANY new businesses in 
town, and our town is ALIVE!  Support 
all of our local businesses, and we 
especially thank all the long-time 
businesses that have helped make 
Westchester a wonderful place to live!

Pastor Joe Mills, Chair of the EDC
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Village branch collection for October will be the week of 
October 7th – 11th 

November’s collection will be the week of November 4th 
– 8th (last collection of the year)

The Public Works Department collects branches the first 
full working week of each month (April-November) Please 
see the colored section map for your collection day.

• All brush must be placed on the front parkway by 7am 
on your designated collection day.

• Branches must be stacked with the butt ends facing the 
street in the same direction. 

• Dirt must be removed from any root balls. 
• Public Works Crews will only pass through a designated 

collection area once due to time, scheduling, and other 
workload responsibilities. We do not collect branches on 
demand. 

Landscapers & tree services are responsible for their own 
brush disposal.

Please note the following schedule for branch pickup:

COLUMBUS/ INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ DAY HOLIDAY 
GARBAGE SCHEDULE 

There will be no service delays for garbage collection the 
week of October 13th  

S.B.C. Waste Solutions, Inc. – 312-522-1115

• If your garbage, recycling, and/or yard waste was at the 
curb by 6am but was not collected by 6pm on your regular 
day, please call S.B.C. directly to report a missed collection.

• You may place two (2) large items that will not fit in your 
receptacle (couch, chair, table, etc.,) at the curb every week 
for collection. Please call S.B.C. directly to inform them of 
large items.

• S.B.C. will collect household hazardous waste and 
electronic waste (e-waste), at no additional charge, 
including household chemicals, automotive products, 
paint products, garden chemicals, universal materials, 
batteries, long fluorescent lightbulbs, and swimming pool 
chemicals. This special collection must be pre-scheduled 
by calling 312-522-1115.

Street Parking Restrictions
Street maintenance parking restrictions are still in effect. 

Please check the street signs at the ends of your block or 
check the Village website so you don’t receive a ticket! 

Westchester Tree Replacement Program
1. The Village has been planting trees on eligible 

parkways at no cost to the resident. This replacement 
program does not allow for residents to choose the species 
of tree planted, the location, the number of trees planted, 
nor are residents able to opt-out of having a tree planted in 
the Village parkway in front and/or side of their residence. 
Please call Public Works if you would like to request a tree 
be planted sooner rather than later in a parkway.

2. If you would prefer to choose the species of the tree 
to be planted, this can be achieved through the 50/50 
program. The resident can choose the tree(s) from a list 
provided by the Village, and shares half of the cost of the 
tree(s) and planting with the Village. To request the list of 
50/50 trees, please call the Public Works Department at 
708-345-0041.

Remember… 
S.B.C. will also collect your branches if they are tied 

in bundles of no more than 50 pounds & no more than 
4 feet in length. They may also be cut up into “Yard 
Waste Only” containers or lawn bags. These will be 
collected on your regular garbage day every week April 
– December.

As always, residents are asked to call Public Works at 
708-345-0041 if an unusual amount of water is visible 
in the street or parkway. This could be a main break 
or water leak that requires our immediate attention. If 
after 3:30pm M-F & on weekends and holidays, please 
call police non-emergency at 708-345-0060.

Branch Pick Up Schedule

PUBLIC WORKS
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PUBLIC WORKS - CONSTRUCTION NEWS
Construction News
Construction notices & signs are all around the Village. Please read & keep notices when you receive them, and remember to obey all signs, permanent & temporary. UPDATES are posted 

daily to the Village of Westchester website. 

• 2024 Fall Concrete will begin in mid-October and be completed by November.

• 2024 Micro-Surfacing: Mid-October  
➢ Portsmouth Ave. (Dickens St – Drury Ln)
➢ Portsmouth Ave (Kent St. – Canterbury St)
➢ Norfolk Ave (Canterbury St – Dicken St)
➢ Crestwood Ln (Mannheim Rd – Westchester Blvd)
➢ Gladstone St (Worcester Ave – Dead End)
➢ Devonshire Ln (Mannheim Rd – Cromwell Ave)
➢ Devonshire St (Norfolk Ave – Gardner Rd)
➢ Bristol Ave (Wedgwood Dr – Devonshire St)

• Phase I Fire Hydrant Painting will be completed end of October. Phase II will occur in 2025.

• Wedgwood Dr. Bridge is closed between Suffolk Ave. and Norfolk Ave. for complete replacement and installation of concrete approach slabs and sidewalks. The anticipated 
completion date is October 16th 2024.
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Grow

Westchester 2024 Pumpkin Smash

As Halloween approaches, so too does Westchester’s 
6th annual Pumpkin Smash brought to you by the Green 
Residents of Westchester (GROW ). The Pumpkin Smash is 
an annual effort by communities to divert pumpkins from 
landfills by providing locations for residents to drop off 
jack-o-lanterns (minus candles) and other gourds to be 
composted. 

It is held each year after Halloween and this year that will 
be on Saturday, November 2nd, and Sunday, November 3rd 
in Westchester. Items accepted include pumpkins, gourds, 
cornstalks, and hay bales. 

Be sure to remove candles, stickers, pipe cleaners, and 
any non-compostable decorations before placing your 
pumpkins in dumpsters.

Many people are surprised to find out that Illinois 
produces three and a half times the amount of pumpkins as 
the second most productive states, Indiana and California 
(Source: USDA). So why bother to compost them instead of 
just throwing them in the trash? 

