
Permit Procedure:  A permit application must be submitted with the cost shown. If a contractor will be doing 
the construction that person must be licensed and bonded with the Village of Westchester and show proof of 
insurance. If the homeowner is doing the building they must sign a sworn statement that they are the only ones 
who will be doing work on the premises.    
Application Requirements:  The following must accompany each application for a building permit: 
□ Application Form: Fill out a copy of the application form & written consent from property owner to

complete work.
□ Current Plat of Survey: One copy of the current plat of survey.  Plat must be submitted for all deck

permits.
□ Proposed Site Plan:  Three copies of proposed site plan showing location of the proposed deck and

all size & setback dimensions.
□ Deck Framing Plan:  Provide a deck framing plan.  Plan shall include:

a. Indicate the size, spacing, direction of the joists,
b. Lumber species type.
c. Indicate hardware, nails, bolts, hangars, etc. to be used.

□ Homeowners Association:  If located in a subdivision governed by a homeowners association,
approval from the association for the proposed plan.

□ Contractor Information:
a. If the owner will be applying for the permit & doing the work, “owner/self” should be written on

the “Contractor” line.
b. If a contractor is doing the work, Contractor’s Bond, Insurance and Licensing form and

documents
□ Call JULIE (Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators) at 1-800-892-0123 allowing 48 hours

to locate utilities.

INSPECTIONS:  You must contact the Building Department (708-345-0199) and schedule the necessary 
inspections.  While this is an extensive list of inspections, there may be additional required inspections 
not listed.    

 Post Hole:  When holes are dug for deck post and PRIOR to pouring concrete and installing
posts.   (Please note, decks may not be supported by existing slabs)

 Framing or Structural:  Newels and stair rough framing in place, no finished decking or rails.

 Final Inspection:  A final inspection is required (all work is complete).

Zoning Requirements:  In residential districts the following regulations shall govern garages and carports: 

1. Decks may be roofed, however they may not be enclosed or heated.
2. Setbacks for Decks:

a. Front Yard:  No deck shall be located in the front yard.

c. Side Yard Setback: Ten percent of the lot width;
d. Corner Side Yard Setback:  Twenty-five feet, minimum.
e. Rear Yard Setback:  Decks may extend ten feet into the minimum required rear yard;

3. The area of any deck, detached garage, carports and any other accessory structures shall be added to the
building area of the principal structure for purposes of determining the maximum lot coverage.
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4. Building Coverage:  The maximum coverage of a lot by a principal building, accessory building(s) and 
accessory structure(s), shall not exceed forty percent (40%) of the total lot area.  

5. Impervious Surface Coverage: 
a. The maximum coverage of a lot by a principal building, accessory building(s) and accessory 

structure(s) INCLUDING paved areas such as driveways, patios and sidewalks, shall not exceed 

fifty percent (50%) of the total lot area. All areas not covered by impervious materials shall be 

improved with landscaping consisting of grass and other living material. 

Construction Requirements: 
1. Please note:  If this deck is to replace a patio outside the back door or concrete stoop, the Village’s local 

building code requires all exterior stairs, platforms, porches or patios leading to doors that are required 
means of access shall be concrete or approved metal. No wooden stairs, porch, platform or deck on the 
exterior side of a door that is a required means of access shall be permitted. 
Exception: If a third stair is provided on the rear of the structure it is allowed to be constructed using wood. 

2. Materials:  All structural members in a deck, joists, beams, posts, etc. must be of pressure treated wood.  
Other areas of the deck may be of wood that is naturally resistant to decay and fungus, such as cedar or 
redwoods.  All hardware, nails, bolts, hangars, etc. must be galvanized. 

3. Piers:  Pier depth is 48" (freeze line) minimum below grade and 6” minimum from grade to top of pier. 
Minimum pier diameter is 10". Pour concrete on compacted clay or gravel fill. 

4. Stairs:  A minimum tread is 10" and maximum riser is 7 ¾” stairs are to be a minimum of 3' wide.  Bottom of 
stair riser must be supported on concrete piers that extend a minimum 48" below grade. 

5. Flashing & Woodsiding:  When ledges are bolted on ceiling or when arching is removed, flashing is required.  
Aluminum siding must allow for secure attachments of ledger or be removed, flashed and  sealed. 
 

 



 

 



 

 



  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 