 Pumpkins are nutritionally valuable since they contain 
significant amounts of fiber, potassium, and protein. 
Pumpkins are also 90% water and thus when disposed of 
in a landfill these nutrients and water are lost from the 
environment rather than being recycled or reinvested back 
into the environment. 

The decomposition of organic matter, such as pumpkins, 
produces greenhouse gasses. Landfills are the 3rd largest 
producers of greenhouse gasses so by composting them we 
can significantly reduce those emissions.

Composting any organic matter is also just plain 
beneficial. Compost reduces, and in some cases, eliminates 
the need for chemical fertilizers. It is a nutrient-dense soil 
amendment that can provide cost savings over conventional 
soil remediation. Lastly, compost enhances water retention 
in soils helping to reduce flooding in our yards and streets. 

In 2023, Westchester joined with 95 other communities 
to divert pumpkins from making it into landfills. The event 
resulted in the composting of 482,000 pounds of pumpkins. 
This equates to a reduction of 173 tons of CO2 from entering 
the atmosphere and the diverting of nearly 52,000 gallons 
from entering landfills. 

This year we will have two locations! 

1.Behind the Westchester Community Church: 1840 
Westchester Boulevard

2.In the back of the Mayfair Recreation Center parking lot: 
10835 Wakefield Street 

If you have any questions, please email Commissioner 
Kari Roberg at kroberg@westchester-il.gov. The GROW 
commission generally meets on the first Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 pm. Join us in striving for a green Village!

Leave the Leaves for a Healthier Yard and Planet 

Fallen leaves provide essential habitat for wildlife, add 
organic matter to soil, help to prevent weeds, and reduce 
carbon emissions from transportation. By leaving leaves on 
the ground, you create a healthier lawn while supporting 
biodiversity in your backyard. 

 Tips for Managing Leaves 
• Use a mulching mower to shred leaves directly on your 

lawn, leaving a thin layer of leaf debris.  
• Rake excess leaves into garden beds or around trees and 

shrubs as a natural mulch.  
• Add leaves to your compost pile to create a rich soil 

amendment for your garden. 

 Preventing Itch Mite Bites 
• While you’re managing your leaves, it’s important to 

take precautions against itch mites, tiny pests that have 
proliferated in the wake of periodical cicadas. Here are 
some tips to help you stay bite-free: 

• Wear long sleeves, pants, gloves, and a hat when working 
outside. Tucking pants into socks can prevent mites from 
getting to your skin. 

• When handling leaves, avoid shaking them, as this can 
release mites into the air and onto your skin. 

• After spending time outdoors, put your clothes in the 
laundry and take a soapy shower immediately to wash away 
any mites that may have landed on your skin or clothing. 

Recipe of the Month
It’s pumpkin season! Whether making 

your own pumpkin puree or using canned, 
try these Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Oatmeal 
Bars for a dairy-free fall treat. Did you know 
dairy production contributes considerably 
to climate change, with carbon dioxide, 
methane, and nitrous oxide emissions 
(worldwildlife.org)? Your diet choices can 
make positive impacts to your health, and 
the environment! Have a plant-based recipe 
you’d like to share with the community? 
Send it to GROW@westchester-il.gov for 
consideration for future newsletters. 

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Oatmeal Bars
prep time: 10 mins. | cook time: 25 mins. | 

total time: 2 hours (includes cooling)
makes 16 bars
Ingredients
3 cups (255g) old-fashioned whole rolled 

oats or quick oats (not instant)
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon store-bought or homemade 

pumpkin pie spice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup (225g) fresh or canned pumpkin 

puree
1/3 cup (56g) unsweetened applesauce
1/3 cup (70g) coconut oil, melted
1/3 cup (80ml) pure maple syrup
1/4 cup (45g) coconut sugar (or packed 

light or dark brown sugar)
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
3/4 cup (135g) semi-sweet chocolate 

chips, plus a few to press into the top (use 
dairy-free to make it vegan) 

Instructions
1. Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C). Line the 

bottom and sides of an 8-inch or 9-inch 
square baking pan with parchment paper, 
leaving an overhang on the sides to lift the 
bars out (makes cutting easier!). Set aside.

2. Pulse the oats in a food processor or 
blender until they’re slightly broken up. 
(For whole oats, about 10 pulses. For quick 
oats, about 5-6 pulses.) Pour into a large 
bowl and add the remaining ingredients. 
With a rubber spatula or large spoon, stir 
together until combined. Mixture/dough 
will be very heavy and thick.

3. Spoon mixture into prepared pan. 
Using the back of a flat spatula or a spoon, 
spread and press it tightly down into the 
pan. Make sure it’s flat and very compact, 
which helps guarantee the bars hold their 
shape. Dot a few chocolate chips into the 
top—this is optional and only for looks! I 
usually use about 1-2 Tablespoons on top.

4. Bake for 25-28 minutes or until the 
edges are very lightly browned and the 
center appears set. Avoid over-baking, 
which dries the bars out.

5. Remove from the oven and cool in 
the pan at room temperature for 30-60 
minutes. After that, place the pan in the 
refrigerator for 1-2 hours until chilled.

6. Remove bars from the pan using the 
overhang on the sides then cut into squares.

7. Cover leftover bars tightly and store at 
room temperature for up to 3 days or in the 
refrigerator for up to 10 days.

Credit: SallysBakingAddiction.com
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